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- Reader, 6 
\ LL the accountÞi can give | 
of this Book,. or. the An+ | 


|thor, is in the following: Lerrer | 
| which came to my hands a few | 
\dayes after I: received: theſe | 


in fiead of a M27 5:38 be ; 'F 
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© F, or the Startiner:” 


© were brought to )Yoh. by 7 arid » 
ther hand than my own, yet th ; 
# 4s upon. my: motion i a they 
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"to ro the thars pH n, joey tr 
3 | | Tao order i, think" my ry 
I t ſe if obliaged to ſay ſamewhat off 
| sheAuthor:and tbe bpok:abd the 
| rather tharthe'Anthor,not being 
| foe t6-the 'publifping of, .it, 
| wil lay } Bntil of; Preface. Hips.) 
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'% 'theſ Dialogues os would] | 
ny. appear tart ; yet it i meerly occa- 
of| froned by the -eal be bath againſt} 
be #hat uncharitable ſpirit , whzch | | 
4 ; can allow of nothing that is not | 
f _— of their own way. [ 
| * The occaſon of writting in|| | 
4 . this way, was, that a Book of the 
he! ſame title and nature, printed; in| 
u England, came to the Author's} 
' bands ; and be, being pleaſed} 

«| with that familiar way of Writ-. 

e-) ting, thought preſently of compa-| 
e-\ fing Dialogues fuitable to our} 
#s. Differences here, as that was tot 
14) the Differences of that Nation: | 
1d. If there be any thing in this coin-\ 


wi © cident with that Book , it ir-in\ 
in” bl 
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as i a. IT "4 of 
[Lg unquiet ſpirit in both Nati- 
$ WF] ons: are the ſame, And the Au- } 
A HM [thor deſrgns not vanity by ;0e1 
WM''! Mew ſheets, mritten, to my knowr 
| if [ledge , in as few houres as they 
 IFicoxld bardly. be. tranſcribed ; But 
+ [iſbeth everyone to ſee the weak: | 
{neſs-of thoſe-grounas upors which 1 
6 ſuch ſpectons ftrufturs are built; 
| Blxhichwhen they come to be exas | 
bY [enincd, prove but painted | pub } 
= cher.” EE : 
L i|(-- Thegreat Fr z0n off the Au: 
= Ns it "bi ſmall Book; 4s, ts let | 
VB | (ome well-meaning PEaple , wha : 
y if hzve i a love to godiineſſe, ſee _ 1 
L 4 [Religion] innot.at.olf concerned | 
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of tia things wherein they do. con-| 
tir $eern themſeFues very much; and| 
1- | þat in contending. for the ſhell] 


oy s Religion. FI —_ 
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y & -. The language und mauner of 
| 
moit apt-to be abuſed, by ſuch as; 


Writting , is accommodated :0/ 
theſe meaner capacities, wha are! 


tare not; nay, which is very Jad, 
fr | Þut too true, wiſh nos. Religion 
\ 8 nor godlineſs to ofper an The 
, -bands- of thoſe who differ © J=6k : 
them il" ppinion;about externall 
things, which are not of gre et 
* moment: as M4 ear from tbeil 
: *perſuvading Wo rt take fol 
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- Bf \which when they come to be __ 
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of tin things wherein they ao. con | 
i- $eern themſelves very much, and| 
i- | +þat in-:contending. for the ſhell} 
je v we are like to looſe the kernelll c i 
” 4 Religion. ' | 1 
y & - The language and manner of| 
; Writting , 1s accommodated :t0 
$ theſe meaner capacities, who are; 
" mit apt-to be abuſed, by ſuch as; 
1 Gare not; nay, which is very Jad, 
fr Þut too trme, wiſh 20F. Religion 
n I} 'nor god}veſs to proſper an xbe 
| "bands of thoſe who differ- from 
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; | *perfoading poo ſoul to 1k f 


* a markof Feal that which in al 


f ; (f93 __ a5, T —_ of} » 
s pil | hat unquiet ſpirit in both Nati- }; 
* ]f{ ons: are the ſame, And the Au- & 
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© If edge , in as few houres as they 
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- 4 Religion. *' vg 
Y 8 T e language and manner « 
* Writting , is accommodated 0| 
| theſe meaner capacities, wha are: 
| moit apt-to be abuſed, by ſuch as 
| ere not; nay, which is very Jads 
« Put foo tre, wiſh not. Religion 
; '\n07 godfinteſs m0 proſper a THe 
; | bands of thoſe who differ-from 
| hem il ppinionwbout externall 
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moment: as may appear from thei 
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by A modeit and free Conference 

| betwixt a Conformiſt and : 
ir  Non-conformiſt, about the pred 
0; ſent —_— Zo of Scotland. 


4 oY - Ou _y 
"Wh 7 ſox Dialogues. # 
2y DIALOGUE L 4 
i Con. Ou are welcome from tlie Weſt. How | 
S_ þ are all things there? | 
d % Non. Never worſe 3 The glory is departed fron | 
** that people : and the power of godlineſle is gone | 
{= there. God pity that poor place, which Was:otlce 3 
Glorious. _ b; 
b. C. I perceive by your manner of ſpeaking, that | 
: you are mich, concerned: in.theſe inatters : but 7 
> pray you tell me wherein chings are turned (a 
 pueh co: the'worſe among you ? - | 

} -N.- Alas tare you ſuch a ſtranger in Iſrdel, as ot 
."? fo know. theſe things 2. are.not our gracious Mini» 
Hers taken from us? ſo that the work-:of. God is 


ant bor-down : the: Prove dayes:of ( GCommutii=. 
ofis; 


< 


C23 ; 
Ws, Preachings, Prayers, are away 3 and in ſtead of 3 
he fire was once there, there remain but a few: x 
parks in ſome tefret corners : for,the precious Or=) f 
dinances are gone. '1 
-G. Whar you fky upon the matter, 1 know well | c 
_ {{ſenough: but do not apprehend it to be of ſuch «x 
Flimporrznce, a3 you ſeem todo. d 
_ TH N. What! donot you think it ſad, that Chriſt - C 
+ {F535 fot Preached? 
iff C. God forbid buthebe? I donot know how | © 
- {fit is in your Conntry, bur 7 am ſure with us Chriſt | fl 
| {5s preached very faithfully, bur 7 fear you conſider | 
"| F{ notwettwincitis ro preach Chriſt; do you think | a: 
. I to tell us only of his death, is to preach him ? ic 
Þ-. N. No, no, but oh how doth my heart melt | c: 
; f within me, when 7 remember how ſweetly 7 have | fe 
{ heard the Miniſters there, clear up my intereſt in | p| 
4 Chriſt? ' 14, 
| - C. Maybe-it was more ſweetly then fincerly ; | Ii 
+ for to tell you of an intereſt in him, while you are ug 
} Fratights 20. his Laws and Golpel, -is to deceive [# 
{ you: finct;you can haveno intereſt in the blood of } di 
| Chrif, till you have his Spiric dwelling in you. | 
þ ; Y N. Blefſed be God, I know no name to beſaved } he 
by, bur the Name of Ghtift* And 7 renounce mine 
; b-- | { —_ righteoufheſſe, : atk qCcePpt of his righteouſ+ jj 
1 Pev'Y f 
C. It is very erue}that weatefaved by the blood [n 
of Chiiſt: bar icis as true, that we muſt be-puri- j; 
fed by this Spirit, eMe'we ate norie of his. If by [x 
Tenoancing your "own righteouſneſſe; your mean, 


+ | wiarigou necurally can petfort ' withour grace, 
| | | mu 1 
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of | you are in the right, bur if you lean ſo to Chriſtg 
2w . righteouſneſſe, as to neglect to be righteous yourf 
Ic= | ſelf, you with Fudas, kiſs your Maſter , while you} 
| betray him, And I fear your Miniſters ſtudied more} 

ell ' co convince you of the need of Chrifts righteouſ=]3 
ch nefſe, then of having any of your own: For in-j5 
deed ic is a cheap Religion; to lean (o intirely to}; 

iſt - Chriſt, that we do nothing our (elves. I; 
| N. Weare far from thinking there is no need |} 
w | bf good works: We only exclude them from Jris ji 
iſt | ſtification, which is by Faith only. l 
er C, Truly your practices tel], you think there is |: 
nk | as lictle need of them to Salvation, as to Juftifica= | 

| tion, remember the Goſpel is plain and fimple,and Þ 
[t | came not toteach men Sophiftry or Logick: there» F 
ve | fore I ſhall not contend with you about words or | 
in ; phraſes: for as T believe, that Chrift came to /ay þj 

1 down his life a ranſome for our fins 3 (© if you be- ] 
Y 3 |lieve, that without bolinefſe we ſhall never ſee the } 
re "face of God, we are agreed in this matter. But I ' 
ve wiſh we all tudied to live better, and then our | 
of differences would quickly. end. E 

| N. Yes, I hear dome of you are fill calking of | 
ed {holineſs and peace, but you forget truth: which is þ 
ne jfo neceflary, that without ic holineſs is but hby- 
uf= Jpocrifie. 

] C. Iacknowledge that, if you ſpeak of the funds- | 
od [mental Articles of our Faith, Burt all truths are þ 
ri- not of equal certainty, nor of equal importance: | 
by |now itis a certain and important truth, that there 
un, [ſhould be an unity in the Catholick Church 3 which | 
Ce, | : 8 2 is | 
ou \ 
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; Nl 3s not to be broken, but upon a matter of greater 

Fhtcercainty and weight, . 

Fllg N. One precious ruth. is worth all the world: ; 
Htherefore ]' will not quite one ruth for the love of. 


Fi [ all pa, Not a hoof, faid Moſes. 


ts C. If you were required to condemn or deny 

j 38 A you judged truth, I confefſe you ought 
{| to obey God rather than man. But it 1s another 
g caſe to quite the communion of the Church z be-! 
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cauſe they are not, as.you think, in the truth: , 
[{ untefſe that truth be of greater importance than is 
| the Article of your Faith, The Catholick Church, | 
| and the communion of Saints. And .when you are 
| | as ſure of your call to contend for thele truths, as 
| Moſes. was of the will of God, you, may, uſe his 
[| words... Let me then examine you a. little, how. 
| do you know your opinions are truths ? 

 N. Whocan doubt of it? are they not the cauſe | 
| and intereſt of Chriſt, his Kingdom and Crown, his / 


oath of God. taken in the: Covenant , whereinto 
even the children unborn are oblidged. 
. GC. If big words prove., truths, you are full of 
* them: Buc:remember. of whom the Apoſtle gives; 
| this Charafter, they ſpeak ſwelling words of vanity. 
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65 {| And there is no party but have the ſame language 


IF in their mouth: theſe.are fine contrivances. to lead) 
away filly women captive, who would be. ready to; 
Judge your bluſterin confidence, an. evidence of. 
truth, when a modeſter way of ſpeaking is fuſpe&! 


of diftidence: ; whereas in right ſcales, the one Ns 
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C5 ) | 
C Hike arrogant pride, and the other like the modeſif 
4; .Spiric of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
I 'N. How can you deny, that what is now criedf 
down, was the work of God? . d 
ny - C. I confeſſe it was ſo the work of God, as theſs 
he Prophet (aid, is there any evil in the City, and the [ 
vr Lord hath by done it: but in the ſente you takeſ, , 
4 ir, it was as far from it, as darkneſſe is from light. | 
hz, N. How can you (peak {o, was not {in frangely | | 
| born down in our dayes ? | 
-þ. | © C. I confeſſe you ſtudied to repreſſe ſome ſins: ! 
re fo did the Phariſees. But remember the ' Apoſtle! þ 
; | divides filthinefſe, in that of the fleſh, and of the 
oe Spirit : and indeed, the latter proves a much ſub-þ 
ciller and ftronger oppoſition to the Goſpel, than} 
'*the former. Ic is crue, ſome of theſe were re-} 
iſe} | preſſed by yoa ; though IT -muſt add, in' a way, |; 
is fcarce ſuitable co the Goſpel :- but for other ſins, | 
e you were very gentle to them, nay, were- guiley i 

of them your ſelves ; ; for they An in all your 
did. | | 
N. Now you begin to rail, and 7 cannot endure | 
to hear thoſe glorious dayes fo ſpoken of. Is this | 
ty, | the moderation you ſo much profefſe ? + | 
ge, 'C. I love moderation as much as any can , ad þ 
2 | declare to you once for all, that I have no quar-F 
4 o| |rel at any, for their opinions in theſe matters : nor 
ſhall 7 labour to diſgrace the leaders of yqur party, | 
; by ſearching into their private eſcapes; a praice } 
| Much uſed by you againſt us, your mouthes being | 
ke, ever full of bitter reproaches againſt ſome of our 
Way : but it is dire&ly contrary to the Spirit of 
B 3 Chriſt 
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es: 
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tl] Cauſe of God: Suppoſe: ic were, ſhew me one place : 


« 6.) 
Lui and his Goſpel, wherem we are put in mind : 
o ſpeak evil of no man. . I ſhall therefore from 3" 
your publick and avowed ations, and printed pa- Þ! 
pers, ſhew how far you are out of the way, of God. i 


"If [1 d firſt, what think you. of your rebellion? this 12 
FiiEiwas the Soul of your whole work, and your Cove- ly 
it _k was a Bond to cement you in this. de 
"THI? Ne Call you fighting tor God and his Cauſe, ©h 
+11 [rebellion ? ap 


C. Itis yet under debate, whether it be the 


In either Teſtaments, that warrands Subje&s fight- th 


| | [30g for Religion? you know I can bring many a= 
{1 [gainſt it; yea, though the old diſpenſation was a ® 
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| 
| 
| oppeal co it» but it ſegms you are yet a ay Jl 


| [More carnal and fiery one, than the new one is; de 


yet, when the Kings of Fudab and Iſrael made As= |, 


| dy from the living God,into. heatheniſh Ido- ;V 
latry, ſome of the Kings of Fudah polluting the |) 
Temple of Feruſalem, as did Abaz and Mannaſſehs by 


'|{o that God could not be worſhipped there, with= Bt 


out Idolatry, yet where do we find che people re- | © 
_ them, or falling to - popular Reformations ? | P' 
either do. the Prophets that were ſent by God, | w 
ever provoke them. to any ſuch courſes. And you | 
know the whole ſtrain of the New Teſtament runs | © el 


4} | upon ſuffering. [8 
= | 


N. The law of natareteacheth us to defend qur | 
ſelves, andſo. there is noneed of Scripture for it > | 
C. This is. marvelous dealing, in other things , | 
you alwayes flee from reaſon, as a carnal principle, | Y: 
| coScripture 3 but here you quite Scripture and - 


nd to the very defign of Religion , which is to tameſ 
m and mortifie nature: and is not a natural thingy 
Da but {upernatural. Therefore che rules of defend-j% 
id. Ing and advancing it, muft not be borrowed from|# 
tis nacure, but grace: The Scriptures are alſo ſirange-| # 
:e. 1y contrived, fince they ever cell us of ſuffering un-|} 
', der perſecution: without giving your exception,| 
ſe, That we refift when we are in a capacity. And T3 
' appeal to your conſcience, whether ir be a likelier| 3 
he way to advance Religion, fighting or ſuffering ?|% 
ce ; fince a Carnal man can do the one, but not the o=|? 
. \ther. ESL | is 
- N. How can we negle& the intereſts of Chriſt, | 
a | and let them ruine, when we are in 2 capacity toſY 
5; | defend them? ze 2 
A. i C. If there were not a God who governs the|* 
o= | World, your reaſoning might have force : but dof”: 
he | you think that God cannot maintain his own right, ; 
þ, | but the wrath of man muſt work his righteouſnefle? }? 
1. - Nay, we'ſee the contrary, for from the beginning, | 
e- | till this day,'God hath'made the ſufferings of his 
;> | people, the chief mean of propagating Religion z Þ 
4, | whereas fighting hath been ever fatal to it. AndÞ 
2 | Chriſt did begin the Goſpel with his ſuffering, I 
1s | though he could have commanded Legions of An- i 
| gels for his defence. | N 
ir | N. Chriſt knew it was the Fathers will that he 
> | muſt ſuffer. | | i: 
5, C. This ſhews how lictle you underftand when 
z, | You (peak ſo: are not Chriſts injun&ions our rule. 
d | Since then he forbade his Diſciples to draws ſmord [ 
c | for him, with fo ſevere a threatning, as #hoſoever ©, 
0 | B 4 wil 


F/ 
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pill draw the. fword,. ſhall periſh by the, fwerd ; this the 
nuſt binde 1s, and whac he ſayes to P:Zate on this þlo 
; ead, My Kingdom is not. of. this world, &c. is (Oo ( 


* THAtplain language, that 7 wonder how it doth nat. con- the 
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made tp.thoſe places ;: but they are. ſo. irrational, ling 


1] that they.deſerve not a ſerious reply, and T am;not. ow 
7] efan.hbumgur co laugh at them :,only take fn, fg 


of this; that, if an ingenuous man ſpeak;,plainly,.jng 
|| Much more, muſt the God of cruch;. Judge then han 
| (whether theſe unworthy gloſſes, make Chriſt. like= xo. 
|3Er 2 niblng Logician, then the true and faithfull pre 
al | | 

Ii Witneſſe.., £1915 121 B23 1169 Wutot2 ” Er, 
114 .N.-;Then you, condemg . our firſt reformation mu 
carried ofi by fighting. 4m: [+a 
; ; Es Fa ES 
2 6 hag? Nach ni examples, rather begin with ſeal 
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| {by fighting, though their number enabledjithem.co for 
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"R1/ fed, chat they, who ſaw and:converled, with the A» jif. 
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. >, <6 of We 
E-| | knowledge there was forceuſed in our Reformati- ma; 
-- Fj 083, but ſo, much the worle for. that: And you Go 


know the enemy owes his tares, even 1n that field, ſau 
wherein the: Wheat is ſowen, But never alledge kee 
to.me the preſident of meg, againſt. the; exprefſe, | 

4 | cau 
| C 


= Pow Per 


What 5h, Hg T8 -. 6s 


Word of God. / 4d aghy ht? 
"What fay you then to. theſe who died ſealing 
ap Eo 6.9 Hoe Ir +, 1 ks : theirk 


: yo. 
2» | IEDP 


? f 9) 4 
is their opinion, fighting for Religion, with their$ 
lo; C. Youput me toa hard lock, 'to-rake amongft (#9 
t-.the aſhes of thedead: As'for thoſe who died, lhad | 
rs. that compaſlion for ſome of them, that 1 could wile" A 
bz: lingly have redeemed their lives at the rate. ofmine| . 
X: on. 2: And I doubt not bur many ſincerely follow- |# 
76: 7 their Conſcience init. Buc ] amfarifrom- thinks. | 3 


/5:30g the better of the. Cauſe, becauſe ſome died'| # 
lt handſomly. for it, otherwiſe I ſhoutdibe reconciled; | 3 
t= £0 Atheiſm, and all Herefies, who want not their) *q 
{4 pretended Martyrs. :But ] need go nofurther ther, | 

England; at His Majeſties' Reſftauration, where the | 
n murderers: of the late King, died gallantly, owu-: [3 
,. ing what they did as the Cauſe. of God. So: the: kj 
h ſeal; of 3 Martyr's blood, is not alwayes the ſeal of | 
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zr Weare now all good Subje&s, and do bleſs God' ha 
o for His.Majeſties Reftauration, and do pray for hin ks 
3- more then you do. DAE » By 

7 + C.3May; beſo, that he may be of your way; bur, |® 
\- af that-be not, T doubt your love to-him is very. [7 
le cook; Ido not remember bygones to bring an odi» I; 
4 npon.you, but to ſhew that a courſe which was ['® 
i- managed. by a ſpirit. of Rebellion , was none;of Þ* 
u Gods. , As for. your;rejoycing at His. Majeſties Re- {4 
], Gauration, 7 ſcarce.believe it, fince. you-will nat | 7 
e keep a day of Thankſgiving for it. 5.1 tel 
e ; I. Itis not thatwe ſcruple the thing, but bes, 
cauſe you make it a holy day. vs vi. ball 
S; C- This is very nice, for by holy day we mean 
ich.” £4 : Pac: 


4 (10) TTY 
FF bot that the twenty ninth of May is a more facred , 
FE /Sime, then other dayes : but that the day ſhall be yer) 
"FE Mevotred to holy exerciſe. f I C 
4F4Q- AN. This ſhould not be enjoyned by the Magi- blo 
- FFii{Afirate, but by the Church, who ought only to or=- gng 
"FEIEIC -C. T ſhall not againft this alledge the commands þyc 
. Fi; of David and Solomon, fince you may alledge they jf cþ 
tf! [Ewere extraordinary perſons; but you cannot fay ther 
| {{{ythat Eſther and Mordecaz were fach, who enjoyned yoy 
 F{//{the obſervation of Purim, and call that Feaſt a good pax 
-F{i/sday's and the odds betwixe holy and good is not A 
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# | |Yery great. And although there be no divine or- fjjen 
| | [:/; der for the Feaft of Dedication, yet our Saviour pjjn; 


\/[was at the Feaſt, and in the Temple : though you noe , 
#/'/; will- not come to Church on the twenty mnth of! © 
iff 


(May. | _ *---—"Mas 
* .N. Well then, all you can charge upon. us. is AaPeop 
Hetle diſloyalty,bue for all that, our way' may beghly 


Z 
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It | 
'F 
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||| the Cauſe of God : for even the Saints have theirghen 
-1Y//[{ infirmities. : 2 - nn 
»Hi![{ -*E. Truly this is ſo great a one, that 7 dare pro-xoat 


"1}}|{ nonnce none a Saint , who bath been guilty-of it,xequ; 

_ [f//] eilthe repent of it: But 7 am far from being at thefybm 

F//! end 'of yorr faults, having but begun wich this. ay 

. Ah The next thing perſnades me of your evil-way, four 
| 


your cruelty and rigour-: Did you not force. all toyou f 

take che Covenant, ſeverely puniſhing ſach athaye 
| would not ? And did you not-cruelly perſecute all. <, 
' thoſe who oppoſed you?- Truly this hath fo conyeſ;,. 
| firmed my averfion from your way, that I hopenexg jr, 
| | ver to be reconciled to this part of it. - wo __ notic 
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| ( 11) ; 
d; AN, That was a fault too, and many of. us areſ: 
C yery ſenſible of it. 0 
+ C. Let not my foul enter into the ſecrets off3 
* þploody men: Your very Leaders, who if they had} 
= known any thing of the meek ſpirit, ſhou}d havgf 7% 

oppoſed theſe leverities 3 not only countenanced, } 
S þur drave them on, and rejoyced in them. And f +3 
Y if they think ic a fault, how comes it that none of 3 ® 
Y them offers to diſclaim it? Yea, ſome of you in |, # 
1 your confeſſions of fins, and cauſes of wrath, rather = 

tax your courſes of too great lenity.  kY 
T' N. Whoever may obje& that , you maybe |» # 
= filent; for what ſeverity have we feit> how many | "3 
r Miniſters are turned out, and people opprefled for |::4 
I not owning you? ol 
1. GC. 1 muſt in ſo far juſtify the rigour you have | 

met with,' as to ſhow it is fer ſhort of yours, |*** 
2 People are required todo nothing, but live peace- | 7*# 
Eably, and joyn in Worſhip 3 whereas you made | 
rthem (wear to you : and the Minifters are not made: | 

{ear to maintain the preſent eſtabliſhment, and to |} 
-roat out the contrary, as you did; they are only: | 
yrequired to concur in Diſcipline , and to promiſe | #? 


cfubmiffion co Epiſcopacy. : 
.' N. Do you not wonder at my patience , who. |*® 
ear you inveigh (o bitterly againſt us ? but T let; #3% 
ou ſee, .a Presbyterian can be calm : I hope you #4 
Ubave done. : FS 
: C, : Not yet indeed; T am not trying your calm |. 
theſs,. but your conſcience, and what I ſpeak, isnot- | ** 
To irritat, but co convince you. T ſhallnext take | 
| hotice of the great infolence and height was among 
| : you 2 
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"TENTH aRtings. Whit 'inſolence was it, to aſſume big 
4 FEE +; names, of the godly party, and the people of God) 
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'f (12) | 
F&Þ0you : I ſpeak not of perſonalpride, though T cou]; 


: 
[1 


[//}q ed" with your own weapons: for the Proteftery , 
'y wrung that from the reſt of you, and the Indepeny, 


| | 


_ 


i and co call 'your way, The Caufe and Kingdom %e 
3 Chriſt? Whether looks this like the Phatiſees and F 


| red tothoſe we had todo with. | 


3/ fay enough on that Head: I only-tax your public? E 


pil 


| Hypocrites, ornot ? And inthis you were puniſh, 


dants aſſumed ic from you both, 


N. I am ſure we were the Godly Party, compay?. 


- 
-'C. This bewrayes your arrogance : though it m 
were (o, you ought not to bear witneſs to your,;, 


{ij ſelves , nor aſſume ſuch titles. Remember the, , 


Phariſee, who aid, I thank the Lord that I an notg,. 
bike this Publican. You know the loudeſt preten-t 
ders have not alwayes the juſteft title. yo 
=. © hope now you have done with your ſcold- 


| © ©; This is like all guilty perfons, who'take eve-;, 
ry modeſt repreſenting of their faults to them, as! . 
ſcolding and bitterneſs ; ſo'did the Jews uſe St... 
Paul. le fhews the fore or diſeaſe is deſperate, whenz, 
the-Patient cannot 'be couched; Ihavetiotyer be-, 
, gan to ſcold, but 7 have not done wich admonilh-$o 
ing. . Next, How did your 'Leaders complain © 

Biſhops their medling in matters of State: and 


| yer when the Scene turned, how abſolutely did tliey;, 


govern? Church-men grew the adviſers of all buſi-,, 
neſles, Juntoes held intheir honſes. And/how im-,, 
pudently did the Church conntermand the State,, 


Anno) 


(13) 
10 1.648, even in Ciyil matters?/2s were the\? 
'Tevying of Armies, and the paying of Taxes. And® 
-wter the Tragical Cataſtrophe of the NY £ 
4% lied unlawful Engagement , they barred the No=þj: 
70 Pility from their priviledges as Peers, till chey muſt 
%e fatisfied. k 
ſh N. All that was done in order to Religions fy 
: which is in the Churches care. 4 
ie! CG. This is the very Plea of the Pope : and ins # Y 
PNJeed in Politicks, the Pope and the Presbyterians |- | 
agree in moe things than you think on. By this |- 
x and fuſca all Civil matters muft come under Eccles [7 :; 
aſtica] cognizance; fince every a&ion can be re-| "x 
It laced to one of the Tables of the Law. Bur par= 
8 nary to medle with War, and matters of Blood, | 4% 
they ach been ever judged dire&ly contrary to the Pa- | kf 
by duty, which obligeth to feed, and not to | 
ill. Burt I ſhall add one thing more , which was 
our Superſtition, | OY 
1d-" XN. I had reſolved to have objected that to you, | 
*; I am ſure we cannot be guilty of it,fince there | 
© 3s nothing we hate more ? 39 
25! *C. You know not the true notion of it, and fo | 
E are guiltier then you are aware of. Superſtition |": 
de an over-rating of things, as if God were more | 
= pleaſed with them, than indeed he is: And there- þ;* 
fore to lay too great weight upon any thing, is ſix J*; 
perſtition, He then that judgeth a thing of it (elf F-* 
F) 59 be neceſſary : And he that condemns þ- -; 
-: 3t as unlawful, are equally ſuperſtitious. It were a 
| long and tedious ſtory, to let you ſee how great 
a m-\weight you laid upon many ſmall matters, both in 


if C14) 
{doing and forbeating. But 7 will leave particng 
i .co-your conſcience'; and 7 proteſt in all 1 hav 

if hid, I have no other defign, but to teach you not) 
F{/To have mens perſons or wayes too much 1 n_admi/ 
| {ratcion. ; ; 20 

7 N. You have nowrun out in a long FRE fariow: 
{1707 {career againſt us: hear me next, reckon: the exceld cc 
1719,lent things were amongſt 'us , and 7 doubt not you » 
[]/#] {{tiall confefſe our good did - far preponderat outt y' 
140 evil. Fn 

£0418 | Ge T ſhall hear:you with all my hearc, but in the 

£1118] [Crean time let us take a liecle refreſhment andiſh 
{| [reſÞite. 'o {i 
' NN. Beitfo. Ne \ 
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Ton ROY 
2 AN | Ow let us again refume our diſcourſe, and |} 
riows . tell me what great goodnefle was it, whiah'| * *% 


xcelo commended your party; for-T love what is geod, 
t youE where it will : and therefore though I be none | 7 *Z 
© oudt your party , yet 7 ſhall heartily rejoyce to hear | ? ® 
770d of them. | 
1 ths N. 1 fear you are either ſo carnal, as not to re- | : #4 
andi{h chings that are fpiricual, or ſo byafſed, as not > 6 
10 (ee the due value upon us: Bur who can doube | *# 
ze were the people of God, who remember how | 
ze bore down fin and wickednefſe ? How much 
zood preaching there was amongſt us? What fer- 
Four was on peoples mindes, when they heard Ser» 
mons ? What heavenly prayers we poured out to 
God ? But when IT remember our Fafts, and dayes | 
of Communion, my very heart breaks to think | 
theſe (weet dayes are now gone: Then what de- 
light in Scripture had we, that all our Vulgar were 
acquainted with it ? How well was the Sabbath ob- 
ſerved amongſt us ? And what erder was there in 
Families, morning and evening? All this is now 12 
one. Alas for poor Scotland! that had once the | | 
Gobr of the Goſpel ſo brightly ſhining in it! Bue }#*% 
now, ah, ab, for the darknefle that hath overſpread | 
it! had you but ſeen what J ſaw, your very heave |*. - 
would have been raviſhed with it. BY 


5 


C. Truly, 1 expeCted to have heard ſome great 4H 
- | Matter from you, of the ſelf-deniil, contempt of | 2} 


| (..16 ) — 
| the world, reſignation, hamility, meeknelle, pati- xy 
- ence, obedience, charity, abftrattion of minde, and fx 
| the other great heights. of Chriftian Religion ; buthe 
you tell me only of their external devotion, which 
{how good ſoeverit be, yet is'far from being the Fi 
| CharaGer of a Chriftian ; 'ſince the very. Phariſees ww; 
| were eminent 1n thole things. #1795 ©: My 
N. I told you, you were carnal, and favoured ixii 
W not the things of God; you look after morality, D 
8 as the great matter; but we look after true Chri- wi 
| Rianity. | Eo cot? 2- Bll 
| - +C. If by morality, you mean the affefing a ver-jpc 
| euous behaviour, without a dependance on God or 
| -and Chriſt, '7 have as low an account of it as any Jy; 
[can have; but if by morality, you mean a pureand {© 
| -holy Converfation, doubt it is the greateſt and |t9 
| - beſt-part of Religion: Without which; the other yy} 
| ' parts are but hypocrifie and formality. Bur T ſhall! 
— E examineall theſe things which ſeem to khit yourfye 
+ WM :hearcs ſo much co that way: And thall begin with ÞD; 
I their diligence in repreſling. fin. 7 confeffe - they | er; 
WW :had a kind of Diſcipline: but it was wholly diffe-!ze 
” W rent from the rules of the Goſpel, and far ſhort of{e 
-- & + the ancient Biſhops diſcipline. | LE ; 
E: ' N, I fee you undervalue every thing we did,but!' 
- © Tam ſure you have. no reaſon for it. oe | 
.C. Firft then, were not your Church-Seſſions; 
like Birla-Courts, where :every one came arid com-! 
Plained of wrongs, which 'belonged to the Magi-? 
firate: for the Church ſhould. only meddle wich 
- "M ns; as they are Scandals; and not as'they are .inju- 
— &. ries: Next, Dilations, according to our Lords! 


$35: 3 | rule, 


as 


ES was the ;Magiſtrate's work , whereas the Church || * 
| ſhould take no money, but what is offered in Cha- |} * 
ed ricy. You alſo forced people to ſtoop to your | 
Y, Diſcipline, for if they refuſed, you threatned them | 
11- with the cemporal ſword : which by the unhap=- | 
/pineflſe of che times, was too much at your dif- 
r-;poſe. And this ſheweth, that you did not carry 
od Jon the Goſpel, by a Goſpel-ſpirit, though that 
ny } was ever in your mouthes, but by ſecular wayes : 
nd 1for, offenders ſhould come and offer themſelves 
nd |to Diſcipline, and not be driven to it. The time 
er{wherein your pennance laſted, was alſo ſhort: the | 
aM7ancient Biſhops did ſeparate offenders, as many Þ * 
years, as you did weeks. It is alſo clear, you nſed Cs. --0 
7 Diſcipline ro put a temporal ſhame upon offend= 5 
ey jers: For youlet them in a high place to be ga- 
e-7zed upen, whereas they ſhould have been rather | 
of{fer without the doors of the Church, And to || 
Jconclude, how wretchedly did you abuſe this ? 
{ſubjeCting people to cenſure, for your triffling | 
' | matters, when you knew they were a&ing a mock= 
ns} penitence:. and were more zealous to preach as F 
1-/ 52inſt oppoſitions to your courſes, than againſt the F _ 
z oppolitions to the everlaſting Goſpel. h L-X 
| .. N. Now you tax us for what we were very free 
of: Was ever fin (0 boldly reproved, as in . our 
&! Pulpics ? Our Miniſters ſparing no rank nor quality. 
w\l C C; I com 
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" ® 3 , ? 
C. I confefſe ſome things, I fay not fins, you od 
$27 


{ | proved -boldly enough : not ſparing che' Lords 
| | Anointed, whoſe pretended faults, you,like ſo manyP*' 
| | unnatural Hams, were ready enough to 7 fey 


when your ſo doing, could have no other effe&, 94 


bur co irritate his Subjects againſt him. How of-! J 
| ten was that ſacred Prince charged with Popery, >< 


Tyranny, and the Maffacre of Ire/and ? and that&** 


| Royal Family termed, the bloody-houſe? yea, O* 
after his accurſed enemies had murdered him, 


when common humanity ſhould have oblidged you Nu 
to let the dead aJone, and Chriſtianity ſhould haveiN 


taught you to have had more reverent thoughts*: 


of one who died fo pioufly and devoutly ; yet you, 


| ceaſed not to perſecute and tear his memorie,}' 
{ which in ſpite of your malice, will be glorious to 


all poſterity: and that with the height of info-iP! 
lence-and barbarity, in the very hearing and pre-! 

ſence of his Son, who now reigneth. This was; 
your bold reproving of faults. But how little}, 
were you in ſecret reproving faults > Whien youjÞi 
got to the Pulpit, there indeed you criumphed,; © 
becauſe you knew none were to oppoſe you. Now; 

It is certain, rteproofs ſhould be begun in private,, © 
and-not brought to-publick ; but upen the ob-+ 
ftinate rejefting of private admonitions. And; © 
for what end were you often fo bitter to abſents? :?! 
This, and ſuch'other things could be upon no o-; © 
ther deſign, but either maliciouſly to diſgrace, © 
thei," or to get-a following among your party, < 
and che name of faithful}, free,and zealous preach- t 
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' | > 
re-:; A. You ſpeak with very great heat and paſſion; 
rds ſgainſ better, men then your, ſelf, and better |# 
preachers than ever any of your way will be. oY 
iſh,k - C+ May be fo, I wiſh both they and their Gifts } bo 
5 had been {even-fold better than they were: but 

of. Af 1 ſhall Judge of them, either by their printed |! 
T _ Sermons, or thoſe I have heard, they are no ex- | * 
hat&raordinary things. And firſt, The half of their T- 
ea, PErMons were upon publick matters: and what | # 
;m, did theſe concern the Souls of the poor people? | # 
-0utWas not this for bread, to give them a ſtone? | i 
1veiNext, for the ſolid praiſes of a Chriſtian life, I 
hes;fcarce ever heard them named, except overly. | 
ou. Whom heard you preach againſt the love of the jy: 
ie, } World, ſeeking ofeſteem, quarrelling , ſeeking of We 
toirevenge, anxiety and paſſion? Vertue was little js: 
ſo«j preached, and far lefle praQtifed, bh 
re-} N. I am ſire we heard much ſpiritual Doarine is; 
72s; from them; for, theſe are common matters. wr 
tle} 'G+- Read our Saviours. Sermons, particularly; #5; 
out his longeſt upon the mount, and you ſhall finde 
-d,; thele to be the great ſubje&s of his diſcourſe: LL 
ow, 1 confefle they are common, but remember the |'* 
te,, commoneſt things are often moſt uſefull, - As for 
b-: your ſpiritual Dodtrine, the true heights of-ſpiri- [7 
nd, fuality were as little preached, as the living muck #2 
'S?2 30 abſtraftion,. filence and ſolitude, the being of- & 
o-; Cen in the ſtill contemplations of God and Chrift; J-: 
ice, the, becoming dead to all things elſe, ſpending 
LY, : dayes and nights in ſecret faftings | 2nd. ; Prayerss " 
h- how ſeldom were theſe things ſpoken of? .:;.;-- 
ould... bo 
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ll =) 


ll .] ſhall not deny bur they were (piricual, but ol 


[|| ſuch as could never carry on the Auditors to am} 


OF WE 


"N. What then make/you of theny, fi Ince you & 
o_ allow them to be ſpiritual dofrine ? - Her 


1 14a, they were of a'very low (ſize and degree,and 


great perfe&ion, and moſt of them were pratiſecxo 
by the Phariſces. You know they read the Scrip-of 1 
cure, and knew it ſo exatly , as no Chriftians dogzo! 
their Bibles: they obſerved the Sabbath ſeverly,qu 
they prayed many and long prayers. - So thatyau 
theſe external chings, are bur the fringes of * 


Religion. 


N 'We heard Chrift ind him crucified preach-1, 


ll | | ed much. ihe 


' C, It was well if ye did, but let me tell you, iſ! 


| Clift: was fo preached, as to cry up'a bare relj-jyor 
| Ing on him, without obedience to his Goſpel, aslin 


| way of preaching Chriſt. Next, you got amongfizcoi 
you-a world of nice ſubtilties , which you calledith( 
_ Caſes of Conſcience, and theſe were handled withian 
*(o metaphyſical curioſities, that 7 know not whats , 
"es make of them: And the people that ſhould, pr 
"have been driven out of theſe, into the greaty ma 
- pri&ices of a Cliriſtian life, were too much flat-.:; 
tered and humoured'in them. I am'fure our Say tec 
” vieur, and the Penmen of-Scripture had no ſuch, a. 


 *] fear too many did, this was a very pence 


[IE 1yo 


"Ne This Gill diſcovers your carnal heart : God, wa 
help" yol who Pang not che ayes of che; re! 
IT. (el 

id Never tell me of other Wayes of the Spirit, we 


buty, 


/ 


| (aA. | - 
ut holineſſe, charity, and humility, &'c, I do not fi 
Heny buc ſome devout people will be under "M 
loubtings and fears, but this is a weaknefle which Þ3 
ught not to. be fed and humoured in them, and | 
atJuch ſcruples'are to be fatisfied in private. .. But | % 
lecgo hear people, who lead-but common lives, talk Y 
Tp-of ſuch things, is unſufferable. 1 ſhall nor here take: Þ 
dogotice of their ſtrange methods, which .they ſo Þ B 
1y,gmuch admired in preaching: though I could. tell F. # 
nat,you how our Saviour and the Apoſtles uſed .none |: A 
Utof theſe : but: 7 ſhall be ſparing in Chis, it not be» þ. 7 

ing of ſo great, or neceſſary concernment,, * [8 
zh-;. N.. O but what powerfull Sermons were theirs! } 8 

they made;my very heart ſhake.. | bp: 
1 .C, Iamglad it was ſo, bur (ee that by power | &/ 
ly-yyou do not.mean a tone in the voice, a grimace | 
a5!in the face, or a geſture and aftion,or ſome ſtiange I **; 
cond theſe indeed affe&t the vulgar much : but 


zfizconſidering-people ſee through them, and value |; 
edithem. liccle. .. The -voice of God was @ ſtill woice, {* 
thiand Chriſt was not heard in the fireets. . = 
aty,,N. But there were many : converted by, the [| '#* 
yk re and.then there was a great love tothe |: 7? 
t, word, people running far to hear it,  _ © I 
t-.';. G. Truly, Lam fo far from, envy, that T wiſh $M 
-; from my Soul, where one, was converted by you, #5 
h.,a.thouſand had been. - But ſee that by converſiqn F:7* 

1yon do not mean only,a change in opinion,or out- F. 
d, ward behaviour, which might. be done upon inte» F'.1 
cz Teſt ; and remember that there was a kind ofPro- #-% 

lelytes, even to the ſervice of God, who.thereby || ©; 
», became more the children of the devil, than- they | ® 
©: TT ; GC 3 | Op werg be > 


/ 


ee 


| and applied all the places of Scripture that be- 


| 


Fo 


q were. And fee that you do not miſtake every heat' 


,»3 
et. 4 


—_ 
- | "$5 


f 22 } 


in the fancie for a converſion; one "thing 1 muff" 
| challenge'you of, that you call -alwayes youy,- 
preachings,che word of God, for to term them ſo 
and yet to confeſſe,you'may be miſfaken in them# 3 
1s a contradiction ,, frnce Gods word is -infallible 
Your texts indeed are the word of God,but you? 
gloffes oh them, are but the words of alliblgs, 
men; © Now this was a great Are -to - conciliat BY 
tindge veheration #nd authority to: your preach*Þ 
tig#3"fot you called them the-words of the Lord{V 
 Joriged to the inſpired and infallible preachersjun.. 
©o your ſelves, that fo you might be'Rabbies in-/ 
— 'N,'4, but their lives was preachitig , and the)) © 
oked like the Golpel indeed. : = ORE 


E; 
"% 


6. Fain far from denying that there were ver!) © 
good" ten among yon;and there'sre Tone of them 7 

«whom 7'know to havethe fear of God before thei'/ | 

eyes: bur 7 muſt ſay;' they ſeem” to' be little ad *B 


| "vanced above babes ir Chriſt. © For your grea# 

|} men, how firangely did they involve themſelve” "E 
' | In all buſineſſes? and truly a medling temper,look!' 
{ F* rjot like a devout one: but, what*grear (piritvali' - 
$: | ty appeared amongft moſt of them? Leaders 0' 
| | Churches and parties ſhould be alwayes comttien/ 
{||  dinig God and Religion to people; and truly"! | 
{/+} hear there is lictte of 'this in theit monthes 5”; 


It intheir hearts. © | E 
. X; Alas! you know us not , we ſeldom meet, 


rewd prefumption that thereis not'too much of 


**” 


ut,we expound Ir ipture, and have ſpiritual EX= ''s | ; 


heat} 7 "i 
muſ rciſe amongſt us. ., .... _— 
your G.. I confefſe you have enough that way, but F#. 


hat looks more artificial and formal , but in your 3 
em Aiſcpurſe, how few of your words are ſeaſoned with p4 "% 
ble ſts miniftring grace to the bearers ? which is a 1; 5 
701 FMre genuine and native, and fo a more convin-f F.1 
iþ14£1ng way, of commending Godlinefſe to people. 
ae 4But, what great things of devotion, or holinefſe,ſ ' 3 
1ch.1 PPEar: amongſt you ? who of you deſpiſe the} - Ml 
dg world ? give away your goods To the poor? who| © »# 
bej bear. Injuries without reſentments and revenge by 
nn. Who, ere willing to be ſet at nought? who are} 
in {mortifying themſelyes even in the lawfull plea 

' ſures;gf ſenſe? who bear crofſes without murmuy 
Lex) TINgs3 and for the devotignal part, who of you 
.*:-ſeem to. live only to God, and confecrat youy 
ri) time and ftrengch to divine exerciſes ? truly thelq :.; 
-r, things-are..as lictle among you as any party Þ*.% 
oj. know: nay, one thing I cannot paſſe by , that you} 
21 -generally ſeem ſo defirous of being noticed in| * 


ma] 4 A & 4 3 4 

f . 

4 þ 

Vp Rp 4 
L 


a6 Jour Religion; . this is far ſrom our Savioury .;# 
bY - Practice. , q Ra f do 


if -N:: This is all your prejudicat opinion againff 4 
; Us, but had you been. ever with us at our Comy ji 


I - at I. 
;; munjons, you would have been forced to confell 
,. that God was among us. EN 


*4  . I never denied it, for Iam farfrom being ;” 2! 
hidebound, as to affix God to a party, as you ta? 7 


4 confidentlie do. But for your Communions,I aff > 


not like to be much convinced by them, I 
like your runging ſo many miles to them, this 
C4 cum 


|! (24) 
4} {famultuarie and diforderlie; for if it be the Satra{N: T 
4] ene it ſelf you value, you may have it* nearejght Þ 
q | and : but this ſhews, you idolize men too muchzC. T 
Ht { Next, at your Communions, all your bufineſſe iwn de\ 
Fto hear arid talk, whereas the trueſt 'preparationlemn. 
For that work,is, an inward ſtilineſſe and'recolletis. bave 
Lon of mind; and certainly much talk at that timegriced 
[Particularly in che very a&ion it felf; doth-butiN. I 
{ draw out, and diſturb the mind : and 'By reaſon ot our 1 
| your cronds, you cannot have occaſton' of ſich re-i-C. 1 
j! rirement as is neceſſary at fo folemn # time: Andirever 
fro ſpeak plainly, 1 cannot think perſoris-'very-:de-Jhurct 
{| yout, who love rather to hear one talk ,- 'were ito ap] 
| {never ſo good purpoſes, than to' retire! tinwardlyiomes 
| [and commune with their own hearts; -ahd-withwrefle 
|1]} [Ged. Some of you will be many hours i-pub-þip, ai 
[11 flick worſhip, and perhaps not 2 quarter ofan'hour gr M: 
Ii fin ſecret devotions. It would I6ok-liker''Chrift, Woſes 
lj} to be many hours ſecret in prayer, «hd very; ſhort - N. 
1] 20 publick.. LOO 66 ay80 tion he tn 
Wit f © A. I ſee nothing among us pleaſeth you,*but gards 
Ii} {we are never the worſe for all that. 4/57 '''; wehe 
i | C. Truly I cannot admire what 7 judpe* but 2 G.' 
| (fimple and mean. But another fault about-your. well! 
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If {Communions, was, that you had them fo feldom, how | 
i againſt the expreſfe practice of the Apoſtles, 'who fever 
f Tcontinued daily breaking Bread: and the - whole he bu 

zhurch in all ages and places, were frequent in Away 
| this, which you bronght'to once a year." And who cons: 
{f Faught you to ſeparate it from the reſt ofthe ſo- ſaid, 
'temn worſhip, and not have it every Lords day? tom: 

Pre? ti ye. f co: ci 43 4005 That flor 


(95) 
m_ That'was, that by the unfrequency of it, 


edghr be: che more folemn. 
hIC. Then/at length you confefſe, .you ale. your 
iyn devices, to:'make the worſhip of God -more 
>10lemn, But.it had been much-liker the Apoſtles, 
i$ have.celebrate frequently, buc wichal}: tohave 
egticed well ſuch as did receive. 

HUN. Did:you never oblerve the great. devoxion 
' our worthip 2 _ 

«:.C. 'Fruly:Lam Garry, I faw lo licele of ies what 
Ireverence'is it, that - when. prayer: is 4n_ the 
-Hurch; moſt of yau fit on your breeches;Z is-this 
"© 2pproach-:unto: God with the: reverence -be- 
'Omes duft and aſhes? notwithſtanding of the-ex- 
tefſe command of Scripture, O come let.us wors 
hip, and-bow down, and kneel: down before-the Lord 
tur Maker , and you cannot fay this was one og 
Woſes rites;. 

'-N. God looks not to che outward man, ite is 
he inward bowing and kneeling of the (onal he. xe- 
prds; and it is your ſuperſtition to Rand- —_ 
t cheſe outward things. 

- C. Bur we are commanded toglorifie God, as 
yell with: our bodies, as-with .our ſpirtts- - And 
low unhandfome i is it, that we will not teſtifie that 
everenceito God, we would -thew to a man; were 
e buta few degrees above. us ?- befide, you. pho 
twayes call for-Scripture,: ought quickly: to be 
onvinced there 31 moſt Scripture-prayers:, being 
1d, ejther co be in that poſture, orin that which 
ome next-iy reverence to it, to wit, ſtanding. 
_ Saviour kneeled when he prayed co the = 
TNETp 


C6) | 
her; 3 tSe,:Paul, both at Miletus.and: Tyre kneez ey 
ed down,and prayed with the people: ;though fp 
Fyre,-ic was upot-che ſhore, a pretty inconvenien ri 
place forkneeling., ..You know how much Scriy 
Cure 7: can-bring, for kneeling or ſtanding 

:N. Bac it -1s written, David: late before thy 
Lord, and prayed. -: 2g 

214; Buc:is nor this ftrange; that- you; -will bri 
one practice, and follow that rather: than .the- a 
Rane and univerſal pradice. regiftrated jn Scri pcureh,o, 
Beſide, the word there doth not import that: h 4 
fate, but rather that be fifted- bimſeif before; thi otf 
Lords: 'And-chen you.do not. confider-that prayet: 
wizprivate, and it-is undoubted, inare:ſolemnit yo 
is-neceffary in priblick;than in he private worſhip, 
'Whytien do you not. kneel or ftand in\Churchesy R; 
{meeyoudo ſo infecret, and in your Famiily-worl yy 
ſhip? and why notas well, if not ratherin the one ge 
torindthe'other ? eraly this bewrayes . both greaf:* 
weeknefle, and great irreverence. And befide.thil 'q 
3?t6vefence of that wretched poſture. of fitting : 
it is fo convenient for y our eaſe, that: we ſeeimo!! 


er 


fold-chemlſelves roxleep.in the prayers *: and ſuci b 
a5 4o not ſo, ſeem toikiſten to theiprayer,: as thefl ig 
doto the Sermon, without thinking':they are &<. þ 


Joy in-it. And-indeed- to fit, is fo grofle an-abulf - 
fptayer, unlefſe-ſome . bodily | infirmity impoſg * , 
Fe, Chat I rather noo ſee you come £o.our Churebs - 1 
68, than come to''them thus ea gore 'a _—_ ex *h 
ample. f 03 * 6 { 

'2;-But ſince yon named Family-jrncſhip, tak f 
bur -notice what grder was amongft our. _— 
they] 


ed 


C90) 
ey" looking- like lirtle Churches: 'Our: Maſters [i 
bf Families” praying g"praifing , - and expounding . i 
"Scripture, Witt cheir' FETnny what; was not chis 3 
| Coney thing? © 
 C. do approve of # part of it, a think'i ita |: 
ons and'a'Chiriſtiati cuftome ,; to have: Families || 
worſhipping God- together, providing:the: way of WS 
ge be grave and regulariz i of which 7 tha ſpeak as] F 
-WMeerwards. © But for Maſters of Families; 'their'ex- Þ: 
pounding Scripture, It is'intollerable, unlefle they 
tbe very-inrelligent peffons. 'How*+patent'a way | 
otfierwile may this prove, for venting» and broach» A 
Y43ng afrous; 'and' herefies?. but | wontd not have W% 
Ity you value this coo much : Otherwiſe 7 ſhall ſend Wt 
1 you * "ES be religious” houſes" in che” Gtiurch of 9 
I Ro#:24where they have wotſhip ſeverrhours'a' day, 
ol rf avid; thoſe excernal "clings make "NOT men. 
| good of thitmilelves.”: 1 
7 AC But T hope you: will 'not oondalnia: ——_ W- 
{ meetings; eſpecially” when! a Minifter - is "with us jj 
| for fried ferenAs, 9 S | 
9:6," 'Fruly the thing'in it ſelf looksfairrand well, 
{ -bue finte theſeſecretaffemblings havebren much 
"| foandalized ,/ fince'alſo" they may be a-cloak for 
"Y hatching miſchievous pratitices , atid for debauck- 
J ing peoples minds itico- {cliifm and fa&ion, and co 5 
! aconteinpt of the Publick Worſhip,: they:are nor 
{to beuſed, Let people meet as oft as They will 
in Chittch for Worthip : arid what is'nor fit © be 
'Gid in 4 Church,isnotffictobe faid:inia Chamber 
full of People. | "Stick perſons as defire reſolution ; 
for therr fcraples, ought co ask it in'private, and if 
not 
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(8) 
not intheſe; thronged Conventicles. Since.jn ſucpn h 
matcersthe more private one be, the-more lilgany 
| he iis tothe lowly (pirit : and. the more calking tyd th 
be, he looks liker one thae affe&s a name, and tea , 
be'thought fomewhar, The Goſpel is.a humblgoulc 
{imple thing, whereas formal affe&ed ſtuff, loolew ( 


| | Hike che ſpiric of pride, and Phariſaical vanity, abing 
il | leafticgratifies it coo much. EVE .N 


N. 1 :ſee you will not 'allow us the praiſe waatt 
eruly deſerve; bur it is no matter, our record ii C. 
on high: The men in the world alwayes (ct = ſ} 
naught the children of-God, bur at leaſt-you canthat 
netideny us this glory, that were long inggreafoug 
Unity. -:: k 22h F-19317 4 þ 240% pie I 

:+ C.:Tlovenot the fpirit:of detra&ion; but I conyou 
feſs I wonderito (ee a party. cryed up tothe Heabegi 
vens for-nothing 3 fince I: can: ſpeak it with greadllar 
ſincerity, I could never ſee any thing amongſt youleft 
that -conld: raiſe in me any. great veneration for! N 
you-: -And Tam (uve, what ever do it, your: unitypain 
will never do it. Itis trug,;as long as yauhad.tcgoin 
do withetheſe;; whom you moſt unchrjſtianly,-andhex! 
maliciouſly,cafled the Malignants,. yay were one, C 
as Simean; and Ley? . were; but, when ever thatwe | 
-was done, you quickly broke, among your, ſelyes dra 


and-to let ſe: how keen you. were upon your,con-'? 


tentian'z3 even; though the. ground of Jour firſt*! 
breachiwas foon: taken gut. of; the way.z; yet; you, __ 
kept: up: your differenges,. with as;much. heat, as” 
if they had been che. greaf.. matcers of Chriſtian | 


Religiqn, How fierce; were you one againf} ano-' 


You $g 


7 


pgs: 4 
lng had ſo-inured the Pulpit to ſcolding, that in 


ligany places it was the vulgar Dialed& of chat place; 
> ind this you did publickly 1n the fight of the Sun, 
d tea , ſo hot were you on both fides, that you 
blgould liften co no accommodation, nor to any 
olew (they were very ſew) who would have brought 
- ahings co a temper. 

' N. This was our fault, but you exaggerat the 

whatter too much; 

is C. I do it but with truth , and to ſhew that” 
= ſpirit moved among you, was [o contentious, 
anthat when you had no bodie to contend with,you 
2afbught amongſt your (elves. Yea, upon the hap- 

pie revolution ; how hot was the Partie among 
nyou which prevailed againſt the other, and was 
= prkoeys ſnaply to depoſe them, till you were 
agllarm'd that the Biſhops were coming in, and fo 
uleft it to them ? 
517 N. Now you are malicious, to inveigh fo a- 
yÞainft us, you know I can repay you in your own 
I will then go to; and examine your way 


C. I never doubt, but you can fcold well, but 


twe have hada ſharp bour of it » we will therefore 
; ;Uraw breath a little, | 


| —_ " Þ. 
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DIALOGUE It wa 


N. RYX you have hitherto ſaid tho 

, expe there were ſome extraordinayyn 
fablime thing among you; but he that looks Op! 
muſt confeſs, that all theſe defe&ts you charge it 


_ us, are far more amongſt you; beſides, you conggr, 


ſhore of us, in what. you acknowledge was gouypai 
amongſt us. So that yon have all our evil, s a 
none of our good : And you dare not deny,butgej 
our dazes Scot/and lookedIiker a ChriftianChurcyfg 


' than it doth ar this day. WET! bo 
..C. D& not miſtake me,, as if 1 were ſo ingagdoy 
'to any intereſt, or party,' as blindly to defend ily c 
which moſt of you commit. I am ſo far Epifco ; 
_pal, as to, love the Order, and to live in peacgye 
and ſibmilſion under it.. But I never ſwore fealyh 
ty to any.Set. My hearty wiſh, and daily earne} | 


prayer to God, is, that all theſe diftinguiſhinþu 


' names were buried , and: out of: head, chat fyo 
with nnited force we may all joyn to advance thigr 
true and everlaſting defigns of the Goſpel. : As folgo 


the fins many among us are guilty of, 1 abhor wn 
thought of patronizing them ; and,may be, ſomim 
of us, though we love not in publick to be evelof 


. Tpeaking of the times , whereby peoples mindiea 
are eaſily bribed toa contempt of the Goveriki 


naurs ; x in little noticed by you : yet infecrefar 


'mottrn for theſe things as bitterly as any of yol1j 


> Re” 
$49 Bat remember you.your ſelves aro guileier 
Fehe preſent looſneſs, than perhaps you think. 
iN. How can that be, fince for as bitter as you 
re againſt us, you dare not charge us with coun-" 
enancing of vice. TREE 
10U+G, But you make Religion ſuch a cloak to fo 
1ngany State-deſigns , that this makes too many 
5 Olmpiouſly to ſuſpe& Religion to be but a deſign 
>< Of it (elf. Beſide, you drove people co an out- 
-ONlgard compliance with you, in many of your forms, 
_— their hearts, which hath made them nauſea. 
at all Religion: not being able to judge betwixt 
UtReligion and theſe miſtakes. But that which is 
IiChfgreateſt weight, is, that our Saviour knits the 
. bounding of iniquity, with the waxing cold in 
Stove 3 now, how faulty youare in this, 1 ſhall eaft- 
1 ify demonſtrate. 
[coy N. No peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked; you 
eacgver charge our hating of fin, as uncharitablenels 2 
ealgghereas-this is but zeal for God and his truth, 
ne} E, Theſe are the falſe glofſes you put onthings, 
1nþut take notice of the humour of your people, 
[you are apt to judge us in theſe matters which 
hare doubrful diſputations , and think a man ne 
fogood Chriſtian except he be of your Party, Next, 


- *— YL 
EL 
1 $4 7+ 


thiyou are ever liſtening to, and ſpreading a great 


mimany catcles of ns, which are the great ſubjefts WÞ3% 
veoof your diſcourſe ; and what @an be more unchari- 7% 


iditable than this is ? You alſo carry ſourly,. and un- 


erkindly to us, as if we were of another Religion , If -* 


'etand ſhan all: converſe or friendſhip with us ; You 
Oflikewiſe caft very odious aſperſions upon us, as 
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i faly isa far greater trial, than to ſuffer a little it, C. 
| 1 the world. ane 1s. 


Ml! chac Brand , which che. Chriſtian Church onl 
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[f Apoftates, Changlings, Time-ſervers, and thifiy, 


like..;\. and ſome of. you rail at us, moſt petulanifeate 
ly: Now whereas you alwayes talk of perſecution} N. 

truly jt. is more on our fide than yours : for, tÞns, y 
an ingenuous fpirit, if he be not much above alz blac 
theſe chings, ſuch ulage chiefly when ic is 'univered co 


L 


N. Truly I do not deny, but too much of thathent; 
you ſpeak is true, and I with there were more chat , h' 
rity on all fides. But, are not moſt of you Apogni 
ſtares, Changlings, and Time-lervers ? Epiſcc 

Ge: What invidious work is ic for you to faſten} N. 


Wi fained thoſe with, who fell off from- Chriſtianity C. 
E5: toHeatheniſm, upon the leaving ofa party? Lookyn adc 
£4! not this like the (ſpirit of the Devil? juſt as iſpr Lo 


8] gainft the horrid hereſies and crimes of the Gno4 


anos. 


ſticks, to every little errour, which you are rea- 
dy enough to do. And as for changing , exceptfemp 
you make it a reproach for a man to grow wiſer,g Biſl 
It can be none for a man to ſee he was once miſta-you. 
ken. - This generation was engaged by you , ere} N 
they could well confider things, . to your way, andtage : 
your oaths, and then you ſtrive to keep them al-' C. 
wayes in a non-age, - by telling them they muſt bethis, 
edfaſt, and that it is aſnare after vowes to makefor,b' 
enquiry. And what ſtrange do&rineis it, co taxgs tl 
an obedience to the Laws of the Kingdom (when Nexc 
jn our conſciences we can(o do) as time-ſerving? ler 
[5 1 Nay, Tot t; 


; (33) 
Hy, perhaps as I hinted before, you are the 
eater time-ſervers, 

N. Well, though I owe charity to your per- . 
Pas, yet 1 owe none to your wayes,and I call what 

| black, black, therefore IT can never be recanct- 
$4 co your Epiſcopacy. [TY 
i C. This head falls aſutder in two things; The i } 

| & is, a general confideration of that Govern- F_ 7. 
ene; The other is,ſuppoling it were as you think 
i , how far you olight to ſeparate from what is 
ifſſe. Now, tell me what are your quarrels at 
piſcopacy ? 

N. I cannot think that Church-men ſhould be 
= Lords, and be great perſons. 

This belongs not co the tliing it ſelf, but is 
| <Idirior of the Chriſtian Magiſtrates; and, Sir, 
pr Lord , and Gentleman, and Nobleman differ | 

ut in degree: Since theri a Miniſter, were he ne- * 
yer (o meanly born, gets the temporal hofiour of | 
q Gentleman put upon him, why may not the | 
temporal henour ofa Lord, be as well piit upon 
2 Biſhop? ſurely this muſt not be conſidered by | 

you. 
' NN. But they ſhould not Lord over Gods heri- 
hige: : therefore away with your Lord Biſhop. 

/ C, If you underftarid all Scriptures as you do 
this, you may write excellent Commentaries : 
rs Lording,is meant a tyrannical dominationj 
as the word clearly imports, arid not a title. 
Nexc, Gods heritage, which you apply co the 
lergy, is not inthe Text, All in the Greek, is_ 
pot tyrannizing over = Lots or divifions: - 


nf F "4 
> at : 
7 4." 
? PY-2 © ip 
a FS. 
WW. 14 
F 7 
$ x; F; 
” : 
= pa... 
ith > A - 
of 
La 
" * - 
: Þ - 
, LIP) » -H 
« 
of * 
F _ d 
#S 
4, 
$ 4 
A P 


— > 
——C eo— —_—_——  -- _ —> 

=" "EB a - 

_ 3 VEE . » ”. 


It with whatever reaſon you put down Biſhops fron, 
i# being as Noblemen, that ſame will prove, you 
1 Minifters ought not to be Gentlemen, excep 
I they be born fuch; and I fear your Leaders wil 
Hi have no minde to this. 

| N. But this is not all: my chief quarrel againlf 
i Biſhops is, that they are a ſfunfion of mans de. 

We || viling, and no where inſtituted by God. 

C. Truly you may ſpeak oberly here, for be2" f 
fore | meddle with this, T will ſhew in a few things, 
that however you talked bigly of 75 divinum, 
yet you minded it as little as any could. Youy 
| Lay-Elders,though I deny them not to be a good : 
| inſtitution, are founded on no Scripture, as nou if 
the moſt judicious of your party own : For whe l 
{ you urge, that becauſe the Apoſtle gives rules ons 4 
| ly for Biſhops and Deacons, that the other ordeff! 5 
| of Dioceſan Biſhops muſt be ſhuffled our ; how af wo 
| that ſame time did you not ſee, that ruling Eldery_ 
| were not there? and the places you alledge fo q p* 

them, are ſo abuſed, that it appears you firſg 
reſolve to maintain them, and next to ſeek Scrip3 ow 
ture-proof for them. The Brethren 1n the Coun} ov 
 cil of the Apoſtles, proves too much , that chef} 
are judges of dodrine; | which yet you will not! n 
| own. Beſide, it is abſurd to- think that was & © 
| Church Judicature, as ſhall ſoon appear. Thay wa 
of ruling with diligence, is fond; for there, is mad. 
' an emuneration of Chriſtian duties,and if you mak , 
_ an office for all there, we ſhall have more ranks of = s 
Church-men,then. they of Rome have. And it if 4 
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bme extraordinary Gifts. Who would not pity 
en who build upon ſuch fandy foundations? _ Wi 
714 N. But what ſay you to the Elders that rule 
ell? W 5 
af C. Truly this is far from inſtituting an cffices 
16107, this ſpeaks of an office then in being; ſo, by Ws 
ſome other place, you muſt prove their inſtituti- W3 
zedl- There are five or ſix ſeveral glofſes put on I; 
.theſe words, bur I proteſt,] think any of them ap= 7 
5 hears more genuine then yours. That which I #2? 
\Fonceive the crue ſenſe of the words, is,\Let fuch W: 
o $120ng you as are fixt to rule particular charges, | 
be doubly honoured : but efpecially thoſe Evan- 
eliſts, who have no medling with rule, but la- 
dour 'it1 word and dofrine. Thus you fee how 
1 grounded your Elders are. Next, how want 
,fou Deacons ? | 
rg N+ It ſeems you know our Diſcipline ill, that 
- $20w not we had Deacons. 4 
{1 C- T know very well you had ſomewhat called if 
> Peacons, but this was only a name to deceive the I 
Pi eople, who otherwiſe might have been ſtartled, 
\ + have found Deacons in their Bibles, and not in 
jour*Charches 3 but I tell you, your Deacons are 
' Jo Scripture-deacons, who were not as yours are, 
|, Lay-perſons, bur Eccleſiaſtick, and ſeparate by the 
gdvpoſition of hands for that funCtion, and ſo were 
i continue. Beſide, where was it ever heard of, 
oÞat 2 Church-office was taken from any, withouc 
: fault ? whereas you yearly altered 'your Elders 
1d Deacons. Next, why wanted you Diaconeſſes, 
nece the Scripture is (o particular about them, 
D 2 telling 


MN 


3 ( 36.) 
telling of their order, of their being received tofft 
F ic, of cheir Qualifications, of their Age, and of © 
{ cheir Imployment ? 
| N. Truly Thave heard many of our Miniſters || C 
{ fay, the want of them was a fault. 'L 
| C. Next, why wanted you Evangeliſts, ſince | I 
| there are fti]] men who have peculiar eminencies jj 4 
| in preaching ? why ſhould they be confined to one || ti 
charge, and not to be made to preach over a jj 
| Councrey, as they ſhall be called? {ri 
| MN. That was an extraordinary thing,which was || 2 
| in the dayes of the Apoftles. | 
| OC. This is well afferted : any thing in Scrip- 
ture, that makes for you, call it ordinary, and what | 
doth not pleaſe you, is extraordinary, Bur truly, | 
fince it is impoſſible to get a whole Church ſer- jj fe 
ved with fuch a Miniſtery, as were to be delired, | ſl 
It ſeems to be neceſſary, even in thoſe dayes, tofj © 
have an office of Evangeliſts. But farther, in what | f« 
place of Scripture read you'your claſſical Subordi- jj 
nation of Seſſions to Presbyteries, &c? This 7 
acknowledge is rational and orderly, but founded} * 
upon no divine right. 1 
N. How did they of Antioch ſend up to theſe} 
at Feruſalem ? and are not the ſpirits of the Pro-\| *| 
bets ſubje& to the Prophets ? | C 
| _ C. By the laſt placezit is clear, he is ſpeaking offj 
| Parochial Churches, which ſubje&ion none deny; P 
| bur for the former, it is ridiculous to urge it, 
fince it is certain they of Antioch ſent not up to} ® 
Jeruſalem, either as to a Church ſuperior to ic, b 
or as to.an Oecumenick Council, but to _ C: 
There 


to| 
of | 


(37 ) 


there, who were immediatly inſpired by God : as} hy 
the Fews conſulted the high Prieſt his Urim and Wil 
| Thummim ; and if that was a Council, chen all 


rs || Councils may ſpeak in their ſtile, which none but | 
{ a Papiſt can ſay, For to preface our as, with, 


- 
BH 


es ; 
ne | 
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It ſeems good to the Holy Ghoſt, and yet to ſay, we } $ 
are ſubje& to error, is a contradiction, And thus ; 
the ſubordination of your Courts was a meer hu- | 


mane device; ſo that if the jus divinum be the Wi 


| rule, the Iadependants had the better of you, But 


as for your Diſcipline, what warrand of Scripture ji} 


have you for 1t? 


XN. The excommunicating the Inceftuous perſon, iis 
| and the noting thoſe that walk diſorderly, &c. po 
| C. I do not deny, but there are clear grounds 
{ for ſeparating ſcandalous perſons from our Wor- It 
7 ſhip; bue, why ſo many dayes? and why in a place 
y of repentance ? and why the uſe of Saok-cloathh #5 
1 ſometimes ? is not this the device of men? V4 
{ bring Scripture for it? ft 


N. Sure the Church hath power to doin theſe kl 
q things, as ſhall tend moſt co order; and the dayes, ' 


1 place, and habit, are but external gfings. 


C. Now I have you at a great advantage, | | 
| though you underſtand it not. Why may the 


Church impoſe ſuch dayes of penitence, and not- 


| as well order all for the ſins of the year to be in 


penitence all the time of Lent > And why is one 
place made a part for Penitents to be in, and may 
not another with as good and better reaſon 
be made the proper place for Communi- 
cating ? And why may = a Chureh-man officiat 

3 in 


(3) 
4n a Surplice, 'as well as a-penitent put on Sack 91 
't cloath? fince the one is a ceremony expreſlive of 
' repentance, as well as the other is of innocence 
and both were equally practiſed under the Law. 
 _ NN. I confefſe, 1did not think on theſe things, 
| but T believe our Miniſters have anſwers to them, 
C. You may well believe, for you ſhall never 
ſee ic, for there is no imaginable difference be-\t 
ewixt them: One thing 7 conſeſſe, that a :manj i 
once reſolved not to believe a thing, if he. have} 1 
| < any ſubciltie of (pirit , will make a ſhift to. fay} 
' | Comewhat upon any thing. But I have not done}: 
| | with ſhewing your difformity with the Scripture-| 
| pattern; ſince then we were juſt now ſpeaking of 
| the Gouncil at Feruſalem, why do you not ob-! 
ſerve that Law? | 
N. Becauſe that was only to bury the Syna-: 
gogue with honour, and as for the meats offered, 
to idols, St. Pay] takes that away. ; 
' E. Thisis like you, till co. deviſe fancies againſt | 
expreſle Scripture; where ayes the Scripture, that 
| Was done to pleaſe the Jews? as for St, Paul, con-| 
fider that he wgote his Epiſtle before. he went ro! 
Feruſalem , k..1 yet St. Fames tels him theſe| 
Things were ſtill obſerved there ; which ſhews, that; 
a thing may be obligatory i in one place, and not in 
another: and ſo,that in theſe externals, commands 
are not intended for laſting. obligations. Next, 
| why uſe you not waſhing of feet, ſince there is no; 
Sacrament ſet down more pun&uall y in Scripture? | 
The Element is, Water, the Aion, waſhing the | 
feet, the Iaſticution, a T heve: done, ſo do ye, and ye 


gbe | 


'f 


oug C 


mT 


Sack-j ught to waſh one anothers feet , and the fpiritual F 7 
ve offuſle of it, is humility. Why do you not there- 
ence :fore uſe this rite? = 
aw. | N. Why donot you uſe it, fince you cannot re- hp} 
ings,/fuſe the Scripture more than we? | a} 
hem, C. Forall ſich matters, I have a clear anſwer, ||; 
never] that in theſe externals, God intended no perpe- WM. 
 be-\tual obligation 3 and therefore in them 7T tollow 
'manj the praftice of the Catholick Church. Next, in Wi: 
have your Worſhip, why do you not kiſle one another W2 
> fay} with a holy kifſe ? why do you not anoint clle fick W% 


F Ld 


done] with oyl, as St. James commandeth? Wy * 
Ure-! MN. it is clear, That was extraordinary, for he W% 
1g off promiſes recovery upon the anointing. We 
ob=- £C. No ſuch matter, it is upon the prayer of W# 

1 faith, that he promiſes recovery, he alſo promiſeth 8 ths 
yna-! forgivenefle, and fince you pray by all, and do not {Wi= 
red} fay that it is more then a mean for their being rai- 18 
ſed up and forgivenz why do you not as well a- #3 
10ſt} noint, fince the Scripture commands it ? But all #4% 
hath} ehis ſhews, that however, with women, and fimpleB| 
ONs; people, you talk much of your ſticking ro the br 
to! Word, and by your grave nods, and big words W# 
ele} whbuld perſwade them, that it is ſo; yet you ares 
hath as far from it as any. 7 ſhall end all chis with an 
tin inſtance of great importance, who taught you the 
ids] change of the Sabbath? TI am far from ſpeaking 
xc, | againſt the Church that did ſo, but you will reac 
no; the Bible long ere you finde it there; that of their 
e?, meeting on the firſt day of the week, fayeth not 
he that they antiquated the Saturnday ; that of the 
ye; Lords day, faith yet lefle for it. : 
be | D 4 N. Well 


v 


yell prove,our Church was not perfe&; it never} be 
{| juſtifies you:Or,do you mean to lay afide the Scrip-1 we 


ch 


|| tions of men; and therefore it was not neceſffarie 


[| they ſhould contain dire& rules; for the Church- 


| Theſeare everlaſting obligations, becauſe the rea- 
14 fons of them are perpetual : But the other rules 
{| were accommodat to the then ſtate of things 3 
[| whieh altering, they alter likewiſe. And this is ſo 
+ | rational, that I can ſee nothing to be exceptedia- 
| nhciqrn any ſhew or colour of reaſon. Nay, 
F 'C 


[| the old diſpenſation was bound up, and limited 
[| fo the ſmalleſt matters, Chriſt hath delivered us 
| fon that law of Ordinances, and hath made us 


[Tf XN. Thisis to take the Crown off Chrifts head, 
[}and to pull him off his Throne, and to deny him 


| are in Scripture, that there ſhould be Church Of- | 7 
| ficers, that thoſe ſhould be ſeparate for that Fun- | 
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at 
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| divine warrands; and therefore the common rules | £ 
a 

| | o 
{f tion, that they ſhould be obeyed. that chings | { 
1 

t 

I 

{ 

| 
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N. Well, what make you of all this? it may}Ki 


£ 


” 


cures ? { OL 


|} ©. Tt once checks your inſolence, who pretend | 

1 fo big, upon fo light grounds; and it is certainly 2 pe 
{ | direQer oppoſition ro Scripture, to negled waat | w 
| | Is exprefly enjoyned, as you do, than to add in| 1 
{| ſome lefler matters, All 1 fay upon the whole | c: 


| Matter, is, that the Scriptures were deſigned by F 


. 


| Gody for the purifying the hearts and converſa- | 


policy,which being a half civil matter, needs not | 


ould be done to order, edification, and peace. 
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is looks like the Chriſtian liberty, for, whereas 


King, 
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(41) i} 
may} King, which was the good confeſſion he vienefſed | rk 
ver) belore-Pilate , and for which he came into the (4 ?; 5 
rip- | world; this allo makes him unfaithful, and inferi- WF 

{ our to Moſes. Ie 
end; C. Thele are fine devices to terrifie imple ay! 
y 2 | people , and with ſuch calk you triumph among ſt 2 
1at | women, and in your Conventicles. But,how lictle W% 
In | reaſon will ſuffice to let a man ſee through that 
le © | canting ? I (ay then, Chriſts Crown, his Throne, W4 
by | and Kingdom, is an inward and ſpiritual ene, and MW 
a= | not of the world, nor as the Kingdoms of the W # 
1e j world: And a great part of his Kingdom.,is,theli- Wai 
he berty whereto he hath called us, freeing us from WY 
2t | the yoke of the former {lavery and pedagogy. Wi 
es | And fince no Allegory holds, it is ridiculous ro Wil 
- | argue, becauſe offices in a Kingdom are named by W ws 
- | the King, cherefore it muſt be fo in the Churchz F-- 
E ſince you may as well ſay , there muſt be coin WF # 
. || ſtamped by Chriſt, Beſide, what King will chink Wks 
= | his prerogative leſſened, by conftituting a Corpo= KiH 
$ | ration; to whom he ſhall leave a liberty to caſt {8 
, 
; 


themſelves into what mould they pleafe, provid- B8E 
ing they obey the general lawes, and hold that li- "8-5 
berty as a thing depending upon him ? Chriſts By 

| faithfulueſſe conliſted in his diſcharging the Com- Wa 
| | miſſion given him by the Father; of which, whoſo- BW: 
ever doubts, let him be Anatheme Maranathe. 
But, who told you, it was in the Fathers Com- 
miſſion ? If you argue from Moſes, it will (ay more Wi? 
than you will grant, chat all parciculars muſt be M #3 
determined: ſince then, as Mgſes determines the i: 
dayes of ſeparation for a legal —— 
i AI = 


” (42) 

'doth not the Goſpel determine the ſeparation fo(Chu 

© fpiricual uncleannefſe ? Nay further, confider Mo#®"» 
'3{ Jes inftitured no Church-Government, in the waydev*« 
; we uſe it; for that of the Tribe of Levi, and|g"* 
| | Houle of Aaron, was only Typical, and to wait on|Chy 
-( the Temple, and the Worſhip to be performed|Was 
{ there. Beſide which, they had Synagogues all the\*1 
| x3 Land over, and wherever they had Colonies in; the 

| £ the World, and in theſe they had their Rabbies, | #5 
[ x their-Scribes, and their Rulers, and their chief! YE 
Ruler of their Synagogues, which read their Law, de: 
| { performed ſach Worſhip as was not tyed to the| 1ec 
| « Temple at Jeruſalem, and they inflifted Dilci- th 
pline upon offenders : and theſe might have been} 3s 
' of any Tribe, not only of that of Levi; and yer | fic 
| 4 our Saviour never challengeth this , but went in 
{ to the ralers 'of their Sytjafogues; the like you | 
finde done'by his Apoſtles, and they never declame | Þ 
againſt it, as af humane invention. Whence ir | V 
7 muſt follow; that you maſt grant,either what they | - 
| { did, 'was ' foinded on divihe tradition (which no | 6 
| 4 Cliriftian will grant )or chat a form of Government ; 
| 


4 was deviſed by men, and yet no unlawful thing. 
1And if the” Jews had ſuch liberty , certaibly the 
4 Chriftiati Cirtrch is at leaſt more free, as'to theſe 
[| excernals,”” And after all, fince Chrift is the Head 
tof the World; as well as of the Church, why did 
[{ fot he determine the order of the one, as well as 
of the other ? - ns 

" N:;: The odds is very great, for his Church is 
I} dearer to' him than all the world. TO, 

I C. Why then doth he not determine how his 
Church 


| 


| 


| C43) | if 
fo{Church ſhould be governed,/ as to the civil mat- 
MoS#er, fince- Juſtice is a part of his Law, as well as \W## 
waydevotion ? and the civil peace, I hope, you will F-9 
and{grant, is more neceſſary co the very being of the 8 
- on| Church, than | is order in.Dilcipline 3 and ſo it ' . 
ned was determined in the old Law, -but yet it 1s lefc | 
thejat libercy in the new. And thoughl1 ſhould grant, } 
in| the Church, as Church, is dearer to Chriſt, then 
es, | as they are men, a fooliſh and childiſh nicetys: | 
ief! Yet a King , though he looks moſt co what 1s Wt = 
w, | deareſt to him; he will have his authority acknows | Vs; 
hel ledged in all his domynions : whence it will, with WW»-# 
j-| the ſame parity of reaſon follow; that ſince Chriſt 8% 
-n | is the King of the earth, ! there ſhould be no. Of= jr 
2c | fices in it, but of his appointment. - - : WEL 
n] MN. I never loved this carnal reaſon, 1t.is an ene< WEIS 
a | my to Religien 2: -OQur Miniſters bring us to. the 7+ 
e | Bible for everything chey: ſay,-but you come on [+ 
c | with your reaſon. - TOO Tels SHEN .\ # 
7 | - G.. Truly:you have good cauſe to be againſt rea= Yy& 
> | fon, for it and'you cannot both prevail. If by V4 
- | earnalreaſon,. you meana fober examining things, E482 
by the diftates of-Nature ſee that you condemn 77 
not that, - which is indeed the voice of Ged in us, Bt. 
and therefor is to:be received. And if you make 
this contrary to Religion, you'bring as :great.a 
ſtain upon Religion, as an Atheift could deviſes 
Bur if by reafon,. you mean little pittiful aibling 
\ with (ome ill underſtood, and. worſe applied dis: 
ftin&ions, out: of. Arifiotle and Ramus, as is very 
- frequent among-you , that .is juſtly called: vain 
Philoſophy. And for Scripture, do not — 
UI 


A” 


\ thus if you can rightly weigh things, I have faid 
' enough to convince.you, that in matters of Go- 
1 4 vernment , the Church 1s at liberty : Bur if you 


i 4 of the Angels of the Churches , than ever you 
| 4 this Government was in the Church. 


| (ne. To the Law., and to the Teſtimony ; for from 
Il (the beginning it was not ſo. 


| tudice againſt theſe, Churches ; bur think ſoberly, 
| zwhether is it likelier, that thoſe wholived fo nigh 


i! 4poſtles better then we do, at the fagg end of an 
| qthouand and fix bundred years ? As allo, whether 
| ys it liker, that the Church then, alwayes in the 
! afire of perſecution, was purer then ſhe is now ? 
F (God: bleſs me from the pride of: comparing my 
| elf with theſe worthies , who were honoured to 
£onrert the world, and to die for theitruth ? 


' uries, as our Miniſters lay. | 


| 4--C. They are grolly ignorant, or difingenuous, 


tiny 


| i buil d fareft upon it, who are ever quoting it fail- 
| 4 eſt; the Devil did that, and {o do all Se&s. And Cal 
| at 
| thei 
| will fill go to Scripture, I can poſitively ſay, 
b{ { though in it nothing amounts to a-demonſtration ; | 
© 1 There are fairer likelihoods for Biſhops, from that 


{ fall find in it for Presbytery : but I will not fay 
i 4more of this. Next, let metell you how ſoon | 


N. I will not deny, tares ſprung very early in | 
; Gods Husbandry , but that will never convince | : 


»'C. You do well topoſſe(s your ſelf with a pre- | 


| gthe facred time, underſtood the mind of the A- 


| + A, But Biſhops were not in the ewo firſt Cen- | 


d ſay ſo, all Hiſtory being againſt them ; Igna- ( 


11 


|. fi4s 


{ the 
D&: 


| R 

- fu 
; of 
| 


o 


- |. tis Epiſtles are plain Language. The Apoſtoli-ly *#© 
{ | cal;Canons.(a work of very venerable atitiquity, W#-* 
1! at leaſt ' che firſt 50 of them, though none of) ge. 
[ 


g-T% 


| theirs perhaps) all over, ſhew the diflerence was 19 = 
[ then betwixt Biſhops ard Presbyters, particular- | 
| ly the 40. Can. The Presbyters and Deacons ſhall: 
| finiſh nothing without the Biſhop's ſentence : For, 
| he is intraſted with the people of God, and ſpall be 
required to pive account of thear- ſouls. And the 
Gme thing was allo.enjoyn'd, Syn. Azel. Can. 19. | 
And in Cyprian's:time it is undenied , that their WT : 
Power was then well regulate and ſettled. For 3M %. 
though.that great Saint and Martyr tells, /;b. 3. F 
Epiſt. x0. That he had decreed in the beginning of i &. 3 
| has (Biſhaprick to do nothing witbout the advice of Wh #4 
i bis Presbyters, yet , EP. 9. of that book to Ro- Wh + 
| 2atian'a Biſhop, who had asked his advice cons WM **.; 
-Gerning an affront he had received from a Dea= Wh * * 
| .con, jhe ſayes,. that by bis Epiſcopal vigour and au- VF 1 
;tharity of bis Chair, he bad power preſently to pu- #* 
niſh him : And towards the end of that Ep. he yp} # 


F<. 


ſayes, theſe are the beginnings of Hereticks , and Wh 


#be riſe and deſigns of Shiſmaticks, to pleaſe them- F Lg 
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the Vacancy of a See, did not judge themſelves * 
ſufhciently impopred for Ecclefiaſtical adminiftra- | 
tian, by what the Presbyters and Deacons of 
| Rome write to Cypr. lib. 2. Ep. 7. faying, That 
' fince.a Biſhop was not at that time choſen, in place 
) of the deceaſed Fabian, _ was none to _— 
i V5 "i 


=. (45 ) 
| oll things amengft them, who might with authority \0 
e antladyice take account of matters : Sure they | 
} thought litcle of Presbyters,being equal in power '1 
ty to their Biſhop, who write fo of a Chi ch where- jd 
f wo in the Epitcopal power 1ijght feem devolved on} Il 
fel them. Bur, I believe, few of you know theſe Ul 
'F Writings.” In the Council of Nice, ſpeaking of|'ly 
' of the power of Merropolitans, which was an addi-| R 
I ff Tional ching to that of Biſhops over Presbyters: | ſt 
i'm} The Canon fayes, Let the ancient Cuſtoms be in 
Teff force. Now, how chis excrefling power ſhould | or 
| tve crept into the whole Church, and no men- | di 
g. tion when it came in, no temporal Princes, north 
Tax. Univerſal Councils ro introduce it, and that at a |-Pr 
[ek time of perſecution, when the Church was 'leaſt | of 
to'be {ufpefed of pride, no Secular conſidera= |-Af 
| tion being to flatter 'this power; nay, on the con» /rc 
 trary, they alwayes bore the firſt brunt of the 741 
| Perſecution; -and how-none -oppoſed it , if this dri 
pd Was not introdtced 'by Apoftles, or Apoftofical anc 
| Ich} men, Paſſerh 'my divination, Neither can any op 
"os | thing be alledged againit this, 'bur fome few or! Te 
 disJoynted, places of fome Authors, which at moſt | the 
prove , thac chey judged nt the origine of | ſet 
#elj Biſhops cd'be Divine: But-none except* Aerius dif 
'©£at (branded 'apon'that account with Herefie, both all 
| by Auguſtine and Epiphanins } $d ever fpeak a- [fror 
aj Zink the difference was  betwixt Biſhops and {the 
--»{ Presbycers. And4'torthe'few'places they alledge, to 1 
ſhorild'F reckon'up all that from'thefe fame Anchors , . 4 
| may be broughr'for ic, T ſhould' grow too redi- jare, 
BF: &Y & QUS$ ' 


” 4 & P 


i 
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C © )? = 
ty j:pus. Ferom is he for whom they triumph, but 18 
ey [upon very ſmall ground':/ for, befide that che be” yas 
ering but a Presbyter, might have exalted his own 33% 
e- | dignity to theiheight, andihis fervent. ( Thad al=- at 7 
2n | moſt ſaid fiery )ſpirit, drives him along in every it 
ſe] thing to an excefle ; as may appear from, not on- Wt *: 
of | :ly his ingadgements with Fovin. Vigilan. and | 
i- | Raffin. but even with the incomparable St. Au- 
s: | ftine : all can be drawen from his words, 1s, .that | 
in the difference 'betwixt Biſhop and Presbyter, 'was | 
14 | only of degree and not -of office, and "that the } 
1- | difference was not of Divine, but Ecclefiaftical-auw- IM: 
"Er [thority: but even he 'exprefly confeſſeth , that W#; 
2 |-Presbyters did not ordain, and that the origine tt 
{| of the exercifing power was /in the dayes' of the Wh © 
a> |Apotiles, to prevent Schiſms; for, he ſayes, 'that ÞÞ F 
a- from the dayes of St. Mark, till Denis and: He» i 
1e [raclas, there were conſtantly. Biſhops. it: Aexan- BY >. 
is }.dria; and he 'compares the Biſhop, Presbyrers -ÞF-:;: : 
al iand Deacons in/the Churchito . Aaron. the. High= >. 
T [Prieft, his ſons ithe Priefts-and the Levites»inzthe -j;þ "7 
zr | Temple, and fayes that it was decreed through Wh #7 
& | the whole World, that one Presbyter ſhould be: BY: 
of | ſet over thereſt; and to root out the ſeeds of W.- 
/s difference, the whole care was laid upon one: for Wli* 
h [all this, ſee Fer. ad Exyag. and upon Titus : and Wit 
z- from this you may ſee how little ſhew of ground 
4 ithere is from him or any other Church-writter 
e, to rejeC the Epiſcopal authority. 
'$, . N, But theſe Biſhops were not ſuch as ours 
i= |are, | 
S | | C, I 
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[{ E"Biſhops,:or Pcesbyt, 
}{ | ilrerle Church-ftory.; 1who kn 
if 4 *Presbyters-did nottiing witho 


{| | beillnow, and there-is.our preſent caſe 


| meceſlary thing that the S 
' | oven Ohurch-men, (be. peculiarly jncha 


| -ofithe Clergy: ſince ino order of 
{4 | Much-to |be :regulated, :as that of Church-me 
] Aadtherefore unlels they be:all equal in:gifts,:and 


| authority. :Ifche'power:of Biſhops 
 f buſed, it: is but that to-whigh all 
| are \{[yable: .nor.can Presbycery (be freed .of £ 


F 


4 
$- 


| epplyed 1to:. this, rem 
$ the uſe. SÞ6t- | £ 


| C1], confeſs they-mete betterimen, thin ejitherls 4 
| ters: alive are: But he knows 


ows not , that thef: 
at ithem, and thac! 


bt particularly, Presbyters could neyer-ordain with-! : 
if | -out:a Biſhop. "E 
I} --N.Well-then,;as it:was good then, | 4 


lo it mayſ 
onal, juſt., :and a moſt; _ 
entor,-and:moſt appro- He; 

rged, as well... 
the lpeCion| 
men needs. 


iC, .Li(ay:ftill, itiis a rati 


5 
| 


| miththe trial-of :iIntcants, 2s with 


N. | 


| Parts, they. ought not: $0 be.equal in power and: ic 

:be:at.any time] > 

fmane things [not 
| oy; . har, ſor 

NaxZHNe :1n: \ych -Glles be! 

ove ,the -ahuſe., but retain! 
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by 


-but ile :che cammen 


we 
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HEMI re a earheneencs #5 


it! 7 N7Ou bavefaid, I confeſs, a great many SF - 
_ Y things, that I cannot well anſwer ; yet 1H: 
{my conſcience till tells me, that Epiſcopacy is | 
Yino good Government; -and I cannoc a& againſt | 
|my Conſcience. | 
w E. You muſt remember, this is the Plea of all } 
*[Herericks, who ſtill pretend Conſcience. I con= { 
7 Ifeſs there is nothing in the world, wherein I defire E 
[to be more tender, than in offering the leaſt vio- 8 «. 
lence to Conſcience, there not being a wider ftep 8 *» 
co Atheiſm, than todo any thing againſt the convi= 8 7 -- 
ion of Conſcience, But ſee it be not humour, WW £3 
and wilfulne(s, that youſcorn to change your opi- ## # 
nion, or love to your party: whom you dare Wh 7 
not diſpleaſe: or vanity, that you may be noticed; W# > 
or ation; Or ſimple and blind following of ÞF'u4 
your Leaders, without clear convictions in your WF #; 
own mind; all which, for moſt parc, are the true jh# 74 
reaſons of (chiſms,though Conſcience be ever pre- Wi} 4 - 
[/tended, And remember, that God will not hold W-* © 
| them guiltleſs, that take his Name in vain, fo you WM. 
{ hall not paſs unpuniſhed, if you pretend Conſci= WWY® 
| ence, and be not ated by it. ' 
-| N. How then muſt I examine any perſmalion, - - 
|{toknowifit be conſcience, or not? .: -; +. 
' _ C. If you find in your heart a (erions. defi ire. to. Ben. 
pleaſe God in all things, regether with a defire of Wp-- © 
*| obeying the Laws of the Kingdom, ang of com- W : 
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_ plying with the Church, in what you judge laws 
EE full, buc our of grounds which appear to you 
f 7 founded upon the will of God, you are led toa 
F. perſnafion, this is Conſcience: provided there 
$ | be joined with it, a modeſt diſtruſt of your (elf, 
{ | with a charitable opinion of thoſe that differ from! 
| Fyou. Andiuch as are ofthis temper, were their 

idyements never ſo bemiſted, 1 reverence, and! 
ove: Weigh the matter therefore in Juſt ſcales, 


FB <2 


1 


MM - 
it Eand 1 doubt you ſhall ſee, that at beſt, you are' 
It Fed by a blind and implicite obedience, for 1 will 
Il Fnot uncharitably cenſure you as guilty of worſe, | 
| 'F XN. You arelo proudly blown up , with an opi- 
on of your ſelf, that you think all who are not ! 
H Fof your mind , are blind and ignorant at beſt: 
| Ewbether is not this arrogatice in you ? | 
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S ds, ere you g1VE 3 judge- | 


FE. Conſider my groun 
nothing 


r g3adge : For, i fon, Cog In © 
I Fereat day, will call you to anſwer at his Tribunal, 
| Fifyou were Epiſcopal, or Presbyterian ? As alſo, 
fl Ffince che great deſign of the Goſpel is, to purify 
C che heart; theſe things which have no tendency 
M {co the purifying; or blotting of the Soul, are not 
E\ | matters of Conſcience : And theſe are two eafic 
[Rules, whereby private perſons might well exa- 
- {mike their Conſciences. 
\ I. But if we think you are wrotig, can we joyn 
| with you ? 
.._ CE. Ficft, and 
WED to 
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I fay, you can have no rational gro 
3 , 


+ =. ; * : ” : «i I T: | wel 
If Fment againſt me. I lay then, private perſons have 

Nt to do with matters of Government; your | 
4 } buſineſs is, toſubmit in thele thirigs, and not to} 


Thi! 
'the 
Ty 


For, - whether think you, God in the|,,, 


|eve 
ver 
{1c 
[the 
'No 
[and 
| ENC 
[Lan 
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|Feo think us wrong, in matters of Religion: And 
ſince it is not a matter of Religion, and Salva- 


I 

| parate from us. But further, even every errour 

©/in Religion, ought not to unty the bond of the 

>|unity of the Catholick Church , unleſs the er- 

1! rour be of greater importance, than the Com= 

C munion of Saints is : a confideration which you 

1| never ſeem to weigh, How did the Apoftle St. 

>| Paul become a Jew to the Fews? though he 

2 |tells us to do thele things, our of an opinion of 
[neceſlity in them, was £o antiquat the crofſe of 
{Chrift. And let all men judge , whether to 

{ circumciſe , and purify in the Temple, were not 
[greater compliances, in matters more juſtly to 

|be ſcrupled, than what we contend about. Nay, 
[the free ſpirit of Chriſtianity, made St. Panl ſee 

- | well that theſe externals were of themſelves no- 

© \ching ; ſo that either doing, er forbearing in 

© them, mighe be acceptable to God 3 as he clear- 

? | Iy ſheweth in his fourteenth Chapter to the Ry= 

e |mans. Yea, he carrieth this liberty further, 


tion, you cannot without being Schiſmatical, ſe» WF 


> even to an inſtance, which I confeſs, I ſhould ne= ' My 


» | ver have yeelded to, had not he determined in” 
/ |ic; that is, the eating in the Idols Temples,of 
/- |their feaſts, and eating meat offered to Idols. 
C | Now, if St. Paul did this freely , both. to:Jew 
© \and Gentile, arenot you bound to more obedi- 
” {ence , when not only charity , but duty to the 
[Laws exaCt it ? This ſheweth how far you- are, 
1 both from the freeand charitable ſpirit of St.Pqub. 
" N, It is true , he complied in thele things; 
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| | were commanded by authority , which you do : | Ci 
| | | | havereafon to ſtant faſt in the liberty wherewith 


Thar ſcore, to refixſe obedience. And may not of 


Ee & 


7 bur it was freely, and not when it was exated,as} 5 


you-do of us. Next,he avoided to do thele things, | q 
when they occafioned ſcandal, which 1s our cale. | d& 

C. You in this bewray great ſimplicity; for | go 
St. Pai did not refuſe compliance, becauſe they | yp 


bur becauſe certain falſe brethren came to fy out. 
bis ltherty , to whom he gave place by ſubjeQion,| [. 
no-not for anhour. Wrhereforeany require your; j 
compliance, as if it were neceflary of it (elf, you. 


Chrift hath made you free. But it is unſufferable| a}] 
peevilhneſs , .to lay, if che Magiſtrate enjoyn a Jo 
ching, dectaring chat it is ſtill free init ſelf, and! ſhi 
only neceffary, becaufe it is commanded, upon; no 


fenders as well refufe to undergo the Diſcipline or 
you emoynthensy, and fay,. though the thing be be 
lawfe}, yet ic is but indifferent , and therefore th 
they cannot obey you, becauſe you command 
chimgs indifferent, which, as you reaſon, makes. 
them neceflary, As forthe point of ſcandal, do 
not. miftake it-, as if the diſpleaſing your party, 
were:z giving of ſcandal}, as many of you weakly i 
think ; cogrre'(candal then, is, to ftreech your 
liberty, when chat freedom of yours, may draw 
odhers to follow your pra&ice, though they have, ( 
not the ſame cltearnefs-in their mind, Andihence' ſho 
It appears, that to avoid ſcandal, 1s only an a-| and 
bradging your liberty, for the good of your bro-, Go 
ther, If cherefore you be: nor at liberty, but) and 
#ready reftramed in it by the lawful rm me 
ax of 


S} 


| of authoriey , you ought not in that caſe to be | 


5, difobedient , upon a pretence of avoiding leans 1 


| 


dal, Burl ſhall yet examine the matter of con- 


| formity,more cloſly. And, firſt, why do not your 
Y | Miniſters join with our Cour ts for Church-diſ- 


| * 


a: 


J'h 
ff. 
[oF 


 cipline ? 


N. They cannot do it, becauſe they are no 


| Legal Courts, the Law that eſtabliſhed them be= 
| Ing taken away, ſo that now they are but the Bi- 
| ſhops Deputies. 


C. I have before ſtudied to convitce you, that 


| all chat is divine in Diſcipline, is , that ſcanda- 
2 Jous perſons be noted, and ſeparated from wor= 


ſhip; but how this ſhall be adminiftred, can be 
no matter of Religion 3 kfince, wherein are ſouls 
concerned, whether a Court, aCting in a parity; 
or with one over them, do this; providing 1t 
be done? Bur waving this , whether judge you 
the Presbyters power for Diſcipline is founded 
upon a Divine Law, or upon the AC of Parlia- 


' ment? no doubt, you will ſay, the firſt : well 
' then, can the aboliſhing that Af of Parliament 


take away your power ? if not, you ought to fit 


In theſe Courts, and ſtill do your duty. 


N. But this is to fic in a Biſhops Court; which 
—— his authority. 

[ pray you, ſuppoſe the caſe, that the King 

ſhould abrogate ali Laws for the worſhip of God; 


a- and declare , that all that aflemble co worſhip 
o-, God, ſhall be underſtood to worſhip Mahomer, 
ut; and thereupon oblidge all to meet ; though you . 


nd meet not upen that  _—_— yet I hope you 
0 


will 


will fill meet to worſhip God; let them inter» | 

| | Ppret thatas they pleaſe. Soy,l lay, fince a power 
| of Jariſdifion, 1s that to which Presbyters lay | J 
| claim, by a divine right, they ought to meet in le 
| theſe Courts, let the Law call ic what jt will. V« 
'  N. But the Biſhop is over them, and over-. C 
| Tuleth themas he pleaſeth. B 
C. Bur, ſippole this were true, and that Epiſ- P! 
COPACY 1s a tyranny in the Church; Why ought al 
nm | you not to ſubmit to them, as well as you did to CC 
M | the late Tyrants in the State ? And why, as your le 
| Minifters ſay, they will be content to take bc 
| Churches, and preach, but let Diſcipline alone 5 TE 
which is a quiting of ſome of their Rights , that CO 
they may retain the greater? May they not as VE 
well exerciſe Diſcipline, though they cannot do; to 
it with all che liberty they defire? Sure,there is Of 
nothing bur peeviſhneſs in this. - - AR 
N. Do you think our Miniſters would quite 'of 

[| | their Churches, and liberty of Preaching the Go- lic 
| fpel, which is dearer to them chan all the world, Eq 
[a2 for any thing but Conſcience ?_ Z 
 . C; 1 am not lo ſevere as to doubt, but in: tre 
moſt of them it is Conſcience; but 1 muſt adde, loc 
it isill informed Conſcience. But what can you 'thi 
pretend, for your peoples withdrawing from our; Ce 
Mi Churches ? ſince our Religion, in Dofrine,Wor-' th 
FR: | .(hip and Diſcipline, is the ſame: only a ſmall JO) 
{| | alterationin the point of Government is made. 10 
8 N.. I am not for feparating from you , as my fol 
| praftice tells, but much may be'ſaid for it 5 wh 
| therefore I will judge none that do it. yo! 
| C. Truly: ter 


| 


x OC. Truly 1 deſire to be as ſparing in pafſing WEFS% 
y  Judgements on people, as any can be : but ſince WF 
in ſeparation muſt be either a neceſſary duty, or a FF 4 
very great ſin, being a forſaking the unity of the hy * # 
r-. Church : it can be no light matter to tear the Wk + 
Body of Chriſt, when there is ſcarce a colour of 
(. Pretence for it, Now, the Schilmatical humour 
1t among you, appears palpably in. this, that you 
-o come ſometimes to Churci , - but ſeldom 3; this | 
ir [feems indeed to be time-ſerving, that you may Wp'* 
;e both evite the puniſhment of the Law, and alſo WW 
s retain your intereſt with your party 3 for, it you | 
it come once in three moneths, you may come e- it: 4 
25. very Lords day; and if you may come, you ought WE & - 
lo, to come 3 otherwiſe you forſake the aflemblings WF K+ 
is of the Saints, and contemn what you call che W# F 
Ordinances. Others of you alſo joyn with fome $1 
te ' Of us, but not with others. Now as £0 our pub=- MÞ * : 
o- lick tranſgreſſions ( if they be ſuch ) we are all pi 
1, equally guilty, why then make you a difference ? |} 
. Others of you come to Churches in the Coun- WF {57 
in: rey, but do not ſo in the City : what doth:this WF > 
le, look like, but chat you have freedom for the |: 
21 'thing, but will not do it, for fear of being noti- 
ur. Cced? which is co prefer the pleaſing of men, .to 
\r-: the pleaſing of God. And finally, ſome. of .you 
111 Joyn with us in the ordinary Worſhip , but will 
, not communicat with us, which bewrayes great 
ny folly ; for if you may pray and praiſe with. us, 
© ; Which is the ſpiritual communicating: why do 
. you not joyn in the Euchariſt, which 1s but (o- 
ly; lemn pratſe ? | 
E 3 N, How 


| 


c + 54 9 ; 
| MX. How can we acknowledg them our Paſtors, a f 
| Who are intruders, and are in the places of our | 
{ faithful ſhepherds, whom you have torn from us? | 
| C. Suppoſing it were as you aſſert, yet that | mo 
| | will never warrand your ſeparating from them : 
fince, although by the Law of Moſes, the eldeſt of ad 
the houſe of Aron was high Prieſt; and the Ro- P* 
| | - manes by force driving them foom their right, 
i! | expoſed this moſt lacred funSion to fale, ſo that I? 
f! | che high Prieſts not only invaded the right of _ 
"| | others, but alſo obtained their office by themoſt | 
| horrid Simony imaginable; yet Caiaphas,as high | do 
| | Prieft,propheſied ; Our Saviour alſoanſwered at 2 
| - his Bar, and gave confeflion , when he authorita- ſep 
if tively 2djured him,in the Name of the living God. pare 
[iti | St, Pay] ao acknowledged Annanias. - And | 1? 
though the Phariſees were wretched teachers, W 
I | guilty both of greater crimes and herefies, than  *** 
[| | you dare charge on us; Yet our Saviour ſaith, 
i | hear them, for they fit in Moſes Chair. This is pres 
fo convincing, that nothing in reaſon can be al-' © 
ledged againft it: Yea, it was the dodrine -of ©" 
your own Teachers. Finally, what cruelty is it, 5 q 
va Minifter be put from his place, bet juſtly or' [41d 
_ unjuſtly, thar the people ſhould be Rarved? It, 5®' 
ſhews yotr Minifters -can have no love to heir 
flocks, if they defire it ſhould be (o. 
XN. But your Curats are naughty men and R 
weak preachers. | Wo 
'E. This is an excellent piece of Religion in 
- You,to take up, and uſe reproachful names of 
- Four Paſtors. For though the name —_ So 
a deſig- 
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o. a deſignation, no Minifter ought to be aſhamed 
ir Of; it ſignifying one that hath che care ot Souls; 
«> [Jet ye uſe it as a term of contempt : and this is 
at [your obedience to St. Pauls rule, honour them 
) - That are over you in the Lord: Which, as he 
of | addes, is for their works ſake, and not for their 
3- Perions ſake, as you do. As for their perſons 
e [and Gifts, where is Chriſtian charity, that ſhould 
ic Make you {low to take up a bad impreflion upon 
of flight grounds ? But if your grounds be good, 
g | where 1s your charity to the Church? fince you | 
A do not make it known, that they may be caſt 
c out. Beſide, it will open a very wide door to 
. | ſeparation, if you ſay,that upon the perſonal fail- 
4 ings, much more weaknefle 'of a Preacher, you 
q | may ſeparate. This is to ty the good of Church 
 Worthip co him that mannageth it. And fur- 
ther,it {eems, you think to hear Sermon, all you 

go to Church for : But the chjef reaſon of our 


, that we are members of his Church : which we 
F can do, be the Miniſter what he will 3 and hear 
. good Scriptures read, and ſing good Plalms. Be- 
*{ 4ides, let me tell you, you are not ſo zealous for 


af good Preachings, as you would make the world 


"believe. For,are there not many of your Preach- 

ers, who, while they were in place, were of no 
] elteem,nor following ; and are undoubtedly men 
i of weak Gifts, yet-fiow are crouded to by you ? 
and the Church Sermons are deſerted, and their 
Conventicles frequented, All the reaſon for this 
15, becauſe they rail againſt the Church and _ 

| whic 


VO wh ww 


meeting, is ſolemnly co acknowledge God, and fi'y 3: 


| J 


C 56 ) ' 
which is the only way to make a man popular on 
mongft you. h« 
NN. Yout have pretended to anſwer a great] ( 
many things, but one thing remains, wherein ourhu 
chief ftrength lieth, and chat you ſhall never beKit 

able to unbind ; which is, the Covenant : erin 
in the whole Nation. and the generations to; -. 


come in their loins are engaged; and,can ſuch ſa-fte: 


cred and ſolemn vowes be broken, without, 


| ſhameful perjury ? of 


C. This you alwayes bring out as your Galiak, to 
to defy the Armies of the living God. But: asj4: 
Sampſor's ſtrength lay in his hair, without whichtal 


| he was as other men; fo upon a-full furvey , EG 
appears that the Covenants firength conſiſted inco! 


the Armies that fought for it, and npt in any.in-þir 


' "ward or innate vigour. And, firſt, what a ridi-we 


culous fancy is it, to lay, Children can be boundrin 
by cheir fathers Oath? is not this to make uskn 
the ſervants of men, and to give chem authorityfro 
over our confciencesz which is Gods peculiar, 


| power? Alas, what kind of ſouls have you, thatgr 


can be led into ſuch conceits ! . thi 
A. Doth not the fathers debt ob! idge thenai 
fon ? why not alſo his oath? I 
GC. A mans debt affe&s his eſtate, which if cheto! 
ſon get, he is bound to pay the debt. But ifthebir 
ſon get no eſtate by his father, then T hope youty« 


' will not fay heis bound to pay his fathers debt. vo 


And this ſhews that the fathers. promiſes binde! wa 
nothing upon:the ſons conſcience. 

N. But are not we bound to duty to the King, jr 
becauſe, 


C57) 


 whecmſe of the Allegeance our fathers ſwore, even 
hough we never (wear it our (elves? 


eat} C, Not at all, becaufe they ſwore Allegeance, 


ourbur becauſe the right of the Crown is in the 
 beKings perſon, and therefore we are born his Sub= 
re-Jects. 
to}. N. But how was Adam oblidged for his Po- 
fa-fterity, if Parents cannot binde their children ? 
out; - C. This is firange dealing, to apply a myfterie 
' of our faith, which we cannot welj comprehend, 
ak.bo your: riffiing matters. But take notice, that 
 a8A4dam did not binde his children , by his under- 
ichtaking for them, but by a. ſecret tranſaction of 
itGods;. who covenanted with him, as with the 
incommon head of mankind. And if Parents can 
in-bind duties upon their children, they may as 
di-well bind fins upon them. And.this is new Do@&- 
ndrine unheard-of in the Church, which never ac- 
-usknowledged any Original fin, but that derived 
ityfrom Adam. 
1ar; NN, How then do Parents vow for their chil- 
hatdren in Baptiſm ? and are not they bound by 
. the Baptilmal vow, taken by the father, in their 
—— ? 
| CE. The Parent binds for the childe, as a tu- 
Fa By in legal matters for his Pupil : that is, they 
hebind for their intereſt. The childe is indeed 
outyed by his Baptiſm, not as it was his fathers 
bt. vow, but becauſe by the command of God, he 
dewas Baptized into the likenefle of Chriſt. 
' N. How then is Sau! charged, and his chil 
E>flren punithed for killing the Gibeonites ? uy 
ue. -» it 


ry —— 


5 =» ED 


_———- GE DT = 
_ EL AT 7 OD 
vgs votes 9 j- A A ERS. nat, monene o> aponogggee—— > 
OW _. - EINE AAE I IS ot3 nas oe et, re ons 
, Ne - l "90" rm AT ap BEE 2s 
we » _ © ated reading x; —"——_ — x4 - w 
PEE % © <> 


— 1 _ Ul 


MIB > © ax i 
EP 


C. It was not becauſe he had falfified thq;, 
oath, the Princes (wore : which is no where ſaidy,, 
Buc theſe Gibeonites,by that oath, got a right eq. 
their lives; and ſo were excepted, when God ray 
tified it, from the genera] command of cutting... 
off the Canaanites : therefore, to kill them, wa a} 
cruelty, and not perfidy, And Sau! is not taxed... 
of perjury, but of blood. For although the (ej 
cond of Samue/ make mention of the oath (worq,, 
to them, thac is,only to reminde the Reader of, 
the Hiſtory ſec downin Foſpwah; but doth not at; | 
all ſay, the oath was ftil] binding, as appears fron] | 
the words. Thus I have taken more pains thay, 
was needfil, to ſhew the ridiculous fondnefle .of,,, 
this abſurd notion: and have met with all ca, 
be aid for ir. _ 
N. Well, for all 'this, ye cannot deny but thy q 
Covenant binds theſe who took it. for 
C. I will, ere I cometo that, Jet you ſee hoy,,, 
little noiſe you made in the breaking it 1 tom 
things. When then the Tyrant had murdere 
the King, enfiaved this Nation, antiquated © 
Covenant, diſcharged Generel Aſſemblies,  Inluj; , 
bited praying any more for the King, who thep,. 
food up for the Covenant ; -or clamoured, af , 
you now do, of Apoſtacy, Tyranny, and Perjuryh,, 
]know,a few fpoke fomewhar, but 4t was fo lely,; 
dam, ſo faintly, and fo diſguifedly,that-it was fal, 
from the thundering that was in ſome of you. 
Pulpits before:you were filenced, and as at thi 
"day is in your Conventicles. The true reaſon wah, 
ye knew the Tyrant would madeno bones of mat” | 
| king 


| C59) 
th jing heads fly, or ſending you in Shipfuls 
laidy .rb2does : but you preſume upon the King's 
T 1 emency. And you know what a trip ſome made, 
I 12khen upon a threatning of taking their Stipends 
UNg.om them, they paſſed from what, in a princed 
Wapaper,they had owned as their duty, both from 
KEGcripeire and their Covenant. 

| le; N. It is uncharitably done of you, to rake in- 
'Olfo theſe things : but if we were faulty in ſome 
T Oparticulars, that is ill correted, by becoming 
whe | groſs, as to renounce all. 

ON C. I medle withnone of your private eſcapes, 
tha ut fach as were publick : and do it not, as 1 
© Ove often (aid, to refle& upon you 3 but tolet 
Ctou fee, you are but as other men, and not ſuch 
7onders, as you would have the world believe. 
thy (hall next cell you,what monſtruous faults you 
committedin exa@ing the Oath , not returning 
pon what was hinted, Dial. 1. That it was a 
ond of Rebellion, againft the Lords Anointed, 
As for your National Covenart, what a cruelam- 
doſtng upon Confciences was it , to makea Na- 
jon ſwear an Oath, which they could not under- 
Rand 2 For you made chem therein renounce all 
the Articles of Popery ; amongſt the reſt , op#s 
deratum, a Latine word , and abftralſe conceit; 
mith many other niceties , which you could not 
but know , your women and ſimple people did 


Ibo , to make them ſwear againſt Worthip in an 
hnknown Tongue 3 and yet in that very Oath fo 
o uſe it ? For ſwearing is an a& of m—_ 
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Yea, you made them? preface all this with a grehhe 


- lye, chat it was after full and mature confiderath ] 


on of all particulars; when you knew they weed 
not capable of conſidering them. And wha ( 
ſtrange Tyranny over Conſciences was it, t 
make people {wear in theſe matters, ſome whergan 
of might be diſputable ; ſo chat a man could nqge 
be of your communion, exccpt he were in yoiſhy 
opinion in all things? A rigour never befoifo 
pradiſed but in Trent. Then, what a tren 
pane was it, to make the Nation (wear the Covgre 
nant, and by an after-game to declare that Epiþe 
copacy was abjured in it ? Next, what violengic 
uſed you to oblidge all to bow to this IdolAy 
Charch-men were not only depoſed, who refulſths | 
it 5 but both Church-men and Lay-men were eXFay 
communicated, if they did not ſubmit to yoifng 
mo What man of common ſenſe can think 

is was the Cauſe of God, which had fuch motfinc 
ftruous errours in its firſt conception ? Go 
- N. All you can fay upon this head , may = 
prove, there were ſome faults in impoſing it! ; 


| bur it till doth bind, ſince he ſhall dwell in Goho 


holy hill, who ſwears to his own burt, and chang ( 
eth not. we 
 C. Iconfeſs, Oaths, when the matter +s lawhe 
full, do oblidge: bur if the nature of thing 
change, ſo the matter grow unlawful, you thd 
cannot fay the Oath binds. In a word,a man, orfor 
Society can only bind themſelves, in things thghi 
are left to their power, and are in their _ T 
ent 


jerty : but ifthe matter be not in their power, 
;3reſhen their Oath cannot bind them, 


rat] N. That is not our caſe , ſince you acknow=: 


welegdge the thing to be of it (elf indifferent. 
wha C. I confeſs, ifyou take the thing abſtra&ly in 
» Oo felf, jt is indifferent : but as the cafe now 
1ergands, it is not ſo : for, by the command of God, 
Inq are oblidged to obey the Magiſtrate in all 
YOthings lawful : ſo that all juſt Laws oblidge our 
foionſciences : And this is a tye before all Oaths. 
rand as by no a& of ours , we can be bound to 
OVqreak the commands of God; fo, no more can 
EPthe oblidge our ſelves to do any thing in preju- 
engice of anothers right 3 ſuch as is the Soveraign's 
Jol Authority, Therefore, no Covenant can bind 
uſchs to deny obedience to the King's Laws , be- 
e Etauſe they are ina meaſure, the Laws of God; 
YOtYnd it is his righe to command us, from which, 
hinko A of ours can exclude him. Therefore, 
nOtfince the King and Parliament have annulled the 
g"_ , and required us to ſubmit to Epiſ- 
WEopacy, it can no more bind us. 
It; N. This is good Dodrine, ts teach that we 
Goſhould obey man, rather than God. 
an{ C. This is groſs ignorance in you, it is, that 
_ Feſhould obey God rather than cur felves : for, 
lavhe juſt Laws, are the mediate commands of 
1Nf50d ; whereas our OQaths were a voluntary deed 
thef our own, to which we were not bound by any 
,orformmand of God. Now,if you comprehend not 
ththis clear demonſtration, it is becauſe you are a 
2 \ſrang®r co common ſenſe. | 


N. Wherein 
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N. Whereincould Epiſcopacy have been tmork 
for the good of Scotland? or what could thþf 
Kings reafon be, for preferring it co Presbyteryſs| 
at leaſt for judging it ficter for us? © 

C. TFhis is like all mutinous Subjefts, to b 
judging and cenſuring the aRions of their Prinſa 
ces, unlefſe they be on all their fecrets, and knoy 
what all their reaſons, and deſigns are. Gofll 
hath given Kings the authority co commands 
and hath left us the glory of obedience ; whichn 
we ought to do without further inquiry : prof 
vided what they enjoyn be againſt no commangs 
of God. But we need not leek to rifle the Cals 
binets of the King, and his Conncellors, therf( 
. being many apparent cogent reaſons, to have en 
forced the change. You know what work you | 
Leaders occaſioned, beth to his Royal Grandþr 
father, and Father, and to Himſelf. You had infg: 
volved the Nations in blood; and nor fatisfequl 
with this, after you got all the ſecurity yon: 
conld demand, you engaged with his enemiqni 
in England, againſt him 3 you oppofed the dgr) 
fign of delivering bis Father, Anno 1648. Int: 
word, what jealouſtes had you juſtly raiſed in then 
hearts of Princes, of your Government ? an{ 
your Tyranny (1649. againſt the Nobility, hac 
Juftly irritated them againſt you. Next, you ha 
divided ſhamefully amongft your (elves, on 
great party amongſt you, being fuch, that youl 
ſelves found it neceflary toturn them out ; thei 
mazims being inconfſiftent with all Order an 
Government. And of theſe that are onted, 1 

| I 


mork clear, that more than three parts of four, are 
| thf that party» Why chen are ye fo blind as to 
teryisk a reaſon-for the change was made, as if at 
oon one ſhould ask where were the Un? 
ro bY N. Sure you arean enemy to Godlinefſe, who 
Prirtave an heart ſo to rail at us. 
kno C. 1 am fuch a lover of true piety, that for 
Gofll this droffe that is amongſt you, ſuch of you, 
zandls live well, and walk conſcientiouſly, I till love 
zhicind value; and the Searcher of hearts knoweth, 
profhat 7 daily pray he may finde a way to re-unite 
nands all again; and to bring ſuch of your Leaders, 
- Cals are ſenſible of their errours, in theſe great 
rherfſcapes, to a capacity of ſerving him in the 
e enChurch. Bur it is firange you ſhould take fuch 
youſ liberty, both in Diſcourſes, Conventicles, and 
rinted Writings, or rather Libells, co inveigh 
leainft us; and then, if we but fay a lictle for 
ftifying the King, the Lawes, and our Conſci- 
Inces, and for undeceiving the people of theſe 
i&hifts you would caft over their eyes, then you 
 dery our, that we are uncharitable, bircter and 
In ſhalicious. Sure you who are fo much for de- 
nthiknfive arms, may, at leaſt, allow us to defend 
- anſhe truth, the law, and our (elves, with our 
haCongues and Pens. 
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N. I Conſfefle you have much ſhaken me in th 
matter of the Bithops, though 1never find 
in my heart to love them, - But one thing til 
ſticks, they are great friends to the Common 
Prayer-Book, which T cannot think upon in pa; 
tience; and therefore 7 cannot joyn with them. 
G. Truly if that be your chief quarrel againf 
them, it is as well grounded as the reſt. --. | 
N. How! do not you think it a great. matj 
ter, £0 take from us the pure and ſpiritual Worj 
ſhip of God, and in ſtead thereof, ſetup a deat 
and forma] Liturgy ? | 
C. I perceive you are ftll abuſed after on 
manner, your Leaders put big words in you 
mouthes to make you ſtick ſtiflly by them 3 you! 
_ Government,they taught you to account the ini 
tereft and Kingdom of Chriſt; they alſo woul 
make you believe your Worſhip to be the onl 
ſpiricual one, and all others bur carnal. Now, | 
will let you ſee the great fallacy of this prayin{ 
'by the Spirit, as you underftand it. To pra 
by the Spirit, is, when our of a deep ſenſe of ou 
miſery and need, and firm confidence in God, w 
draw near to him, to offer up our prayers, ani 
_ -Praifes to him,through Jeſus Chriſt. Our heart 
being moulded in this frame, we pray . by th 
- Spirit 3 uſe we words, or not, the ſame, or dil 
ferent expreflions, Nay, it will appear, vI,, 
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$H are carnal, when we need to have our devotion 
- || rickled, and provoked with new words. % 


| N. Now, Iclearly fee the rottennefle of your | | | 


|| heacr, and your ſaperſtitious cold formality. 


al judge of things ye underſtand not, Confider 
chen, the Will is the ſupream power of the Soul, 


PA) fpiritual devotion therefore, muſt be that which 

lies in the Will, and nor in the Fancy : now, the 
| varying of one thing into ſeveral ſhapes, is only 
| a gratifying of Fancy: and all the devotion cati 
| be raiſed by ſuch Chimes, is only (enfible,where- 
lea 35 one of a deep and ftedfaſt ſpirit, is equally af= 
1cH fected with a thing,though ſtill in the ſatne dreſs. 


of fin, is fully comprized in this, have Mercy us 
I por. me, O God, doth it not ſhew, chat the thing, 


| neflſe of affe&ion, can make that prayer ; though 
an hundred times repeated,at every return, new? 


J you ſee, it expreſſeth a more ſpiritual temper; 
©o be able to worſhip God in fimple and cotis 
1 ant forms. | £ 
N. 1 never thought to have heard the Lityrgys 
Worſhip called fpiritual, and the conceived ohe, 
carnal. You that are Schollers make any thing 
.1Of any thing wich your Logick, bue yort will ne- 


s ; "the Sptris, 
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4, C- This is great arrogance for you thus to | 


| and the fancy is a lower faculty; the true atd | 


Since then, for inſtance, our petition for pardon 


] and not the words, affe& him; who with the hew= 


whereas he muſt have a lower minde, who needs - 
21a new phraſe to renew his fervour: And thus' F 


{ver make me think but our Miniſters prayed by 
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- C. It needs but a very little knowledge of our 


fancy cannot make wicked men pray without the 
IF Spirit, as to appearance very ſpiritually ? Final- 

| 1y, words, and all the heat begot by words, ge- 
| ture, voice,or phraſes, or the like,are bur a falſe 
# fire in the natural powers of the Sou], which may 
F well heat the brain, draw forth tears, ſeem to 


ſervour, which (as the temper raiſed by muſick ) 


muſt be the immediat work of the. Spirit of | 
words depends molt upon Memory, Fancy, Elo- | 


bounds in theſe, is like to excel in itz whereas 
one, defeCtive in all theſe, fo that he cannot pray | 


rior prayer and fpiritual converſe with God, 
better than any other. 


not underſtand nor believe it. 


Free: ſweetnefſe : and in this, God hath ftrangely 
ſhape; 


| ſelves, and none of Logick, to nuke you compre» | 
hend this : for, do you chink, the heating ot the | 


wring the heart; and all this, is bur a ſenſible * 
amounts to nothing, but to a preſent tickling | 
whereas the true devotion of the heart, is, an in |! 
ward, ſtill, humbling and melting thing, and fo 
equable, that i it is above theſe frisking fits of the | 
fancy. And it is certain, to pray by the Spirit, | 
Grace: - Since then we ſee, that the praying in / 


quence, Confidence and Cuſtome z he that a- | 


in a variety of words, yet may underſtand inte- | 


N. This 1s new doqrine to me. And I can- 


.. C, Confider then, that the ſublimeſt way of 
prayer, is in the ſimpleſt a&s: ſuch as theſe; 
thouart my God, and T am thine. And in ſuch] 
breathings,a devout minde will perſiſt long, -—_ 


”  INEEEAY . 


FF... ( A. ty 4 is = TT. 


apt; 


Ys 


ſhapt Religiori, fo ths = higheſt Qrain of i ”_y nie] IE. 


what the jimpleft minde can moſt eafily reach; 9X 
Nay , perhaps multiplicity doth lead. out the WF: 
minde from pure and ſtill devotion. And thus MF: © 
extemporary prayer, cannot be called praying by Wk 
the Spirit, except by ſpirit you underſtand the WWF 
animal or natural ſpirits: for, if it be by the Sp1= Wt 
ric, it muſt be infallible, ſince all that is diQat- 
ed by che Spirit of God is ſo: yet your people 
do not afſert their prayers as ſuch, Further, let 
one with a ſhort-hand, follow that mans prayer; - 
who you lay prayes by che Spirit 3 then, may not i). 
that prayer be read and uſed over again? or, is W 
the Spirit in the prayer fo volatile, that it eva- bi 
porats in the ſaying, and the prayer becomes ear 8 - 
nal wheri it 15 repeated ? ? Finally, if praying by W ©. 
the Spirit, be a praying in new words, .then only 1 þ 
he that conceives the prayer, .prayes by the Spi- FW *+ 
rit: fince they who hear and joyn with. him, are Ml, ' 
tyed to his words. +; Yu: 
N. The words were di&ated by the Spirit to F257 
him that conceives them. 1. 
C. Then to the people it is not neceſſary, the wi 
words be new: fince to them it is all one, if it By. 
were once dictated by the Spirit, But why doyou- WM 
hot believe the prayer compoſed by the Church, . % 


! to be of the Spirits diQating, as well as that of | Fg 
your Miniſters? And,ſince the people can joyn and [5 
pray by the Spirit, though che words be not of WW: 
their framing;. why may not the Miniger pray'in |. 
the Spirit, though he uſe-words framed by others? Wy: . ; 
All this ſhows how:weak and ill grounded a WM _ 
' F 2 notion M' 


Ck 


Ty_ 
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; 


notion g that of praying by the Spirit, in the 
ſenſe you underftand it, is. 
ears, that the drefle of che prayer in words,and | - 


the life begot by them, is bur ſenſible and low. 
N. Burt doth not the Spirit help our infirmis« 
ties, and teach us to pray? | 
C. If you conſider the words aright, they ſpeak 


out a thing very far different from what you | 
The Spirit teacheth us | 
to Pray, for what we ought, that is the matter | 
of our prayers; and as we onght, that is the ' 
manner, to wit, the temper of our hearts. For, 


would draw from them; 


that words are not meant, appears from what 


follows, and maketh interceſſion for us with groan- | 
-nings that cannot be uttered ; or literally, which 


'cannot be worded. 
N. But though the renewing of words were 


-a Jower way of devotion; yet, we in this inbo- ! 
died ſtafe, need to have our ſouls ſtirred up by | 


the commotion of our fancies. 


«; C. Thenat leaſt, this muſt convince you, that | 
| ſuch a way ofpraying,is not (oſublime,and there» : 
| Fore ought not to be called praying by the Spirit. 
And you muſt acknowledge, ſuch as can worſhip | 


:God devoutly in a fet Form, to be of a higher 
ſize: as being above theſe gratifications of na- 
ture and fancy. 
evil of extemporary forms. 


for, ewo 


_ 


And it clearly ap= J 


| will next convince you of the | 
In ſich then, I muſt * 
Jong exerciſe my attention to conſider what he | 
: who prayes,intends; that I may judge, whether | 
[I can joyn with him or not ; Now this ſtrangely | 
-draweth out the minde from devotion: 


powers {pra 


(69) US 5; 
| powers of the Soul cannot be vigourouſly ated It * = 
| at one time, The attention therefore muſt puc WF +; 
great ſtops to the progrefſe of the deyotion: ÞF #5 
| and the mind being ſo prone to wander .in Wor- IMF. + 
| ſhip; this opens a wide door to it, But he who WW 
knoweth already what the prayer is , runs h_ % 
| in his devotion, without anxiety, or wavering. 
Hence I have heard devout men lay, they werg 
| ever muck troubled, while they jJoyned in ex- 
| temporary Worſhip, to keep their minde fron 
| | diftraltion;, which chey found wholly remedied, 
| when they were where God was worſhipped in | _ 
| ſet Forms. We -.5 
\ |  N. What fort of devout men could theſe be} = 
ſure they. knew not what devotion meant. :; 
C. This is like all weak people, to cenſure 
* | what is above them,and they do not underſtand, 
| But judge whether it be fic, I blindly. join with 
| one in the worſhip of God, when I know not how 
} | he is to mannage it: and you cannot deny,ſo 
| way pray things you dare not Join in. | Shall bi 
- | not truſt a man in any matter, without. unders 
? | ſtanding how he -will diſcharge it? only, in,, my 
r | devotions to God [| will blindly cruſt ſo. great a 
- | concernment,to one wha faith he doth not know 
© | how he will mannage it himſelf, Ic is not enough 
t to ſay, you Join not in theſe things to which. you 
E {cannot ſay. Amen; for, at leaſt .to others ,Fou 
T \ſeem ſo to do. And this will keep you fiill. ig 
Y [ſome anxiety, - when in your heart you may (ay 
w - | Amen, and when. nor :. and. indeed this way of 
" Projing > was Che beft could have been devils 


F 3 


: 
; 


| (.79 ) 
| | for ſpreading of errour, or (edition : for Mini- 
| Rers prayed over their Sermons; ſo that what 
| | in the diſcouſe ſeemed the words of man,in the 
prayer was called the di&ate'of the Spirit.. And 
this' was an excellent device, ro make all go 
down, had it been of the worſt ſtuff, | 
| = I. All things may be abuſed , bne by your 
own rule, this ſhould not ſtrike againſt their uſe, 
"*C. 'Things of themſelves good, falling into a- 


Buſe, -onght not for that to be taken away 3 ex- | 


cept the' pbule be greater 'than the goodnels of | 
the'thiing: bur," if a thing, - not of yr (elf good, ; 


W pe An abuſed, then there is ground to one 
- thi | 


& feof it. Now: fince"we ſpeak of abuſes, 1 


might run outine' Jong career, and tell of the te- | 


gjony length, * the ſturrilous expreſſions, 'the in- | 


#4» 


ations) and other great abuſes in extemporary | 


ender refpeCt co every thing chat hath any rela ! 


ved*periods, *clie petulant and 'wanton affe- | 


rr: with which, - no- doubt, your 'your ſelf | 
> þeerr often! muchtroubled 3 buc-T' bear thar | 


tion'to God's ferwviee, that 1-love nbt fo: ro'(coff | 


atarly ching looks that ay: 'Biit yoit know theſe | 


' ar6fxd crachs. Whether' then, 15'ie nor neceffary 
Fo tedfWs theſe abults by'a regular fotin? - ''} 
| |. *.: ,' Nor know we hid Dire&o?y of the things | 
| ye ſhonld pray'for? > node Role Hen THR 
| | "UG. *Atid' why may not you have Pireftory for 


Forts, #5'well as elimgs ?: ſince the” Spirit rathes| | 


belpbt6 things than/in words. 'Bntit' was clear; 
you brought up chat Direfory 'teerly to co2en' 


xhe' wortd; which otherwiſe migtit have been! | 
o RR Rartledy 
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- general and comprehenſive. 


this manner” pray, but 'when you pray , which 


well asa pattern, Nay fufther, the Jews at that 


"_ 


C71) 
artled, to have ſeen you without all form , or 
rule for Worſhip : for, even your Leaders quick- 
ly wearied of it, and regarded it not. And one 
thing clearly followed , that the Preaching was 
the great matter of the Worſhip: all the Pray- 
ers and Plalms relating to it, But the conſtant 
aCts,wherein the Church ſhould adore Ged,were 
thought too homely. To conclude , che leaſt 
evil of extemporary forms, is, that a Miniſter is 
ready to pour out his ſoul to God, in ſuch devo- 
tions as are then moſt in his own (piric : : Suppoſe 
he be mourning for ſin, under affliction, rejoicing i 
in God, or the like ; he is apt to pray in theſe FF. -. 
ſtrains. Bur theſe being his private exerciſes, W# * *: 
are not fic-for publick Worſhip , whichy as ic Wy ©» 
ought to be grave and ſolemn z* ſo, it ſhould be 3 2 


N. I (ee youare for ſet-forms: but Shae rea- FB --. 
ſon have you for chem >? Sure the Apoſtles uſed ®F* 
them not. Os 

C. You are not fo ſure as you imagine, forT & *r 
cannot doubt but they uſed our Saviours Prayer, Wt - 
he taught them ; for whereas, at firſt, in his Ser- 
mon on the Mount, he had given it as aPatrern 


of Prayer, they afterwards, as is clear by the ſe- iy ; 


ries of the 'Golpel', 'came and asked a form: of 
him , as St." Foby tiad given his Diſciples : and f 
then he doth not ſay, #s'he formerly faid, ' After 


clearlytheweth, he intehded ic as a praftice , as 


time had-a Liturgy; and their hours of Prayer, 
| winch 


'F which our Saviour never reproves , as a formal [vo 


(732) 


thing : but, on the contrary, he takes his Pray- | wi 
er, word for word, out ofit, as may be ſeen, if | thi 


| you will read their Liturgy. And this ſhews how {rh 


fooliſh that exception againſt the Licyrgy of [pri 
England is, that ſome of its prayers are tranſlat- {þy, 


| ed out of the Roman Miſſall or Breviary. But |m, 
| though the Apoſtles and perſons immediatly in- !Pſ 


in the Spirit, and yet be reſtrained as to words; 


| 1ng.. Next, the Plalms are full of a&s that are j 


nor uſe theſe for conſtant prayers, as well. as the | 


ſpired , might pour out extemporary prayers, {Je 
thence it-will not follow, that every one. may {cor 


| | afſume theſlame liberty. Beſide, you ſee. by the | id 


Worſhip of the Corinthians, they uſed Hymnes |to 
of their compoſing, as well as Prayers: Now I jhis 
could-never comprehend why you will allow the Lo 
Spiric.to be reſtrained in praiſing, as to words, |we 
and not in praying, ſince both are duties equally lou; 


fpiricual; nay, perhaps praiſing, is the moſt ſub- {anc 


lime of che two, WH - 
| N.. Becauſe the Plalms are a colleftion of {not 
praiſes dictated by the Spirit of God for Wor- | 
ſhip. | | | 

C. This 1s all you 


1 can fay upon the matter, [ 
bur never were moreabſurdities crouded in leſs jwi 
bounds: And firſt, it is clear, we may worſhip | 


fince you acknowledge God hath done it in prail(- 


prayers, as well as:thankſgivings ;_ why may we | 


other for conſtant praiſes ? Nay, fince wg uſe to 
ſing thele prayers, why may we not- for inſtance !. 
uſe the 51. P/aim, in plain words, with a plaia F 
; Voice, 


ww CD ww TUVW 9 Dp we ww nw 
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99) | 


| voice , as prayer, as well as in hobling ryme, 


{with a Tyne ? Sure you will find no difference in 


{this, fince you cannot fay we are bound to uſe 


{the Plalms in Meeter, or withTunes : for nothing 


|proves we ought to ule them with vocal Tunes, 


L 


{but will conclude as ftrongly for all Nevids Inftru- 
{ments. Beſides , who told you that all David's 
{Pſalms were to be canſtantly uſed in Worſhip? 
1Ic is clear, moſt of themz was not intended for 
{conſtant uſe :; they relating to particulars of Da- 
ivid's Hiſtory and Vi@ories , which belongs not 
jtous. Andirtis hard to ſay , we Qught to fing 
|bis imprecatory Pfalms : As alſo , many things 
are in the Palms which we cannot fing , becaule 
wedo not underſtand them: And it 1s clear, we 
ought to praiſe God with our underſtandings z 
jand not above twenty of the Pſalms were uſed 
iby the Jews in Worſhip. To conclude, why may 
jnot the Chriſtian Church compoſe new Hymns, 
las they of Corinth did? for which they are appro- 
ven by St. Paul. And this is the more neceflary. 


#ecauſe from David's Plalms, we are not furniſhed 


with ſuch full and clear Hymns, .. upon the great 
Myſteries of the Chriſtian Belief,as were needful. 
nd what kind of reaſons can you have,who plead 
Jo much for a liberty in Prayer , and yet, allow 
none in making of Hymns ? Why then do not ye 
"5 the Glory tothe Father ? | 

| N. Becauſe it is not in the Scripture, and is 
þur a device of men. 

| C. Who would not be fick with ſuch piciful 
folly ? Show me a reaſon why you may make pray» 
; | ery 


Þ 


( 74 ) | 
ers , and not praiſes? Beſide, are not yourf. 
Meeter Plalms a device of men? And they re-! jg 
cede from che Text, as I can trace it in an hun-\ 
dred places , as much as the Doxology doth, 
from Scripture words, And you underſtand Mu-; " 
fick liccle, if you do not know that che Plalms in 


Proſe may be ſung as well, and as Mulically , as | 
they can be in Ryme. Bekdes, fince the Myſte=-{,, 
ry of the S. S. Trinity , 1s notfo clearly in the 


Old Teſtament, nor in any Plalm , why may nor, 
che Church uſe an acknowledgement of ir, in the}, 
end of their finging , as wel} as in the end of "A 
prayer, is ordinarily aid, To the Father, Son, andh,... 


Fu 
: | > . reid mo! 
childiſh weakneſs makes me ſometimes doubt, x 
whether your rational faculties be not.croubled :! D 
fince what difference 'can you pretend betwixt|;. , 
:whe 
Sar, 
iby | 
_— *"A 
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fect, 
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gies : So we havE'the Liturgies of 'St.” Baſile 


AY -F , > 


1 Þn thoſe of St. Fames, and St. Mark. * But ne- 
© wer were extemporary heats uſed in the Church: 
Tind all che Retormed Churches have their Li- 
Mrurgies ; ſo: we had ours at our firſt Reforma- 
- 100. 


them: and therefore 
© khem. Ly, To ; 5: 4708 
"© 'C. I know you were made believe, that all-the 
>Mworld were wondring at you,but this was a cheat 


we-are not to learn of 


upon you, like chat of youratledged Prophetels; 


®'Ior, I can afſure you 5: there: was no ſuch thing 
dMrrue. -One thin is ſtrangely 1 ſequential a- 
h » -« gi ngely inconſequentia 

-"jmongft you, you willnot-pray m a'Liturgy, and 
® yet you-alwayes bleſs the people in a (ec form. 
{Do you think prayer for a blefling, is nota prays 
"Her ? Or do you think ;«4he ſpiric is not {tinted 
'+\when che form 1s ſhore; birt only when it islong ? 
"Sire theſe- things ſhew' you are not governed 
3 by reafon.* -- | Wo IRS 1 E::4 

1" N. What then conclude you from all -this 5 
3s it thaciche Engliſh Eicorgybe bronightcin? ! - > 
.Q, Tt 45,'-thac you'confider better how- you 
ought to worſhip God. ' "As for'the:Faglifti L15 
turgy, I' do not fay any thing is abſolurely-Per- 
"Ife&, bir God; yer till F ſee'a berter Lirurgy 


1 CY73- *2 


1 compiled , which I never hitherto did ,'- pardon 
je to think it an excellent rule for Worſhip, 'al 
-|though your deep,” but grotindlels prejudices a+ 


gainft it,"-have rendred you 16 uncapable 'of re> 
Iceiving gaod by itz that ſuch is your Soveraigh's 
/Princely teriderneſs; arid your Superioursdifereet 
* | | prudence, 


IN: N But we area purer Church than any of 


_ Prayers off their Books; God keep us long 
from tt. | LE. ” 


- 


( 76) . he 


prudence, that they do not obtrude oh youpet! 


. while you are but babes this ftronger food, but ou! 


are willing £0 let you be doing with your milk. | A 
N. This is eafie way for men to read- theirſf ct 


_ elle: 
G. Truly, if by eafineſs, you mean what is plea-$0m 
fant toa man, it is far from it ; for certainly chef'e * 
natural man would be.much better pleaſed , tofiM: 
be running out with his own conceptions, and tof! 77 
have all the Worſhip depending upon (his lips Þ * 
this is indeed to be Rabbi. . Burt to uſe the formf*Þa! 
of the Church is a more ſimple, and a moreſhll 
hamble way of Worſhip. ot 
. N. I begin to think you can have no piety,who!: 
are {o in love with that dead and dull Worſhip. f:cE 
\..C; Would to Gad you and I had more of it} 
than we. have: but it is perhaps your ſtupi-VfE 3 
dity,. that:makes you dead and:dull in;ig., And}, © 
I know godly people, who proteſt, they neverſh0! 


' in. their lives worſhipped God with :mare pure ON \ 


and fimpiedevotion, . than: when they Joined inſt 
the Engliſh .Licurgy-warfbip : therefore in fuchÞOT 
matters (peak more modeſtly. - = = <t; 7 nn 
.7 N.- But'whac yain, repetitions are 'in_ the Lien: 
turgy:?; how aften. redouble they, Lord have mer-({7t? 
Cy-4Þort US [2 3.773116 278 ; — Ind 1 
\- E.:[have not yet aſſerted, that it is'in all things?» 
3: bue cruly, 1,can think that no fault, ex-f2*| 
cept you will alſo quarrel with the Plalms, parti-f!3*t 
culazly. with the 136. in which is repeated 26. 
times,” for his mercy endareth for ever, it being! 
PH das ts 1; 
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uþeritions, I fear there is ground to ſay, many of |} 
ugour prayers may be cenſured for them, | 
N. But what a confulion is it, that all ſay ſome 
irdf che prayers together, and uſe Amen ? 
18) C. It ſeems you have read the Scriprure well, 
eſe you would have found, Ads 4. how a whole __ 
a-ompany there, /ifred up their voice to God with 
1eQne accord, and faid, &c. And St. Paul plainly in- 
rofimates that there was a cuſtome of ſaying Amen, 
roft the giving of thanks. Why then do you not 
; i this forlow the. expreſs Scripture-rule 2 And 
mſ#bat imaginable ground is there that the people 
ſhall all wich cheir voice join in the Plalms , and 
ot allo in the Prayers ? 
1o!- N: Well, I fee you are zealous for that Ser- 
fice-book, but ſhould you ſpeak till co morrow, 
iefou ſhould never perſwade me to join in it : bur 
j-Ire you as keen for the Ceremonies ? 
1d} C. 1 verily believe, your prejudice againſt it, 
erthough 11] grounded, yet is fo deep, that no rea- 
reſon wilt overthrow it : bunt perhaps, if you ſaw 
;njhat worſhip gravely managed, you ſhould be 
-hÞhore reconciled to it. - As for the Ceremonies, 
will medle with none, but ſuch as were com- 
i, anded here, well known by thename of the five 
Articles of Perth. And for theſe, if you can hear 
Ind underſtand reaſon, I doubt not to convince 
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yg[2u, they were both lawful, and moft of them IM: 
«-joth uſeful and neceſſary. I begin with confic- ": 
j- (aTiON. ' 


6. | N. Well, 


N. Well, is not this a Popiſh Sacrament which, 
you:would bring into the Church? ie 
C. I confeſs; if it had been introduced as a Sa Le 
crament, you had reaſon to except againſt it ff... 
but you know no fuch thing was alcribed to it $6.1, 
and it was only deſigned for a ſolemn renovation 
of the Baptiſmal Vow. Now fince Children ardh,,; 
baptized, and ſo in Baptiſm do not ingage for "oy 
themſelves 3 can any thing be more rational} he 
than that when they come to the years of diſcre | _ 
tion, they do it themſelves? And this Rite waſhne, 
very ancient in the Church, arid with great ſhow, , 
of reaſon, the /aying on of bands mentioned witif, cx; 
Baptiſms, Heb, 6. was expounded of it : and YOleal, 
know moſt Reformers were for it, +l 
.-N. Buc why muſt ic be done only by a Biſhop] Ibari 
as if it were beyond Baptiſm ? ICor 
.C., That was only to conciliat the more venefg, , 
ration for ic, by making it the more ſolemnþre 
and therefore it hath been generally appropriath, | 
ed to the Biſhop. Yet 1 ſhall not contend abouſh; 
that, fince St, Ambroſe, or rather Hiliryfaithhe 
that i in Egypt, the Presbycers in the Biſhop's abſqear 
ſence did confirm. And St. Ferom faith, thatfh1.;, 
Biſhop did norking, except che Ordination,whic "MJ 
a Presbyter did not likewiſe. The next ArticlÞq;e 
was/private Baptiſin. . Iknor 
N.. This was another piece of Popery, to mak 6 
the ane neceſſary to Salvation. the ] 
C. It is rather groſs Superſtition, to confil 
the Sacramental aCtions to the walls of a Church ear, 
for itis the aſſembly of the faithſul that Church hen 
Urc 


CiChurch. Our Saviour faid, here two or three 
| Ihre gathered together in my Name, 1 wil! be in 
aſhe midſt of them. As for the neceſlity ot the Sa- 
 Kcraments , none calls them ſimply neceſſary to 
tiSalvation ; but ſince they were commandged,they 
Mought to be uſed, unleſsſome more cogent rea- 
Ion ſtop the uſe of them , than 1s the wanc of a 
OHdedicated Houſe. And who fhould expe&, chat 
they who are ſo much againſt reverence to Sacred 
EHoules ,, ſhould likewiſe be againſt private Sacra» 
aMnents ? As tor Baptiſm, what a cruel] thing is it, 
Mo oblidge Children ; eſpecially when they are 


tender, to be brought, perhaps in the coldeft 


WMeaſon, many miles, rather than go and Baptize at 

Itheir Houſes ? this looks liker Heathemiſh bar- 
PAbarity, than the Chriſtian tenderneſs. And for 

Communion, why ſhould not fick perſons receive 
Ion dearh-bed, when all the reaſons of receiving 
Mfre moſt ſtrong? Their faith and love needs then 
Tito be moſt quickened ; Never is the death of 
UKChriſt more to be remembred , than when they 
UBre to paſs through che valley and ſhadow of 


Videathz and never 1s it more fit, that they de- 


Ciclare their Communion with the Church , and 


CKheir love to the Brethren , than when they are 


-Yentering upon their laſt pangs: And it is well 
known how early a praQtice this was in the Church 
k f God. Fuſtin Martyr tells, that they fent of 
. {the Euchariſt to them that were abſent: and by 
che famous Story of Serapion , about the, 200, 
Fear, it is apparent how neceſſary the Chriſtians 


a hen thought it was to be guarded with chis _ 
; | 7 


Cat Ate 
a .] 


| Bo Fu 
ly Viaticum. Private Sacraments then are notf fic 
propoſed as neceſſary , but as highly expedi-f| du 
ent: which | think | have made appear they are: || alt 
, N. But what can you (ay for kneeling in re-f| mj 
ceiving? furethis looks like Superſtition and Idos| 
latry. | nz 
C. I confeſs this is the Article of them all , 1] 
have the leaſt fondneſs on : but it is great un-} fo 
charitableneſs to call ic Idolatry , when ſuch as} m« 
doſo, declare they neither believe Chriſt to be or 
corporally preſent, nor do they intend any Wors| th: 
ſhip co the Bread and Wine, bur dire& their wor-] de 
(hip to God and Chriſt , for that death which is}.no! 
therein ſhewed forth. | all 
N. But why do not you fit? fince our Savis] lat 
our did infticute this rite jn the Table-geſture ? | nal 
G. Since you do not exadtly follow Chriſl,| fel 
you ought nor to ftand at this : none therefore] wh 
ſhouldalledge this, bur ſuch as Communicart leans]. do! 
ing, and after (upper, and in an upper Room,| Ch 
And though the Paſcover was ordained to be Da: 
eaten by the Jews ſtanding with their loins girt-ke 1 
end their ſhooes on their feet , yet without any Zt ; 
written warrand, they changed that poſture in kep 
tothe ordinary eating poſture, and did eat thq whi 
PaGover leaning, in which our Saviour conforms kno 
ed to them. And if the Jews,againſt an expreſſq acc 
precept, without any countermand, may chang lica 
che poſture ; ſure the Chriſtians who are leſſe ref tot 
ſtrained as to outwards, may change the geſturey the: 
eſpecially there being no command for it : anq you 
but a lame example, fince our Saviour did _ tick 
it. 


: 
f 


cn) : 


th] fic, but. lean.. . And perhaps more veneration is 
«| due to that ation, now that' our Saviour is ex» 
| alted, than he could have allowed of in his hu- 
=f| miliation. | 
1 . . N. What can you ſay for holy dayes ? can any 
| man make dayes holy? we 
If C. If by holy dayes you mean,portions oftime 
1 fo facred, chat in chele dayes, our ſervices are 
s| more acceptable to God than on other dayes 3 
ef or that of their own nature they are holy, ſo 
1 that of it ſelf it is a ſin not to be particularly 
| devout on theſe dayes, you have reaſon to ſay, 
is].none can. make a day holy. And this was never 
| afſerted. Bur it is another thing to keep pecu- 
i«| liar dayes of thankſgiving , for the great and fig- 
| nal mercies of the Goſpel-diſpenſation. 1 con- 
felſe 1 am ſo dull, as not tobe able to appreherid 
} what evil can be inſuch cuſtoms. And it is un- 
| doubted, that inall ages and places of the Church; 
| Chriſtians have had a peculiar veneration for theſs 
Dayes. St. Paul ith of the legall holy Dayes, 
ke that regardeth a day, to the Lord he doth regard 
# ; And, if Moſes his Feaſts mighe have been 
kept hy cothe Lord, rhuch more may thele be 
which che Church hath inſtitured. Beſide, you 
| know the obſervation of Eaſter and Pentecoſt, are 
according to clear Hiftory derived from Apoſto= þ 
q lical pra&ices. - And it appears, St. Pau! hafted } 
| tobe at Feruſaiem to keep the feaſt of — | 
there. And, from all this I may afſume, chat 
nd your diſlike of thele Feftivals and the other Ar- 
of ticles of Perth, 18 ill grounded. _ _... 
it]. I : DIAL: VE 
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Af. py «we hove 1mewefon te hope foruny 
good from Fon, whore do:fherce ageinit | 2, 
uz vuc{Gol. benkanked, andi-willed Cow 4ach} 'Y 
thor:horas. | of 
< Wy themencfe you mean. dehre to (fee | me 
Fe. net {, you miſigkeme-guite; tha 
echerrits none; living; morceverſe from ifieece || +; 
wall win ooncdes then nic. flowalClni- at 
Wane, ho thee ancording ts "the :wales -of whe 61 
Spd: All ff (pity Tuck ac1 Jullge 1mifkdleen, | 
knowng howhibhe@if:om to errour wy fe, I [©h 
{avs pars "69 emEe n= mgt- vid 
era winch art, 25's knee incomperable King in 
line Gavine worklle them, But the Bkints ant _ 
_ Balburls: n. Anfl xs aff the + Tthoughtefe, x 
efchar &vincBock bewoay anangufindfſe, which] lf 1 
Epotts the Author a King :infoet; fo bis modic-|, Tay 
other in theſe: marcers looks ike the tparernell,; our 
eemency whickberom.es he Father ofa {Coun FT 


meceign, «Chu, Bowire FR exdhorinig any Fanihy Fe 
apes, thy &he onofondfſe and dſperity w. Tome mens(, 
4r_p DEEonrs, :o7 private pions; imployel.. M: 7 -- 
Yyohts ary only «pon the. Aiferonces in Yeſſerh- w 
| metrers, which une Tout whe Slkints and Suhurbl "T7 
af Refigion=: aphorein. i.  Dharit able " COAnFountd TY 
| - Zo "brian teller ation often. Rifipats tbeinks, -<- 
 Srangth, when ronfber agpeition Fowafe 


4 


t5 


(.33) 
> | pits the deſpiſed ind oppreſſed pafty, into ſuck conts 
revenge on thoſe they count their perſecutors, who 
| #fe" commonly aſfifed by that Vulpar commiſera- 
ton which attends all that are 'ſaid to fufſer 'uns 
der the notion of Religion. And alittle after, Fake 
| beed, that outward. circumſtances and: formalities 
of Religion, devour not all ,' or the- beſt incourage= 
"| Mtents* 'of Learning, Tiduſtry ; aid: Biety. * This 
5 [that Great and glorious Prince. «i 
el NC” By this it (eeths (you! te 4 Latituding- 
s lan, and I have heatd much ill of theſe few fort 
6fipeople. Let SVTRITD Of £22927 SESAVE CREED 
o| & Fenty I oifti tio name, buc that of Jef 
IChcift;in which 1 was baptized; and' theſe are* in- 


= ax. DV 


i £ # 
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"[Yidiets Arts; to coyn names of parties, antltb. 


"joffix them on ſack as diſown them; 1 am, and Je- 
c fire to be a fincere Chniſtian, but of no party ix6r 
"ISeR.'" But If by fatitude, you'tmean charity; tru- 
why 1 tiraſt cell you, T'glory itt it, Which is no newer 
Y 

Bl Giir gave to his Diſciples, to ove gre another, i 
Fed thent. OD 
1, N. 1 confelle' they fiy *you live ' very "good 


"Pvrs 3 bite you have dangerous and looſe prit- 
Norte i: HL TE OR runs , 446 "SITE; 


Sl 

TChara&ers on mer whoſe 'converfations you cati- 
7 Pot diſprove! for, what cad*you'call af Atheiſt, 
- pur a man of dafipetous and loole principles ? 
"Ftieſe are whe Aer tis, as if not tobe 
"To hidebound '#hd flatche oil'ef&fy ctifle a5 you 
ol G 2 are; 


n 7C, Are yoltnot ſtrange people, who faften'fagh 
e 


hinations 5 4s ay Moſt enable: them to get a full. 


my; than the new comtmundment which out” Sayi- 


C84 ) 
Ice. were. to be. looſe and * 'davgerops men: all 
Eq Some (ay.you are ſtrong witted People, vil 
to.they ſuſpe&.you of Atheiſm. l 
ve. 'It ſeems they are weak witted: people. whollno 
talk (oz fince though ſome fooliſh pretenders.to Cul 
| wmit,.-are Atheiſts, [yet no ſort of men diſcover| 
their. folly, as well as wickednefſe , ſo much as} L4 
thele, do. And.that curſed Peſt is hated by nonef| © 
More than us,: who perhaps can give better. and| hei 
more corivincing accounts of theſe principles off YO! 
eligion, that there.is a God, a life to. come, | ei 
and that. the Scriptures are -%, word of God, OW 
than theſe who ſo charge us, But what unchri- fou 
Rian work is.it, thus to diſgrace-us?, ,. - jit'y 
: N.. Many of.you are ſuſpe& of Socinianiſmn, ſo ay, 
you all magnifie reaſon,and. are offen telling hou for1 
ogg! a thing. Chriſtian Religion j is, which the beg he 
| el 
= Indeed ; if to Call Religion : 2 rational wor | ſup 
tip, or reaſonable lervice make a Socinian,; wg Por 
luch, and {o Was: Sc. Payl;, but as for the horſ Ag 
Hide OUTS. .of Socinus his. School, touching th hol 
rinity, 5. Chritts fatisfa&i "Gods 1 Preſcience,& q Of 
; theſe. we, condemn. and Anathematize : and wſdidli 
{988 e it moſt ſujtaþle to.reaſqu, chat in theſe ſubſ an 
Myfteries , Divihe evelations ſhould þ unit 
,1Qur, her \ Bur, notwithſtanding of this , we wil 2one 
be very loath.£o.deny that, Chriſtian Religioſ thin 
;oeb-iv jrs Articles, of Be lief, and, Precepts (Pp © 
6 tice,” is. ' CONgrugus, 'to the di&ates q ©: 


. Night. reafon : Apd: we. judge t@ propoſe them Arti 
"the ibs ® conrlagng, "PE £@, commend them « 


Te” 


5) 


pliſhmene of his nature, which is Religion, muſt 


of| not be contrary, buc (uitable to his ſupreme fa- 


rf N.' It ſeems you are ſound heraibue 1 fear your. 


5) | Latitudinarians are Papiſts, at leaſt Caſſandrians. 


dl heinous ching or another, and whien one fails you;' 
of you-catch' hold on another. We are far from that 
| height of uncharitableneſſe which ſome of your 
j ewn, of damning ll Papiſts 3 ſince they hold the: 
;-1 foundation Jeſus Chriſt, thougi they build upotr 
[1t wood, hay and fiubble: neither will we ftifly 
x0 ſay, $hat all things controverted betwixt the've-" 
w formed Churches and them, are matters 'of Sal- 
-y Yation; yet in the greater controverſies” with” 
| them, we condemn them : ſuch as-are the Popes: 
r4 ſupremacy, the-Churches infallibility , the Cors! 
xd poral preſence, the worſhipping Images, Saints, 
rd Angels, Purgatory, prayer for the Dead, with- 
hy holding the Chalice, worſhipping in an unknown * 
4 rongue 3 theſe with many moe we- diſprove and 
vi diflike as much, and perhaps on clearer grounds: 
(| chan yon do, Yet -we are ſuch Jovers of' the- 
y unity of the Catholick Church , that we- much: 
jjid honour: and eſteem all who have Rudied-to bring: 
2 things to a temper, though rhey have not come' 
; C8Þ tothe defired length- 
7 'N-But how comes it, that: amongfi all the 
{i Articles of Popery; m never reckon the Ta 


{ : _ 


al ear-witted men. And certainly, 'God ha-- 
ving created man rationa}, the higheſt accom-* 


ell - C. You are reſolved to charge us with 'onie- 


A. 
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—_ | 7 | 
ll "i owns 2QF.: __ .by them z .fince 
ll thale arc their chiefeſt errours,?, . 

' AG»11 have nag given a full enumeration of all. 
| chat .is wrong//in; that Church ; bur, for good || Þu 
{ works, though many of them, particularly. the || 59 
| Jofuics, have written very barſhly.i in that matters | 
[. and/hely re the;Reformation, generally all- the | the 
Il " rh did intollerably  extal.,. nct ſo:much || RE 
'' mazaily:;good works, 35 the ſuperſtitious and ty- || 
rgpnical. injunRions!. 'of the. Stepdame of Rome 3 | 
J&& new IK. is, clear, the more. ſober of them ex- || 
| d,Meriss, i 1n-2. ſenſe yhich no Proteſtant can || 5* 
| n, to wit, that. they are-a&ions ſo accep- || 
rg to God, that he who is faithſyll in his pro» | 
miles, will certainly-reward-them. - Though 1 
have no fondaefſe, on the term Merit, whighway | #6: 
lpexer expounded, ic ſill ſaunds ſomewhatcto0 
high. for a a ceeature' in reference to' his Creator, 
_ more heartily do | rejeſt the- term: Con- 


76. What: fy you of Juſtification by ſaith ooly? ? f © 
- ſarethis is a fendamental matter... _ 
[:6-: There'is:nothing in. Seripeare: wore. [5 Qep 

| 1y;ſg6 down thap the DoQuine of. Juſtification 3 
 butas iT is geterally explained, there is nothing as [ 
ue nice or-ſubtil] : Juſtification and condem- | #4 
I are tao. oppoſite legal terms, relating:to 
Judgment: ſhall-be gives: aut at the laſt day 3 | 7 

for though we are ſaid to be now juſtified,) as the | 
unbelieving-are Gi to he. condemned. already, | 22%! 
this is only that-we- are now in the fate of ſuch] , © 
a;ſhall be ſolemnly juſtified gr condemned, Now | ts. 
y at F 


8 | ——_— 
ww 


as fergrea Day we muſtigiveamamuount offaucr | 
ations ,, andive: muſt: be- judged! accordinglys 
1 | bus face:all.nuftibe condemned; Gadieaterim 
4 | Þdgement: withuehem:,, cheveſare: Godi gap tics 
e || Sor:£0:the: death for: us,. tha thereby, wa.might 
4 | 
= 

q 


obtain.Salvationz, and all. udogment; is ity tive; ene 


| ther canmitted; tothe Son; And:Jplus-Thrilt hath 
[| acppoted: life; chrough: his death. tos as: many; as3 


” 


- | receiver tis Goſpel, and: live: according; 2a: 3C.- 
| And.as-thet which:gjves. us. a:totle- co the: far 
- | your of Godzjs-the-bloodia]:Chriit;ſe rlizx whicts 
a | $1%<5 U5-atiintereſt; inchis-deach;, is-ſhithi,, with 
- | aſe conform: to-the-rules of; his Gofgali,, and! ie: 

| not of: this-nem lifecis- a faieli,, which moniter-iy 

Hue; purifyeth> the beartiz, and! aeacontet(s: tHe: 


| Fo ages con O * (315.4 ahr>? ; (9-4 
7 | or il, and. therefore: Juftiication:is-aſprjliadi tas 't 
> | 2 1n:Sorigeure:.. Now, jidge bu zlitcje:wiigt: it | 
Y 


is. tohaveayghe appreheniion, of thingy inn: T uh 
have ina: fer: plainwords:. ld: JOU: F - vatie + £ 


with. mucliaicety, firells2mongſtyouzo Volumes: || 
| | And:as-this.aſoribe# alro-Chrif;through: atoms || 4Þ 
&35.that:ourflus. are-pardened;,. our ſermices-z0 1® 4 

gepeed, andigrace-and'glory. conveged!zn.us4; fe | 
2}{o-the-neceſlicy. ofa: holy: liſe-is: oizarly;d Uared; 
as: being, that wherenpon: we: (hall! be: folemaniiy 
| aidged; jftified/and _abfolved/zr check ftidigs... - 
_ A Þohink.this-is-very. ofear,,, bur whiy-dbnow 
you: uſe: the-terms- of: thg: Roteſtint: Church? 
dhis-Jooks-likea.humour: of: fiagylariay/amongt [Þ + 
| You. that: you:willinotfpeakllike-ortier. mens | Fi- 7 
| © Whether db-yourthink. it: fiecer:in.abie: Why [If . 
| Revies ofifaich w;Yeag clola:to» hems: off Sxigp- (i 


As. + Ah. ug Lo! 
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Me ior? ſince theſe, as they are the erveſt, 
| ſore the fitteſt and moſt expreflive: but if we 
C will ſpeak i in the language e of men, 'I think the 
' file of the Catholick Church is. to be choſen, | 
| rather than Modern and Scholaſtical expreſſions, 


+ £2 


; Antinomians, as by carnal Chriſtians , who love | 
| well co hear of Salvation by the death of Chrift, | 
| provided they be bound to do hothing them- 
| ſelves, that they may be ſaved. 
N. You have ſufficiently vindicated your ſelf 
| of Popery, bur are you not Arminians ? | 
{ C, Truly I believe both you and I may be || 
| good Chriftians, ' and not nnderffand a word of | I 
| Cheſe' controverſies. And certainly the great | ſe 
| jrch of multiplying and canvaſſing ſubtile queſti» | 5 
| ons in matters of Religion, hath proven one of | r; 
| the chief pefts of the Church; ic-is good to be | n 
| ſober-minded. As for Gods Soveraignty in all | a! 
| things, bue more elpecially ig the converſion of || ti 
| fouls, and the gracious influence of his Spirit, I || 
do. firmly believeit: 1 as firmly believe, that || fc 
| God is infinitly good and holy, and think | may || m 
| well take his own Oath for it, that he takes no || tl 
| pleaſure in the death of finners-: But how to re- || Ic 
 concile theſe his Actributes, | confeffe is beyond | fe 
my capacity. God is an unfathomable Abyfle, 
and imperſcrutable te any but himſelf; there- f| m 
8 fore as I do not doube there are Three perſons || b: 
= in one God, though I cannot reconcile that to | p' 
Ariftatles Logick ; ſo I believe, God is Sove- || tt 
Faign and abſolute, as well as holy and juft, | 
4 though | 


though I camot anſwer all obje&ions. In # 


word, let this whole matter be thus tranſafted, 
and no article of faith 1s violated; Let none of 
evil be imputed to God. 

N. 1 fee if you have any errours, you have (o 


| much Legerdemain.chac you are noct eaſily diſcos 
| vered, But, our Miniſters are more jealous of 
| ſome of this new way of the latitude, than of any 


body ; for. often in oyr Conventicles they bid 
us beware of Wolves in ſheeps ,cloathing': and 


this is meant of you. 
C. Fudge of the tree by its fruits. faid our Saviour; 


| Do not therefore upon jealouſies and miſrepre- 
| ſencations paſſe judgments ; for,who art thou that 
| Jadgeft another mans ſervant ? But ] am now wea- 


ry with wrangling, it being a thing much againft 
my Genius ; I] will thereforeleave rheſe dry and 
arid matters, and tajka little with you on bet- 


. - « 


rer Subje&s. | "3h | 
-N. I will hear you in theſe with all my heart; |; 


for though you have ſaid many things that do 
much diſpleaſe me, yet as uncharitable as you 


think me, I am full of kindneſs for you bnd's j & 


love to hear good ſpoken by any body : there- 


fore we will diſpuce no more. 


'C. Ah, how ſtrangely is the world miſtaken in 
matters ofReligion! Some placing it wholly inde- 
bates, others in external forms ; others in ſome 
private devotions, and others in a regulation of 
the outward man ; but erue Religion is power 


| and life,and far above all theſe ſhadows.The Kinp- /'Þ. 


dom 


our good be aſcribed to our felves, and none of our 
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Fo met eeat and. drink ,. But rigt 
I GESY jop:in the koly. Gboſt:;. bt 49rd 
mrikvetl;rearernals only, bus lecretly.inſinuaes- 
4 HeitalbinttortieeSoul ; . whereas a:divine(eed.itpro- 
| mpaxtess., diffiifiog its. vertue through. the-whole: 
{ :17g;; lnawordz, Religion. was given-of Gedi 29. | 
| hs HKD into-the Divine: likeneſs, and:to- 
| prion. .of the Divine Nature.. _... | 
© F, Whack eais.the great ſcope and.defignok | 
1002; . 
F © Wor a Y? in. clearing-up- this. day of: | 
Sihvgitmorag:iadeed wonderful :: many ages after: | 
! tire Grotto, the world. was over{pread: wirha | 
| dakbg,ntiwrappedup in-bling Idolatry:,. only: | 
| ass fre wanmecrefie ion, of the Moon:,, with.the: 
5.abf az feyr..Stars.,. do- give ſome-radis. 
ancevihntieefirchielt abſence; of the: San.,, ſo:thefe: | 
| diakicflt 2gpestiadlifill. ſome-of: the. remains of Na=- | 
| reres|li we, ani we haly rt ch rt bur-- 
| mig inkg-lights-:- but darkneſs Il cove-- 
Tellttie/@cend E@ceoſithe.carth, At-length-there:was-a: 
| diomigageardiby. Mo/esy, whole groetef ſplens- | g, 
| dirs aailtuponiic, by. the- approacliing: Sing, | 
| tHe Wrdiladits: Ideed the oldidilpentarion, was. a: [liv 
| greattroilliiteſes: 211 -was mangged. then. with:great; 2d 
|  Trerrous, pronp;a0d ſtate :- cheir call out: of Eeypr,. Ih 
| Rr er ng.of the. Eaw.were- dreadtirt,, | .g 
ED orſhip.and;, Ceremonies were: | Oy 
Ml lemn;z; but by. none of theſe the: þ > 
i Aograwilimnd: perſe&:: At length camethe- | &; 
| ineſs-,. 45-4: bw. to-lighten. tha |, 


| Sans andithie-gfory of bisgraple Ifraed., "Gore yo 
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F || brought ta light life and mortality through his Go» || 
a: f fiel.;, che great deligns whereof are , .©o beger.mm 
5 | 3, man ſuch apprehenſions of the; Divine Majell 


> | «5 might both poſſeſs bm vich che holy revers 


le: || becomes his great Name, and inſpire him with a E 


2» [love and delight in him, that ſo man might be 
©: || brought to a mare free converſe with God ,; ang 
- || mighc beſwallowed up in divine contemplations, 
Þ# | The next thing.in the Goſpel, is to progofe to 
- lf us thac Rupendious contrivance, of the redempri- 
| on of the World chrough Jelus Chriſt , that we 
| may adore him. as. the author apd finiſher. of ,p#r 
| faith. Beſide, the Goſpel came to mould, ns in» 
cg ſuch a lively coaformity to. Jeſus Chriſt, . ek 
we, may imitate him in all. chings, cbiefly 1n.bis 
| holineſs, meekneſs, and bumility : Ang Win 
| the Goſpel. was. deſigned as a cement and, ond 
| of perfe&ion, to unite us all more clolsly,. even 
zxeyond the natural tyes, with thole of brotherly» 
kindne(s and charity. ' - wth 
 N. What then are the methods to be uled by 
one that would lead afpiricual life ? _ ; *+,... 

.. C. This ought to be the great deſign .of our 
lives.3 for, wherein ſpall it avail us, if we fuall 
gain the whole world, and loſe our own ſouls ? The 
way Chen co purify. our ſouls, is, not barely to 
| affe& a licele- vercue, or morality, but to "Ply 
our minds to. God, that by frequent and deep KM 
©: |contemplations of his gtory, his excellent perfe= i - 
© | &tions may be derived iato dur fouls, Be there» 7 
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a: I fore much in illneſs and abfiration of mind,. that IF - © 
_ [you may become ofa thinking temper : givenp MF. - 
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Paſſions, ' defigns, ' and fhumours, and-uſe | 
| much inward recolle&ion*; this at firſt willprove | onl 
| "yinful co you, bur when once you have brought | jg] 
{ Your mind into a ſerene and not eaſily agitared || che 
F temper, you ſhall afcer that enjoy great quiet in | in | 


divine converſe. ©  Þ gre 
| # N- What mean [you by this' converſe with | ry 
{- God? | | | | wa 


C.' You ſhall feel fuch a belief and ſenfe of the 
divine perfeCtions in your ſoul, as ſhall make the | to 
thoughts of God familiar and eafie toyou ; your | 
copverſe with him ſhall not only con(iſt in pray- | flo 
ers, "and as of worſhip, but you ſhall be ofcen || faf 
| admiring him in his Accributes of Power, WiF. | an 
| dom); ahil Goodnefs, and chiefly his Love coyoun | his 
t in Chrift 3 which ſenſe of God ſhall be as a fours | di 
Min of /iving waters', ever jetting up divine | we 
thonghts 1nco your mind : And theſe will not be || wh 
crabbed, curions, -or fubrill ſpeculations , but | &i 
bumble adorations, and divine immbraces, in ſuch: | hi 
| aQs,zs, Thou aft my Gol, my gyod God, T am thine, | on 

_ Twill love thee above all things, andnone but thee; | we 
| thong art myyoy and only delight. ' Thus the more || 'th 
you.converle with God, your a&ts will grow the | m 
ſimpler-and the'pater-:; it will noe only be'at | th 
ſonre returns, morning or evening, or m pub- | th 
| lick Worſhip, chae fich thoughts wilt ſtir in you; | we 

- but your heart will be full of chem, and ſwiming | rh 
jn'chem, and they will rife natively in you. Hence | of 
will gufh in upon your ſoul much-inward fiveet- | ey 


 nefrofmind; you will be ever well pleaſed, be- | hc 
| eauiſe you will ſee Godin all things, and you _ | El 
=— ee| ., 


A - 


ſee all he doth.is. good ;. you-will therefore nor. 
only praiſe ſubmiſlion, but complacency and .de- 
light in all his wayes 3 you. will alſo _rejoyce-in 
the Divine Attributes, and glory in youringereſt 


in Heaven. Oh, how ſweet will your hours then —.Þ; 
| grow to you ! But debates and opinions and eve- 
| ry thing that Jeads out the mind from that in- 
| wardftilineſfs, will become fapleſ(s toyou. 


N. Wherein confiſts that ſweetneſs you ſay is 
fo be found in divine converſe? —- 
C. In the ftilineſs wherewith the mindis over- 


' | flowed, the clearne(s in the judgement, the ed- 


faſtne(s of the will, and calmneſs of the paſſjons; 


- and then indeed a man lives in the perfe&tion of 


his nature. Bnt, beſide theſe, there are ſome 


| divine touches, wherein the foul is carried, as it 
| were, out of her (elf, into moſt ſublime heighes, 


|| which cannot: be uttered. But as for the affe- 
| ions of the ſenſible part , theſe may. be. yery 


high in an impure mind ; for,che natural deyoti- 
on, - eſpecially if the perſon be Melanchelick, a 
woman, or hiſterical, will mount very high, bur 


this devotion doth not humble nor pumily. the 
Mminde. ITE Ad 
Ching in-their own eyes, and willing to be. no» 
thing in the, account of all che world, and all. the 


they, relign all to him, and are willing he diſpoſe 
of them, and'every thing elſe,ns ſeems good in his 
eyes; ſothey are _not follicitous, nor diffi 

_ however ſquares go in the world. Finally 
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Now,. perſons (ſo divinly a&ed, are go-. | 


"934" . o Wo 0 y "* 't Ivo 1. ''s ; 
Elevation of this ſpiritualgſe, they reange.to iN 
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| Kane tr odly placidly and ſererily 'of death, biit | 
dong for it, accounting chat the worſt office Ko 
dnath att do. them; is'to free them of a vile 'bo- gox 
s,agttTo give. cher enteratice 'irito their hed- I" 
MK «ey Kingdom, chis i 1s the | Union, © of the” Soul! ro 25 


£  N-But how milf we eriter inro that Rare of "Ip 
ring union > at 

| © @-*Fralyche $ate i is low,and the paſſige frair, Þ. 

— wemulſt be diſpofſefſed of ſelf-Ioye, and of all 2 

| e uffections to; created objects; we muft 

—_— out'bygone eſczpes, we muſt by ||. 

4Yiſftible applications of our ſoils to Jeſus rife 

\prefſe in by Yiolence'into* this head cli v0 

Go: which the paſſage is fo: Harrow, that we | ** 

| int oft che Pulkfotns farthingales'and |&* 

anity ere we can _ *but' when we |-7* 


ini of theſe, DA wo of life” will | 


| pike cafie; Of? how ſhall theſe angs be recom [2 
| pealſedwhen wefrave broke thorow, and got'in- |." 
*the blefſed ſhades'of theGarden ot God? Atid, 
© imirely mort (hall they Berliner } up 
ttidg beyond the dark regions of M Br. 
all arrive at the uncrared light, which 
Wur's cloud or Yail;ſhines'above? Then bit 
; wy Set bodies, with Gnr ne lefſepurified Souls, 
and a Leh Unrd Argels, ea, unto 4 greater || - 
ba ] , ſha] Ve inceſanrly jriployks n ex- ||. 
fel Yerviterand-ddorations,” fo far elevated |; 
'Y Pq mene Ke to tub ti higheſt * Ly 
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4 CE 
dÞte -apprehetifions: .of that nconesbrel Gaby! 
Now wewho -have the :;pofſe oe 


64, and-the-hape -of 4 greeter -b ce 
2 ey £0U5,' pr we -not all -reaſon wgreodlYy 
z [£0:fer. about: the duties of a-Chriſtian lifts, nat. 
xtangling-our ſelves with -thorny aanl] har(fhdi- 
. haves, avhich will -but retard -our jpagralſt: ta 
ſublimeriates, and higher -and-undiftutied/Re> 
10ns? 
Ni. 4sthis-all-chen thats requiretiavangomy- 
pliſks Chriſtian? | 
'4C, This :is bat the Baſis -and 'rouvr afſaCGiÞ 
ſian life, which +5 mever .barren:nor unfftuitfhilll:; 
he then whoſe:heart is:thus fixed an lis 
life and a&ions «quickly declare wc 
[mot -only the form [burt-the power of Gali) 
36:him: be lives above the world, humor 
vempt ofar,es diſcovers he hath ;yroten nidtes; 
-and-creefures infiis-defign,tharthefeznm;liclinmes: | 
the-baſe and-impure pollutions 'thiralianndifn 
the world through tuft, and underwlliesth avnam 
the lewfull plealures and enjoymentss off ſlnſie:: 
the Tets-no value-on 'things'in theniſthess,, nijdfies: 
and poverty, 'thame and :contempraye exit 
welcome to -him, the one doth inot ſink | 
mor-canthe-other-fvelt him : hisaAiowand 
courſes have that-candor , ingenuity 
neſs in them, 2s convince all,\thdt! 
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werld, as-out of the world "ana above! ralil: 
His tamiliey alſo teſtifieth, thet iin 
(doth, he ifecks dr regards himſelf pare 


[Gods before his-eyes. Finally, clients E i 
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\ . hang oue. his piety nor good ations to publickſeor 
| view, bue wraps ther up in unaffe&ed felf-de-[mo 
| aial. He courts not applauſe , hor 1s he fretted ed 
| wich contempt , but is willing that none butſyar 
God, for whom he doth all, know his ations, and] | 
with: a virginal modeſty ſhuns and reje&s theſeth 
praiſes which are undefired , as well as undeſer-|wh: 
| ved} heflyes the crouds and publick (ſcenes, chat} 
{ in corners he may find thac which by venting in go 

a throng, 1s often evaporat and loft. . And as heflthe 
doth not cowardly ſtoop to mean things , ſo heſſhe 
Sth not ſtubbornly refuſe the pooreſt office Gr: 
God calls him to :. he peaceably obeyeth theſand 
Publick Father of his Councrey, and the GhoſiljFhin 
Fachers of his Soul : he undervajuerh none biit}Gr; 
himſelf, neither are his ears pained with applau-[cor 
ſes. given to others, nor itching for them toſthi; 
himſelf. His charity alſo appeareth in his readi-Jhe 
6s ho do good to all men, looking on that as| me 
one of the greateſt conformities to the Divine[Re, 

Nature.: He relieveth the poor with his Goods,þhe ; 
the perplexed with his Advice, the oppreſſed}Kijn 
with his Aſfiſtance, the diſconſolat with bis Sym-ſtorr 
Pathy.; and all with his Prayers. He judgeth|mu; 
ihly .of none, he doth not eaſily believe ;_ but]-yin; 
wokly pardoneth an injury : he is not foon irri-f all 1 
eated, bur readily pacified : he confineth not hiffqar 
ebarity to a party, bur excendeth it to all Chrimin 
Mians. This is a 'rade Chara&er, containing] Anc 
Homme of the fairer Lines of a Chriſtian-life ; byIHe | 
whuch you may fee 'wherein Chriſtian Religionſedt; 
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Clconfiſts, and how far even thoſe who pretend 
El moſtloudly to it, recede from it, 

\N, :What ſay you of his Devotions, both pri« 
» vate and publick? 

id}. C. In his ſecret retirements he often review- 
heſeth and. examineth his aftions , that diſcovering 
I- what hath been defeCtive and amiſs in him , he 
aUllmay be humbled for it;and quickened co new Vi- 
Ieour and alacrity in Divire Services : he begs 
1erhe divine love through Jelu3 Chrift , by whom 
ſhe makes all his addreſſes to-the. Throne of 
rtGrace ; ihe offers up himſelf to God by pure 
pond free refi 1gnations; that he may diſpole of 
yEhim: as pleaſeth him ; he imploreth the Divine 
It Grace, and afliftance for mortifying all fins,over- 
coming all temptations , and advancing in every 


Of thing chat is acceptable and well-plealing toGodk 


Hhe alſo offers np his praiſes to God tor all his 
5 mercies, chiefly for that unvaluable one of the 
e Redemption of the world through Jeſus Chriſt: 
J he prayech alſo for. the Catholick Church, his 
d] King, : Gountrey:, and Friends. This he per- 
Hforms:not.as an homage or vaſlalage which he 
al muſt do, but out of pure delight in God and Di- 
Ith-vine exerciſes: ficither dotii he reſt on theſe, as 
i-Jall be owes God; but beſides, be orders all he 
doth -for his Glory , and is often bending his 
[Jminde-to-an application to God in all his wayes* 
AAnd this is his ſecret and inward devotion. 
JJHe worſhips God in publick; that he may avow=. 
medly own his dependance on him , and his union 


3) with 


(98) 
with-his Church': he goetl co the holy place] « 
not out of cuſtome or formality, bue that hit: 
may jointly with others, acknowledge and adorgifl 
his Maker and his Redeemer ; and gives noo. 
only an external concurrence with the Worſhithe 
jn Voice, Geſture, or Preſence, but his - hear! Wy 1 
ſaith Amen co'his lips and: profeſſion.  - yer 
N. I coanfeffe | fiade it much more: pleaſing 
and edifying to talk on theſe heads, than on ouf _ 
daubtful difputations ; and therefore .} will bic 
an endlefſe farewell to them 8 
C. | was «to have deſired that of :you:: fol 
though my: affe&ion to you hath ar preſenſ/. 
drawn from me a great deal of contentiou 
dilcourle; yet I finde no pleaſure in it's an 
Therefore as I ſeldom in my thoughts remind 
theſe matters, fo here F put a point, and wilf 
never reſime them again. Lee us therefor 
provoke one another to Charity and good- Works | 
:We have a better exerciſe for our tongues, witife 
them we are to bleſſe God even the Father; lef 
-ns not therefore utter any .thing with . themJ1 
that may feem to curſe. man, 'that was' Way fl 
ter the fumilitude of God. 
N. Yet your pains are rwehally loft: fo 
though F am not altogether changed as 'to mj 
Principles; yet you have brought me to a gre: 
temper in things wherein F muſt confeſle 7 wa 
unmeaſuredly furious : but 7 will hencefort| 
ftudy to draw in my minde from every diftra&i 
on, and more. vigorouſly purſe the great en{ CC 
of my Being. | 
C1 


Ve 
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ace C. If this be your temper, you and 7 cannot 


- h@iGgree, did our thoughts, as :co other things,” 


jordiffer never (o widly: And I pray God keep 
nogou'and me both in this temper long, bur now 
ſhine muſt parc for a while, it is like we may ſhort- 


early meet again, if not on earth, at leaſt in hea- 


yen: Sol bid you heartily adiew. 


 : FOSTSCRIPE 
folk 
TT Hele Dialogues were the 


ade hours, wherein the Au- 
i hor thought fit to gather in a 
few words, the matters which 
mDOW creat us ſo muich-trouble, 
WHnd to repreſent the Argu- 
nents of bothparties candidly; 
al hich he hopes he hath done., 
r=He proteſts he hath no deſign 
en {to wrong clither party or per- 
| A 2 1on, 


anſ\ haſty product of ſome 


GS +... co _ 
| ſon, but meerly to propoſe] 
theſe matters to others, in the| P 
ſame light wherein they appear|7 
to himfelf: had his deſign been 
to diſgrace perſons or wayes,he| 
would have done it at another| 
rate ; buthe abhorreth ſuch af 
choug ht. It theſe papers grow| 
lick; arid be of uſe to any, 
he defires no thanks as he' ex- 
pets no'rewards-: andfor the 
Cenſuresofperſons concerned, 

he-will ſhroud himſelf from 


theſe _ the vail of One HICON- 
_ Sent of 
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r|LIpon Contentions in matters 


of Religion, by a friend of 


af 
| the Authors ,- and a zealous 
| promoter of all deſi 19ns for 
al Peace and Love. 

V 


| | L. - | 
” | Hall that which was deſign*d to end our toils, 
| Increaſe our flames, and raiſe new broils ; ' 
"a And muſt we triamph in our Brethrens oils 2+ 
Women are ſaid by contraries to walk, 
So now Religion which Heaven intends 
To quiet minds, all hearts to quarrel bends ; 
cy And to contentious talb. 
And as the feuds of Brethren hotyefb are, 
1 (Where concords ought to be, there barſbeſt proves the jarr) 
So Nations Chriftned into unity, 
And twiſted in fraternal tyes, 
Tet do theſe Sacred bonds deſpiſe : 
And the endearing names of Brethren all bely. 


bg I Ez. 
Great were  diforders which at Babel ſprang, | 
Each did his Mothers Tongue forget 3 nb 
Brother to Brather Þake a ftranger Dialel, 
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| ai new coin '1 rk 6 os the ear did wound. 
In vain it was to ſpeak, and all grew mutes, 

And man paſoge't to deſcend to rank of bruits. My 

 * ..- \TheGoÞelt came to heal this breath, | 

And Canaans hallowed ſtile mankind did teach; 

At firſt all ſeem'd made of a piece ; \ | 

One heurt and ſon! them did inſpire, | 
Free, was the peaceful company from warlibe ire, 

When charity was all theif fire. 

The Heavenly dew ſtill moiſtened the fleece. 
While they ſought only how to propagate their kind, 
* Mdft all their Hymns nd difcord could one find. 

But when the wretched Arts of Humane Policy, 
Mingled with primitive integrity, 

They by unhallowed tools began to build 

Their fabriques, 'and by Laws of State | 

- --. +» Religion did adutterate. 3 
Then did incenſed Heavens *gainft them rage, "2 
And.pat an early period to the golden age : 
. A#in difarder ravel'd out, 

The Church grew a tumultuous rout. 

"And all with cloven T ongues did eak ©. 

Fierce wrath prevail 'd, and Gopet farce grew weak, 
And all its harmony died in agroan : 
Oh ftrange { even Paradiſe becomes a tow ide Zone. 
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Feſus bleft names were not their only files, 

They left his Standart, aid were rang'd i in files, 

)nder the Banttevs of dividing names, 

And quench't in angry heats were divine flames, 
Some quarel*d only aboxt doabrful words, 

But to decide the: matter, uſed ſwords - 
Others "bot Logick mceties did contend, . - 


AP Jerycs CIde; 


Tet ſuch peer fu put to their Hove an end : 

And while ſome plea'd the pradttice of ſmall Forins, 
Did their unformal pleas occaſion forms. 
Wondroxs Metamorphoſe / 

St, James counts luſt the ſource of Warvre, 
But now Religion proves the cauſe of jarres 
Inverted Chymiſtry / 

Which turns the Gold to baſe allay, 

Muſt R6me be damr*d as Antichrift, 

Becauſe it to unerring Chair pretends ; 

And forth ax Oracles its difates ſends ? 

While each *mong us to that height raiſe their creaft, 

And do gapedt that all to them ſubmit, 

Conceiggng.that to errour proof*s their wit. 

But once a Woman did uſury that Chair, 

That ſtain wipe off could never any care : 

Tet now *gainſt us that Sex conſpires, 

And to or Crown with inſelence aſpires. : 

Each Dame g Sybill grows, and doth refuſe -- 

To ftoop. to:wiſeft ſort, and oar juſt yoke abuſe. 

\-_ ,.: Thenames of fattians are infuſ'd - 

In harmdefo infancy, which eaxly thus abiſ*>, * 

Retains the wenome it from brea$} derives, 

All roads ate block't by which the truth arrivess © 
. Fond prejudice deth ſa bemi, iD, 
Trepaning Cuſtome doth ſo twiſh _ 

Thetr minds to erreur, that it vain 
And bootleſs labour proves them to regain © -' © 


I'V. 


DiÞuting is as Oyl to raging flame ; 
They glory in their ſufferings pompoys name, 
And by reſiſting do increaſe their fame, 

All gentleneſs they think a cheat, 
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And dread the enemy me bben he doth treat; 
God bleſs me, what diſeaſe 5s this, ' 
Whoſe cure all Medicines do miſs ! ' © 
They'r wanton if 'we cordials uſe, 
\-! ,. Snare, goodneſs they abuſe z 
. Or if to abate the feveriſh hear, | 
Some noiſome blood we would let ont ; 151) 
Then grows the madneſs of the frantich rout, 
If fines as Medicines #beir b;wels drain, 
Then they aload of grinding do complain. | | 
This flrange diftemper doth all shill defy,” 
. Phyſicians bopes ftill falſify. | 
But as a joynt which Gangrene doth corrupt; 
- Mut be cut off from the ſound lumpy 
Better the body grow a Fump,. * © 
Than by ſach members banberrupt. 
Tet often doth this Rydra multiply | 
When cropt, one head 19 ſeven will frufify, 
Or as « tree which with new force doth ſpring, 
When lopt by pruner is its overipreading wing'; 
£2 doth this poyſonois Weed: $1111 furrber ſpread, 
And as the Camomine, grow the moreit”s.rread, 
The Cecble ftill with: Wheat will blend, 
THI winwwing flames to mixture put #n. end. 
' Good Grains with Tares may chance to bepull'd up, 
Delay —_— doom till brimfull be their cup. 
Then chaffed juſtice ſhall the chaff devour, 


And Angel-reapers bring the juſt to Heavens flror 
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ARMIES: BE 
F continuation of the former 
| Conference. 


— 


I DIALOGUE VIE 
[C. } Am-heartily glad of this opportunity 
: of meeting with you again; and will be 
| more glad to find our laft Conference pro- 
| ducing che effect defign'd by it; which was 
|to beget in you a true ſenſe of Religion, that 
{you may walk worthy of your high and holy cat- 
I ing; tor, I can have no greater joy than to 
{{ee you walking 1n the truth. ED 

| YN. I thank you for being ſo concerned in 
| the welfare of my Seul: and, by the grace of 
God, I ſhall make it my daily work to be 
perfeting holinefſe in his fear: Bur, 1] muſt 
be on my guard when I converſe with you; 
fince you publiſh our private diſcourſes, which 
] do not take kindly; for, you take advantage 


[make the whole party ſuffer; 
| C. The true reaſon why I cotiſented to the 


publiſhing of our Conference ( for I candidly: 
Jaſſure you, I did no more but give my con- | 
ſent co him, who, being pleaſed with the + 


|| 


written 


from my weakneſs, and; by running me down, | 
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written account of it,defired to make it pub- 
lick) was,fince I thought T had allayed a great | 
dea] of the heat I met with in you upen theſe | 
matters, I preſumed ic mjghe produce the} 
like'good etfeCt in. others. If in any thing I| 
ſeem to take too great advantage againſt you, ſj 
it is with reaſon: neither is it an hymour ofh; ; 
drolling or inſulting, that makes me fome-|; 
times a little pleaſant ; ſince in all Dialogues 
you will  fiad the tranſitions ſweetned- with 
{omeyvhat of that,even when the graveſt mat- 
ters 276 treated of, 

| N, Some charge you with Socinianiſm, 
others with Popery, others with 4rminianiſm,||l 
and others with Qudkeriſm. I confeſle theitfy 
grounds ſeem?d fo me, very ſlender, but theyC 
lay it is very clear, and tell their followers|c| 
to ſhun you as a peſt. irc 

- :C. God forgive their malice, I pray God{c 
it be not laid to their charge at the laſt day,jC 
that they ſo falſly and injurioufly reproachfe 
me, I know the Arts of ſome well, they willfth 
tell chejr people thag we are unſound andth 
Heteradpx, and. back their hard words withſy, 
graye ngds and wry faces; and the pooifth 
People, tao inured to implicit faith, give anſ. 5 
undoubted credit ta what they ſay : Bute dofni 
they underſtand things, who charge a man withſþjz 
Sociniqniſm, who believeth that Chriſt is thyib 
eferng] Son of God, and hopes for ſalvationhig 
only through lus þlaggd ? and they are as vol wt 
verſe 
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b= | verſed in Popery, who charge me with it; for, 
eat f can he be heretical in Juſtification, who 
eſe | aſccibes all we receive in this life and in that 
the to come, to the love and grace of God 
; It chrough Jeſus Chriſt > And you know all that 
ou, Calvin and his followers aim at in the mat- 
* offi ter of Arminius his points, is, that all oug 
ne-| gaod be aſcribed to God : how then can he 
ues}|be erroneous in this matter, who aflerts that? 
ithſ[Buc as for Qyakeriſyr, the grounds on which 
lat-|{they tax me of that, are ſo ridiculous, that I 
lam aſhamed to name them; and, aſſure you I 
;ſm,/Jam ſo far from inclining to @wuakers, that 7 
/m,jlook on that Se, as one of the ſubtilleſt de- 
heitfivices yet broached for the overthrow of 
heyChriſtian Religion. But, if that ſpirit benot 
rers]the womb,from whence all theſe Secs and er- 
Tours have ſprung amongſt us, let all that 
5odyJook on, judge 3 none falling to them in this 
day,jCountry but ſuch as were formerly moſt vio- 
"achJent in their way. And though I am fare, 
willthey are far enough from being ©uakers, yet 
andtheir principles have a natural tendency :that 
withSvay.: whence,, think you, have they ſucke 
pooſFheir rejecting of all forms and order ( under 
e an pretence that the Spirit is not to be preli- 
* dagnited ) but from your riptions againſt Litur- 
witlpizs and for extemporany heats? Next, the 
thgjiberty you [take to medle in matters too 
tionhigh for you, and judge of every thing, with- 
wellpuc thinking, you are bound to reyerence et- 
red + I 2 ther 


C4 3 
cher the preſent or antient Church, C1 plead 
not' ſor implicit faith) opens a wide -door for | 
their pretenſions to a liberty of the Spirit ; | fi 
which at once renounceth all modeſty and hu- | 
mility. Next, your humour of ſeparation, | | 
begets that giddineſs i in people, that, no won- || 
def, they, being ſhaken from the unity of the | Þ | at 
Church, alfo ſtagger through unbeleef. As | 
allo, many of you cheriſh in your followers a $ k 
dezeQtion of mind too much, as if Religion, | ' 
which gives a man a right to the pureſt Joyes, | 
ſhould become a' life of doubting , and this| h 
introgduceth a Ipirit .of Melancholy , which|, > 
clearly makes way to that pretended Enthy-! 
fiaſm. And thus you may ſee who are to be; q 
blamed for the progrefſe that way makes a-j| 1 
mongſt us, you having prepared the people] Of 
ſo ro it. But fill 7 afſure you, though I cans] © 
not but ſee the faults, roo many amongſt youy *« 
zre guilty of, ] am far from hating or deſpi-| ” 
ſing you, God knowes 7 pity and love yo 
with all my heart. ** nc 
"*N. But every one doth not judge fo fag 5" 
vourably of you; in a word, you: are called : 
petulant profane and malicious perſon, and 4 th 
ſcoffer-at true' piety; under a pretence of it; Jee 
Jabouring to defame the Cauſe''and work off Pr 
God, which: (hall have a ſweer favour to al th. 
poſterity, when your memory will rot : Yo Ct 
Pretend to moderation, but art the moſt imf CO 
TT of any: this is the vulgar Fug Wy NE 
tnaJ - 
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that Book, and of its concealed Anthor, who, 
they adde, doth well co conceal his name 
from ſuch a work of darknefle. | 
C. I hope you know my cemper better, 


{ than to think theſe things will much move 
| me; 7 will learn to live through good repore 
| and 11] report, and am fo far from being angry 
| with thoſe who thus traduce me, that it I 
| knew how to do them a good office I would 
| infallibly do it. Yea, it my heart deceive 
{ me not, ] could die to do them fervice. I 
: |} have no anger, God knoweth, at their per- 
| fons nor_ their wayes, further than 7 think 
| they are deſtructive of the unity of that bo- 
| dy, whereof Chriſt is the head : and conſe- 
{ quently obſtruf che advancement of Religi- 
1 on. I alwayes claſſe them in two diviſions, 
1 the one is, of ſuch as are indeed differing 
| from us in their opinion, but withall are fo- 
| berand modeſt, not raſh in their cenſures, 
{ nor bicter in their paſſions : and ſuch T ho- 


nour and love, and doubt not but there are 
grave and pious perſons of that perſuaſion, 
whom TI alſo honour the more, becauſe of 
their firſt founder Calvin (take not this as a 


1 jJeer ; for, ITafſure you, the firſt being. ever 


Presbytry had, was in Calvius brain. ) But o- 
thers, beſides their opinion in the matter of 


{ Church-government, are of ſoure tempers, 


condemning ſuch as differ from them, judg- 
ing all who arenot as violent as themſelves, 
Nl placing 


SE 0 
placing Salvation in theſe matters, and thus 
confining their charity within the narrow cir- 
cle of their own opinion: as for ſuch, they get 


bue their trac name , when theyare called | 


Fanaticks, and though I will be loath to judge 
them as to the ſtate of their ſouls ; yer, what- 
ever good Chriſtians they might prove in a 


Cell, or in a Defart, I afſure yon, they ate | 
not ſhap*c for Societies; their maximes being | 
inconſiſtent with peace,order and unity : And | 
they are as unfit to' govern, as uncapable of | 
being governed ; and, for thefe do not quar- | 


a” 


rel me, if I ſpeak ſeverly of them : but re- | 
member what one of your own deſervedly | 
eſteemed Preachers ſayeth ( it is like occafi- | 
oned by the differences then, when they were | 
forced to repreſſe the infolence of the prote- 


Ricig Party ) on Fob 17, verſe xo. Do. 4. | 
Albeit Godlineſſe teach men modeſty and ſobrie= | 


ty, and to be tender of the reputation of others; | 
yet that doth not hinder them to tell men, what | 


they are, when they are called to it in the de- 


fente of truth : and that they may give a check | 


ro their proud conceit of themſelves: Theſe 
words are fo clear and comprehenfive chat 
they need no further explication', and ſerve 


as  compleat apology for any ſharpneſfle I | 


might 'have uſed. I ſhould indeed be very | 
anjririous co'the Presbycerian party, did I | 


charge chem wich all che humours and follies 


chac are among yon: the Englifh Presbyterians | 


are | 
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- are far beyond you in; their moderation, as is 


notour to all that know them, and may appear 


from Mr. Baxter's Diſputations on Church- 
oJ0vernment:yea,in the late treaty,all they defj- 


red, was, to be conjoined with the Biſhops in 
the exerciſe of Diſcipline, which you refuſe, 
thongh it be offered and prefſed upon you. 


| Next, before the late diſorders, all the Pref- 


byterians in Scotland, did fit in the Courts 


| for Church-diſcipline, and why may you not 


as well do the like? | 


NN. The odds is very great 3 for, then 
Presbyteries ftood by the Legal eftabliſhment; 
the A& for them being ſiill in force, which 
was reſcinded at the reſtoration of Biſhops, 
Anno 1662: ſo that the old foundation being 


razed, they are no more Presbyteries, 


| C, You may remember what I ſaid to you 


| at our fourth meetin upon this head : but 


one thing I muſt adde, which will ſurprize 


| You, it is truly very ſtrange how matters. of 


Se SES 7 


| ment 21; | wh 
| faid, annulſing and reſcinding the 114 _— 
is 


fa& are ſo confidently afferted, and fo ramne- 


: Iy believed, without confideration : you give 


it out to every body, that the law for Pres- 
byteries, was in force till the year 1662. and 
this is in allyour mouthes, and TI confefle, 


{ I never doubted the matter of fa& ts be 
| true, till of late I was undeceived by a perſon 


of great honour, who ſhew me the A& Parlia- 
acob. ch, 1. where it is expreſly 
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his. Majeffies Parliament, holden Anns 1592, 


and that is the A& which ſetled Presbytery; 


and now,what can I think? God forbid 1 ſu- 
ſpe&. this of difingenuous forgery ; and yet 
perhaps, if you catched us in ſuch a trip, it 
would be told us on our deafeſt ear; but it 
cannot be denyed to be intolerable igno- 
rance ad ſupinnefſe,; to take fuch a matter 
upon cruſt ; and fince you make this the chief 
ground why you differ from your Predeceffors 
in this matter, how can you anſwer to God 
who have made a Schiſme from the Church, 
without examining the grounds upon which 
you did it? bat I hope now that you ſee up- 
on what ſandy and ſlender foundations you 
have been building ,” you will confider your 
way better hereafter, and return into union 
with us: for Iam ſtill deſirous and willing to 
hope well of you. | 

N. Truly you are in the wrong to many of 
them, for few of them are ſo bitter againſt you 
as you ſeem to be againſt them : and I aflure 
you they pray often for you , though you I 
doubt ſeldom pray for them. 

C. ] tel] you again and again, I have no 
quarrel] with ſuch of them as are calm nd 
modeſt, only I regrate they are too few. As 


for the others love to us, wo ſhould it be to. 


you and-me, if the love of God to us ( which. 
ought to be our meaſtre of love to the bre- 
thren ) did appear in fuch effets as wo 
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doth, If they pray for us, it is in-the moſt 
invidious firain imaginable, that God would 
bring us down and deſtroy fuch of us .as are 
incorrigible, and ſhew the reſt of us the evil 
of our apoſtacy and defeQion : this you know 
1s the univerſal firain of their prayers concer- 
ning us. But, how would they take it, if we 
ſhould pray thac God would deſtroy their 
party, and ſhew them the evil of cheir cruel- 
ey, rebellion and other wicked courſes ? Now 
this is the true Charaer of an inſolent, who 
takes aliberty with al] the world, but cannot 
be touched himſelf. Arid you know, we al- 
wayes pray, that God would unite this poor 
Church, and heal our breaches ; which ſhews 
the healing and peaceable (piric is on our fide: 
Our prayers being ſuch, that none can refuſe 
to fay Amen to them : And upon all occaſi- 
ons, we declare we are not only ready to unite 
with them, but are extreamly deſirous of it. 
And if you will believe me, I aſſure you, I dai- 
Iy pray for them in this ſtrain moſt cardially : 
whereas there is nothing they fear mere than 


' an accommodation ; nay, in their Books they 


directly own, that all thar can be done, ought 


to be done for keeping life in our differences:. 


and who could ever have expefted to have 
heard this doarine in the (chool of Chrift ? 
And let all men judge, if there be not a bit- 
ternefle in the preface to Mr. Rhetorfort*s let- 


WapColy res ' _ 
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ters, the Apologetical Narration, and Naphtd-= 


| | # .16 ) 
{i, which is unfatnpled in any Sztire,not to fay 
orave aid Cliriftian writing. And what cur- 
ſed doarine is it Naphthali broacheth concer- 
ning private perſons their puniſhing of crimes 
in caſe of the (upinneſffe of the Magiſtrate? for, 
ranlack all the Provincial letters, Eſcobar or 


the other profane Caſuifts of that wicked j 


ſchool, you ſhall not find a more impious 
and deteftable opinion among them ; and 
what curſed effe&s this produced , all the 
Nation ſaw 2 when in the fight of the Sun a 
vilain with a piſtol invaded the perſons of two 
of the Fathers of the Church, and that in the 
chief ftreer of our royal” City. And though 
the providence of God ſhielded the one to- 
tally from his fury, and preſerved the life of 


the other, though with the loſſe of his arm, | 
_ all ſhattered with the wound ; yet his malice 


was not to be blamed, for that aſfaſfinations 
were only wanting to compleet the. parallel 
betwixt that irit and the Feſuits, which is 
indeed the ſame ſpirit moving in different 
Chara&ers. I do not charge the fa& on that 
party, but acknowledge, I never ſpoke with 
one who did not expreſs their abhorrency of 
it ; but, without all uncharitableneſs, 1 may 

charge it. on the Author of Naphthali. 
\ N.. But one thing ever ſticks with me: 7 
confefle at our laft diſconrſe , you gave me 
ood. rules. in order to a Chriftian life , but 
Aint you deſign to make me regardlefſe -— the 
ate 


_— 
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fate of the Church, Khich is, that I be only 
ſe}f-concerned, and negle& the inrereſts of 


Chriſt, whereas, what ought to be dearer to 
me then the glory of God? and furely when 
that ſuffers, all that love him will be tender- 
ly affe&ed, ſo was David and Feremiah, for 
the deſolations of their times ; and it is a 


| ftrange piece of Religion to be unconcerned }. 


in Gods glory, which is to be like Gallo, to 
care for none of theſe things. 

C. All things have two lides 3 fo this doQ- 
rine of reſignation, if you look to ic on the 
wrong one, ſeems like unconcerned fiupidity 
yer, rightly conſidered, it is one of the high- 
eft pieces of Chriftianity : for, if you believe 
(which you muſt believe,elſe yon are no good 


| Chriſtian) that Chriſt governes his Church, 


you muſt alſo believe that he doth all things 
well fince he hath all power in heaven and 
earth committed to him; and in him are dll 
treaſures of wiſdom and of knowledge; and be 
loved his Church ſo, that he died for it. Now 
fince his power enables him to do what he 
pleaferh, and his goodneſs inclines him to 
pleaſe what is beſt, and his wiſdom cannot 
erre in the choice, Where is there rowm for 
any miſcarriage in the government of the 
World? why then are we to vex our ſelves 
with any anxiety? doth not that tacitly ac- 
cuſe God, as if he did not mind his Church 
as he ought 2 or doth itnot imply if we _ 

O 


» 
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- Therefore, as in all our perſonal concern- 
ments, we ought to go about our duty with 
diligence,leaving eyents wholly to Gods care; 


So,in the publick concernments of hisChurch, - 


we are to commit the mannagement of them 
to him, on whoſe ſhoulders the Government 
was laid by the Father ; and reſt ſecurely in 
this perſwaſion, that all things cooperat in 
promoting the grand defigns of eternal wif- 
dom and goodneſs : but ftill we are to con- 
cern our (elves in the good of the Church 
above all things, next to the ſalvation of our 
own ſouls : but this is co be expreſſed, as in 


our moſt fervent ſolliciting of God in be- | 


half of his Church (to which we are oblidged 
as well as to pray for our ſelves, we thereby 
expreſſing to God our zeal for his glory, and 
.our fervent charity to the brethren ) ſo- alfo 
we are to let no opportunity ſlip, that God 
puts in our hands of doing good: But, as we 
are called, we are to do good as far as our 
ſation reacheth, and that upon all hazards ; 
yet, even in that, we are with David, not to 
meddle in matters too high for us, and with 
\ St. Paul, not to ftretch our ſelves beyond our 
own meaſure and line; but withall , we are 
to let no inward dejeting melancholy: poſſeſs 
our ſouls, which is contrary to the end of 
Religion, wherein we are called to rejoyce 
evermore;z it being contrived of God to 


beget| 


$ "of bis council, we could adjuſt things better? | 


eee 8 
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(13) 
beget in us joyes,which cannot be taken from 
us; and nothing marrs the ſouls inward joy 
in God mcre than ſuch ſorrowes. S. 
N. But all this is ſtill contrary to the holy 
men of Gad : What (ad complaints are in the 


Pſalms and Prophets, and chiefly in the La- 
mentations? And certainly, we, in the new 


| diſpenlation, enjoying a clearer manifeſtation 


of the love of Sod, ought to be ſo much the 
more zealous for his glory. | 

C. It ſeems you conſider little the diffe- 
rence of the two diſpenſations : for, that of 
Moſes was carnal, chiefly made up of temp- 
ral promiſes of an external proſperity; fo 
theſe outward deſolations were then ſignes of 
Gods diſpleaſure againſt them, and therefore 
they did lament becauſe of them: but now 
the Scene is wholly altered,and theſe outward 
aftiiftions and perſecutions, are fo far from 
being curles, as they were of old, that our 
Saviour hath pronounced them bleflings ; 
yea, he hath made theſe trials the Badges of 
our conformity to our Head, who was made 
perfe& through ſufferings, And therefore 
we are to glory and rejoyce in our ſufferings, 
as did the Apoſties; and in the primitive 


Church, though they were made havock of, 


in the moſt crue] manner, fome torn by Ly- 
ons, and other wilde beaſts, ſome killed by 
the ſword, ſome burnt in the fire, ſome roaſt- 
ed on Gridirons, ſeme thrown in boytfing 
Caldrons, 
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-Caldrons, :ſome had their fleſh torn off by 


pincers, ſome were ſtarved to death by hung- 
er and cold; in a word, all the crueltie that 
diabolical malice could devile, was exerciſed 
upon them 3 yet not only the Martyrs them- 
ſelves bore all, ſinging in the midit of their 
tortures, but the Churches alſo rejoyced in 
it : And the dayes of their death, were Fefti- 
vals, called-netalitie Martyrum, they coun« 
ting their Martyrdom their moſt glorious 
birch, And by the Epiſtles Ex/ebius inſerts 
in bis Hiſtory, we ſee they were far from com- 


 Plajning becaule of their ſufferings. But you 
(becauſe the Lawes are altered, and the Ma- 


giftrate hath denied you further encourage» 
mear, and puniſhed you, not for your Conlci» 
ence, of which you cannot brag much, fince 
none hath (iffered becauſe he was for Presby- 
tery, or againſt Epz/copaty, but for your un- 
ruly humonrs and pratices) make ſuch com» 
plaints to God as if heaven and earth were 
mixed , and adapt all the Lamentations of 
Feremigh to your ſorrie matters, as if the 


. overthrow of Presbytery were to be compared 


to the Babyloniſh captivity; And ſee if the 
cancluſiqn of the: Apology, and all your other 
writtings run- not in this ſtile. Now were 
your way "what you imagine it to be, you 


ſhould rejoyce, that you are called to ſuffer 


for it, and not to make (ſuch tragical com- 


thole 


Plaints. And 1 atu ſure,your bitterneſs. againſt 
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thoſe whom you call your enemies, looks no» 
thiog like the mildneſle of Chrift or the prij- 


mitive Sufferers, who carried with all gentle- 
nefle towards their perſecutors, in meekneſle 
inftruting thoſe that oppoſed them; And 
this doth too palpably declare, you are 
ſtrangers to the ſerene and dove-like ſpirit 


_ of the Goſpel. | | 
N. You alwayes run to the primitive Chri- 


ftians; but far fowles have fair feathers, and 
if you examine the prafice of the Reform- 
ers, they univerſally -reſifted the Magiſtrate, 
and carried on the Reformation by Arms 3 
and how then dare you charge the Do@rine 
of refiſtance with Rebellion, fince you thece- 
by ſtain that glorious Work ? 


G. Iafſure you, Ihave a great veneration 


for the Reformers, and look on them as per- 
ſons ſent of God, to reſcue his Church from 
the grofſe ſuperſtition and Idolatry had over- 
ſpred it z but for all that, you muſt pardon 
me fill to prefer the primitive Chriſtians to 
them : As for caſting reproaches on them, it 
ſhall quickly appear, whither of us be the 
more guilty init. I will therefore from un- 
deniable evidence of Hiſtory convince you of 
the falſhood of that vulgar errour, that the 
Reformation was carried on by reſtiflsnce ; 
and ſhall begin with the Valdenſes, who refilt- 
ed not the King of France, as is clear in the 
Hiſtory , notwithſtanding of their HP 


SS 6, 
led perſecutions, when they were deftroyed 
by thouſands : Belle forreſt tells, that 60000 
were killed in one town of Beziers 3 Spond. ad 
an. 1209. tells of ſeven thouſand, being mur- 
dered at once in ohte Church, It is true there 
were Wars betwixte the Count of Monfort 
and che Count of Thol/pyſe ; but the Count 
of Tholouſe was a Peer of France; And the 
Peers, by the Conſtitution of H:1g0 Capit, were 
rather vaſſals then ſubjects ro the King : be- 
\ fides, he only fought againſt Monfort. So 
Petrus Vallifarnenſis , Hiſt. Albiog. | And in 
the Counc. of Monpellier , the Dominions 
of Tholouſe were given to Simon Monfort, but 
not by che King, neither was the Legate well 
pleaſed, that the Kings Son came and took the 
crofle, 'left he mighce thereby pretend fome 
right in theſe Dominions, which the Pope 
preterided* were his : Simon Monfort there- 
fore was a bloody Emiffary of the Popes, and 
not authorized by -Phi/ip Auguſt. then King 
of France,' who gave no other concurrence 
to the War, fave that he permitted his Sub- 
je&s to Arm in it: lo, here was no refiftance 
of Subje&s againft their Soveraign. 

N. But did not the Bohemians, under 
Ziſca, fight and refiſt 'when che Challice was 
denied them ? | 


C.' In the general,*Tdnſider that the Crown | 
of Bobem, is ele&ive: ir which caſe, certain- | 
ly the States of a Kingdom ſhare more largely 
þ __— of 
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of the Soveraign power: Befides,he from whom 
we have the beſt account of the Bohemian 
Churches, Comenius ( in ordine unitatis Bo- 
hemice ) gives but a ſlender charaQer of 


Ziſca and his buſlinefſe, extolling him chiefly 
as a good (onldier. Beſides, the juſtifiers of 


- the late Bohemian Wars, never run upon this 


ſtrain of (izbjefts refiſting their Soveraign, up= 
on the account of Religion, but upon- the 
lawes and liberties of that ele&ive King« 
dome. Neither were the Proteftants too 
well fatisfed with the laft  Bohemian-buſli- 
nefſe ; yea, King Fames, notwithflanding of 
his intereſt in the elected King, ' wks ho way 
cordial for it : theſe two Thave' joined toge- 
the interval was great, ''' | 
 N. Bnc you know thefe was fighting in 
Germany upon the account 'of Religion.” - 
C. This ſhowes' how*®overly you read Hi- 
ſtory, when you: bring this as a preſident. 


ther, becauſe the Scene 'was the lame, eliough 


When Lither' roſe, the-Duke of Saxe, being 


moved of God, did receive the Reformation 
peaceably into his principalities, without any 
force 3 and his example'was followed by other 
Princes and free cities': but, in the year 1524. 
and 1525. 'there aroſe a War in Germany, fo- 


"mented by ſome troubleſome Preachers, as 
fith the Hiſtorian, who pretended the liber- 
ty of the Goſpel ſor their chief quarrell ; and 


this was called the War of the' Ruſticks. 'And 
K they 


(18 ) 

they appealing” to Lather*s judgement , he 
wrote again and again tothem, condemning 
what they did, as an execrable and curfed Re- 
bellion. He faith indeed, it was a. great 
wickedneffe in their Princes to force their 


conſciences, but that did not at all excuſe 


them ; and tells how far he himſelf had been 
ever from ſuch courſes : and he calles thoſe 
that fomented the Rebellion, wvilains 3 and 
not content with this, he ſtirred vp the pro- 
_ teftant Princes againſt them, who fought them 
and broke.them. Andin this I deſire you will 
not. conſider the tatles of ſome ignorant per- 
ſons,, bug read the:,Hiſtory it ſelf, and thoſe 
excellent-;papers of Luther : for which I refer 
.you. te S/eidan,Lib.5-, And he will give you 


fall ſatisfation. Afterwards the Duke of 


v4,» 


_ whereupon he conſenting, they entered into 
that 'famous League. . And every one who 
knowes any thing of that Empire,knowes _ 
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before the Year, 1644, that the States re- 
peſore the" 199 Kit & the Staxes re 


DAS CERT ARTE HET. OBESE. 


(19) 
that the Princes are Soveraigns within them- 
ſelves, and that the Emperour is only the 
head of the union. As for the War that af- 
terwards followed betwixt Charles the.5th, 
and the Duke of Saxe, beſides, that the Duke 
of Saxe, was free to defend himſelf, as 1 have 
told, Charles the 5th, declared it was not 
for Religion he fought, whatever his defign 
was : neither did all the Princes of the Reli- 
gion join againſt him. The EleRors of Cullen 
and Palatine, both Proteſtants, lay_neniters 
and the Eleftor of Brandenburg, and Maurice, 
afterwards Ele&or of Saxe 4 armed for:the 
Emperour : So you may ſee, what pitiful 
Hiſtorians they are, who alledge the prece- 
dent of Germany. In Sweden, King Guftguvws, 
Anno, 1524. with the: States of that. King- 
dom, peaceably received the, Reformation 3 
neither were their any broils about it, tilt 
about ſeventy years after, that Sigiſmond, 
King of Polland ( whom notwithſtanding of his 
being Papiſt, they received for their Kipg, 


he being the ſon of the former King of $we- 
den, and peaceably obeyed him ) was by force 


entring the Kingdom, reſolving to root out 
the Proteſtant Religion : Whereupon ( Vide 
Decret. in comitiis Lincop., Aano, 166.0...) 


they depoſed him, and chooſed his Uncle 
Charles King 3. no ftirange ching in the Swede M 


niſh Hiſtory | that being an Ele&ive 


ceived 
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ceived Gaſtzvus then reigning for their Here- 
Uicary* Kingz, but ftill che States retained 
the ſhpream Atithority, as may appear by all 
thar writs, Nor was it any wonder, if they, 
ad but 4 white before, crept out of an 


LN Kingdotn irito an Hereditary, could 


pot brook S7giſmond his tyrannical invaſion. 
And if this eos not to vindicat the Swedes; 
Get, the Reformation was riot introduced 
Wars aniong chem, neither were ever che 
aHions of that State , lookt upon as a prece- 
"Othit ts otters.” In Denmark, Frederick the 
with the Scites of that Kingdom, re- 
Hived <# Reformation peaceably, nor was 
ho atly violence. uſed. 
*X- But you carrot deny, there was force 
et in Helvetia atd Geneve. 


"uf Hiſtory you are.” In Switzerland, the 
eformarion: 'w4s” Peaceablie- received by 
Fetch (the ff 3nd chief-Caton of that 
- fe) id anc other” Towns. - But other 
Ks: tons gning them for this, at 'the 
Mghrion ws Ie, Pope and: fiis inftrumetits, 
Hes che MF; "*that'at- Ten th it broke 
Jdto' & civi War: . whe ein they of 
IO the - ware farp rized, B by them, fo 
nlled'ts' $9 Hh Jeſthi46ts a” Steid. 

| $.,Þ Bit yoh a ERLeTls AKAFyou know 
A IN Te hy tons are. nb way © ſubject ro 
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in a League, 2s are the ſeven Provinces: So 
that in theic Treaties with France and. other 
Princes, they often Treat-ſever*dly, Vie Sint. 
de Rep. Helv. 'As for Geneve, the Biſhop flad 
from it, 'out of a pannick fear, when the -Re- 
formation was received : but no force: was 
aſed to drive him out. © Sleid. lib. 16. Abd 
befide, Geneve was a free Town, neither ſub- 
je& co the Biſhop nor. the Duke of. Savdy; 
Vide Siml. de Rep. Helu."lib. '10. de Geneve.; 
N. Whart-ſay you to che War in che Ne- 
therlands 2 
C. I fay ſtill, it was not: for Religion: they 
fought, Papiſts and Proteſtants - jointly : cok- 
curring;z And C. Exmond- and. C- Hazn:who 
were beheaded by the Duke of Ave 5+asthe 
chief inſtruments 1n it, died bota Fapiſts ;yev, 
the State by a placart, declared it (candalogs 
to ſay they fonght for Rehgion 3; the/true 
ground of the quarrel (as you may'read mall 
_ the Hiſtories) was, that-their Prince'pasuibt 
an abſolute *Soveraign, but limited id his 
power, and that by expreſſe ours they 
'might uſe force if he cranſprefled tis. 
which he did moſt NE and -ticanili- 
cally: and for all this, 'T-refev you to Gwv- 
tins, de Antiquitate Batavie & in Iib.. Aww: 
who yet is one of the Wt Pleaders'# "Tor 
'ſubje&ion to Magiſtracy. * 
N. But nothing of this ca be dledged/to 
palliat the French eivil Wars? - 10s 
K 3 C. The 


C a2 ) 
©7 E.: The firſt civil Wars were mannaged by 
Che Princes of the blood, who. by the Laws 
of \that. Crown, are not ordinarie ſubje&s. 
' Befides, the Wars were begun it the mino- 
-rity of the King; in which .cale the powers 
-of the Princes is greater : I do not for all this 
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-belljon ; but confider the fierce ſpirit of that 
: Nation (ready to fight for any thing ) and 
you muſt confefſe, it: was not: Religion , but 
-their temper that was to be 'blamed ; but 
now many of the eminent men of that Church 
are fully convinced of the evil of theſe cour- 
fs: and do ingenuouſhie condewn them, 
Yea;:1n'the Wars of the laft King, one of the 
-Stories of our Nation, Cameron, at Mountow- 
F #97; diretly preached againſt their courſes, 
 _ and taxed them of Rebellion. 


'Jate King of Britain give afliſtance to the 
* Rocbeſlers in the laſt Wars? 
i & There was a particular reaſon in that, 
a9 appears from the account the illuſtrious 
: Duke of Robhay gives of it: for the King of 
-Britdin had interpoſed in the former pacifr* 
eition, and had given ſurety to the Proteſt- 
- ants,.that. the French King ſhould religiouſly 


France violating this, the King of Britain 
Aahereby-receiving: ſo publick an injurie and 


| them : 
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ideny.itheir following Wars, were dire re- - 


+113 V;-{But if that was Rebellion, how did the | 


._  +@bſerve the agreement ; But che King of | 


affront, was ogblidged in honour to afliſt | 
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them : which for his part was moſt juſt, what- 
| ever the. Subjects of France their. part in it 


might be. And thus 7 have cleared the 
Churches abroad of that injurious ſtain you 


brand them wich: And by this let all men 


judge whether you or I do them the beſt of- 
fice. But to come to our own Britain, you 
know it is the glory of the Engliſh Reforma- 
tion, that it was ſtained with no blood, ſave 
that of Martyrs , which was its chief orna- 
ment: Yea, though a Popiſh and perſecuting 
Queen interveened betwixt che firſt Refor- 
mation of King Edward, and the ſecond of 
Queen Elizabeth ; yer, none rebelled : For 
that of Fyat, was not upon the account 'of 
Religion; but in oppofition to the match- 
ing with. King Philip of Spain. It is true 
Scotland hath not that glory : but as we were 
long allyed to France; lo we have too much 
of their temper: ſo that it paſſeth as a com- 
mon ſaying, of Scotſ-men, prefervida Scotorum 


 Ingenia. And all that travelled the world, 


can witneſſe that we were- not approven in 
our late rebellion abroad. I ſhall not inſtance 
what Diodati, Spanhem , Rivet, Salmaſius, 
Blondel, Amerald; de Moulin, and many of 
the greateſt and moſt famed Forrezgn Di- 
vines, have publickly expreſſed againſt it. 
Some in Print, others in publick diſcourſes 
and Sermons. One thing I will not paſle by, 
chat in the conſiftcory of. Charrenton , they 
4 h made 


% ' "ES 
made an A, that no man ſhould be barred 
the Communion for the Scots excommunis 
cation.,; except it were for a crime; and fo 
told the. late Biſhop of Orkney then of Gallo+ 
way, that the pretended excommunication of 


Scotland, ſhould no way hinder their receiv- - 


ing him to their Communion; and this . was 
a loud declaration of their diſowning and 
condemning Che Scots practices, - 

N.' Bit cel] me ingenuouſly, Are there no 
precedents in Hiftory for Subje&s fighting ups 
on the account of Religion ; and have none 
of the Writters of the Church afferted it? 

\'C.: Yes, there have, and I will deal inge- 
nouſly with you upon this head. The firſt I 
know is Pope Grepory the ſeventh, who arm- 
ed the ſubje&s of Germany againſt Henry the 
fourth:Emperour, upon the account of Re- 
ligion 3 becauſe the Emperor laid claime to 
the , inveſtitures of Biſhops, they being then 
ſecular Princes, And this proſpering fo well 
inthe hands of Hzl/debrand , .other Popes 
made no bones ; upon any diſpleaſure they 
conceived, either againſt King or Emperour, 
to, take his Kingdom from bim, and free his 
ſubje&s from their obedience to. him ; al- 
wayes pretending ſome matter of Religion, 
as you may read particularly in the Hiſtory of 
Frederick the firſt 5 Frederick the' ſecond, 
. Lewis. of Baviere, Emperours, Philip.Le bell 

and Lewis the 12th of France, Henry the = 
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cond, and fohn of England, Conradine of Na- 
ples , and Charles of Navarre. Thele are the 
eldeſt precedents I meet with in Hiſtory, for 
your buſlinefſe 3 and the Jateit is the holy 
League of France, from which our whole 
matter ſeems tranſcribed. The authors who 


]. plead for this, are only Comrtiers, Cannoniſts 


and Feſuits, Now how are you not aſhamed 
1n a matter of ſuch importance to f{ymbolize 
with the worſt gang of the Roman Church, 
( for the foberer of them condemn it ) yer 
fill heaven and earth with your clamours if in 
ſome innocenter things the Church of En- 
gland (rem to ſymbolize with them ? 

N. No, you ſtill recain the Papacy, you 


only change the perſon from the Pope to the 


King, whom you make head of the Church, 
and ſwear to him in theſe termes, 

C. This is fo impudent a calumny, that 
none bur ſuch as have aminde to reproach 
would uſe it ; which 1fhall clear by giving an 


account of the whole matter. In England, 


you know the Pope, beſide his general tyr- 
anny , exerciſed a particuiar authority, after 
King Fobn had baſely refigned the Cromn to 
him, vide Matth. Parif, ad An. 1213, When 
therefore the Reformation was introduced in 
England, and the Papal yoke ſhaken off, the 
cath of Supremacy was brought into exclude 
all forreign juriſdition, and to reinſtate the 
King in his civil authority over all __ 
an 
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' and in all cauſes, as well ecclefidſtical as cis 


vil. I confefſe Henry the eight, did dire&ly | 


ſer up acivil Papacy, but yon know the Re- 
formation of England was never dated from 


his breach with the Biſhop of Rome : But the. 


oath of Supremacy was never deiigned to take 


away the Churches intrinfick power , Or to |. 


make. that the power of Ocdination, giying 
Sacraments, or Diſcipline, flowed from the 
King, to which he only gives his civil (anCti- 
on and confirmation. | However, becauſe the 
words being general, might ſuggeſt ſome 
ſcrouples, they are clearly explained in an 


AG& of Parliament of Queen Elizabeth; and in | 


one of the 39 Articles, : and more fally by the 
incomparable and blefſed Biſhop Uſher , to 
whom, for his pains, King Fames gave thanks 
in a letter, Now this Oath being brought 
from Exgland to Scotland, none onght to pre- 
' tend (croaples, ſince both the words in them- 
ſelves are (ſufficiently plain, and the meaning 
affixed to them in Eng/and, is yet plainer : 


And we having it from them, muſt be under- 


ſtood to have ir in their ſenſe, 

N. But this clearly makes way for Eraſtia- 
niſm. 
G. This is one of your mutinous Arts, to 
find. out long and hard names, and affix them 
to any thing that diſpleaſeth you, In the Old 


# - . Teſtament, you find the Kings of Fudah fre- 
- 2quently medling in Divine matters ; and the 
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ned 1n all matters of Religion 3 And you are 
very ignoranr in Hiſtory it you know not, that 
the Chriſtian Emperours flill medledin mat- 
ters of Reiigion, The firſt general Councils, 
were called by them, as appears by their Sy- 
nodical Acts and Epiſtles. And by the ac- 
counts all the Hiſtorians give, they alfo pre- 
ceeded in the Councils; fo Conſtantine at 
Nice, Theodoſe at Conftantinople, Earl Candidi- 
anw inname of Theodoſe the lecond at Epheſus, 
and Martian at Chalkcedon. Its true in pre» 
ceeding, they only ordered matters,. bur did 


not decide in them, as particularly appears 


from the Commiſlion given to Earle Candid 
anw, inſerted in the Acts of the Ephefin Coun- 
cil. They alſo judged in matters of ſchilme; 


| fo Conſtantine in the Donatiſt buſlinefſe, even 


after it had been judged, both by Miltiades 
and Marcus, Biſhops of Rome and Millan, by 
the Synod of Arles, and by the Council 'of 
Nice ; Yea, the Code and Bafi/icks, and the 
Capitolers of Charles the great, ſhew, they 


| never thought it without their ſphere, to 


make lawes in Ecclefiaftick matterss The 
Biſhops alſo were named by them, or,at leaft, 


their ele&ions were to be approven by them, 


not excepting the Roman Biſhop, though he 
was the proudeſt pretender of all, who after 


the overthrow of the Weſtern Empire, was . 
tolend to Conftantinople or Ravenna, to get. 
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his Ele&ion ratified : and when the Weſtern | 


Empire was realumed by Charles the great at 
Rome, it was expreſly provided, that the 
Emperour ſhould chooſe the Roman Biſhop. 
So Kings medling in Eccleſiaſtical affaires, was 
never contraverted till the Roman Church 


ſxnelled tathe height of. Tyranny, and ſince © 


the Reformation, it hath been ſtill tated as 
one of the'differences betwixt us and them. 

.- N. Well then, I hope you who are fo much 
for the Kings, Supremacy, will not quarrel at 
_ this indujgence, which is now granted to us; 
GC. Wearebetter ſubjects then to criticize 
upon, mych lefſle condemn our Soveraigns 
pleaſure in fach things, neicher do we as you 
did, carry alltheſe maccers co che Pulpic. But, 


] pray,how would you (Anno 1641, ) havere-_ 


ceived fuch a propoſition from the King in fa- 
yours of the Do&ors of Aberdeen, or other 
worthy perſons, whom you drove away by tu» 
mules,' not by lawes': I doubt, all your Pal- 
pits ſhoyld. have rung withic. And we may 
gueſfle at this by the oppoſition many of you 
made to the receiving of ſuiſpe&ed perſons 
znto the Army , for the neceflary defence of 
the Countrey,then almoſt overrun by the ene- 
my : io that-you have now got a favour which 
you wereinever ina capacity to have granted 
to us when yon governed: and yet you ſee 
with what cheerſu}! cbedience we receive his 
Majefties pleaſure, even in an inſtance, which 
may ſeem moſt contrary to all our A 
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| Or,ifany have their jealoufies,they ſtifle them 


ſo within their breaft , that none whiſper 


againſt authority. . 

N. This fayes it is againſt your will, and 
therefore your compliance to it is forced, not 
voluntary. | | | 

C. So much the greater is our vertue, when 
we obey and ſubmir to things againſt our in- 
clinations, which you never dream of: but we' 


are (o inclined to peace, that if you abuſe not 


this liberty you have got, we ſhall never com- 
plain of it ; nay, if it produce the effe&s which 
we deſire, and for which we are affured it is 
deſigned, we ſhall rejoyce for it: which are to 
bring you to a more peaceable temper, to 
make you value and love more: one of the 
Nobleſt and moſt generous Princes that ever 
ruled, and to diſpoſe you to a brotherly ac- 
commodation with ns, which the: Fathers of 
the Charch, are ready to offer to yon on as 
fair terms as could be demanded by any ratio- 
nal perſon; whereby,if you liſten not to them, 
it will appear to che world, that you ire truly 
Schiſmatical: And to encline yort more to 
union, I intend, at our next meeting, to give 


yon a full proſpe& of rhe ſtate of the antient - 


Church, both in their Government, Worſhip, 
and Diſcipline; whereby I doubt not 'to con- 
vince yon,that their frame was far better ſuit- 
ed for promoting all the ends. of Religion, 
then ever Presbytery could be. But though 1 
\ have made conſiderable obſervations in -this, 
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' "beſides what is in various Colle&ors; yet, 1 
| - , Cannotat preſent give you ſo particular a plann 
as I deſign; bur (hall reſerve ic cill another 
meeting. Mean-while do not abuſe our Sove- 
rajgns royal: goodnels , nor the tenderneſs of 
theſe he ſers over you. But let us all jointly 
pray, that God, in whoſe hands all our hearts 
are, may incline us all to peace, love and cha- 
rity: I ſhall therefore ſum up all in che words 
of Scripture, which if they weigh not with 
you, there is no. hope man ſhall prevail on you ; 
If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if. any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, if any,bowels and mercies : fulfill ye my 
Joy,that ye be like minded,having the ſame love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing 
be done through ſtrife, or vain glory,but in low- 
lineſſe of mind, let each efteem others better 


then themſelves. Who is a wiſe man, and en- 


dued with knoywledge among you ? let him ſhew 
out of a good converſation bis works with meek- 
neſſe of. wiſdom # But if you bave bitter zeal 
( for that is.the word in the Original ) and 
ftrife in Jour bearts, glory not , and lie not 4- 
gainſt the truth: this wiſdom deſcendeth not 
+924 above, but is earthly, ſenſual and divelifþ : 
For where zeal ( the word is till the ſame ) 


and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every evil 


work. But the wiſdom that is froni above, is 1 


firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be 
intreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypocriſy; and the 


fruit 


31 ) 


. fruit of righteouſneſs is ſowen in peace, of them 
| that make peace. Put on therefore Cas the elef 
| of God, holy and beloved ) bowels of. mercies, 


kindneſſe, humbleneſſe of mind, meekneſſe, long- 
ſuffering, forbearing one another , and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel againſt 


. eny : even 4s Chriſt forgave the Church, ſo alſo 


do ye: but above all theſe things, put on Chari-= 
ty, which is the bond of perfefineſs 3 and let the 
peace of God rule in your minds, to the which 
alſo you are called in one body : and be ye thank 


full. Lei the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, 


in all wiſdom . teaching and admoniſhing one 
another in Pſalms and Hymns, and fpiritual 


_ Songs, ſinging with grace in your” hearts to the 


Lord. 

N. In all *his T agree with you, and hear- 
tily wiſh theſe words were more deeply in- 
fixed in our minds : For, I confels,1 am weary 
of the janglings of Divines, and long for peace 
as much as any can; and indeed there is no- 
thing makes converſe grow more wearilome 
co me, then that I meet with very few who 


" love peace; bur, generally, the minds of all 


are [9 fretted, that I often remind and repeat 
Davids groan, On! that 1 had wings like 4 
Dove, for then would I flee away and be at reſt; 
I would haſten my eſcape from the windy florm 


. and tempeſt. And indeed the farther I ſee in- 


to the great buſineſſe of Religion, 1 am the 
more convinced of the neceſlity of a ſerene and 
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= phacide'temper, which ſo qualifies the ſoul for 
> 7. divihe converſe. 

-- -* C, Oh! how have thefe words you dropt 
.* laſt umiced my heart to you? My Soul hath 
_ too tong dwelt amongft them that hate peace; 


and” the thick foggs and miſts of contention, 
have rendered the air. of this valley of tears 
che more noiſome : But my releef is ini divine 
contemplation, whether, as to the mountain 
of God, I flee for fanuary, that being above 
chis armoſphere of contentions and paſſions, 
I may take that reſt in God, which is denied 
me here befow: whether whoſo arrive, finde 
that placide tranquilticy and joy unſpeakable, 


that they muſt needs heartily compaſſionat” all 


ſuch who are ſtrangers to this peace of God 
which paſſeth underſtanding : for, 1 afſure you, 
there are ho jJoyes comparable to theſe purer 


folaces. This is the ſecret of Gods preſence, 


where you may be hid from the pride of man, and 


kept, as In a pavilion, from the ſtrife of tongues. 


Let us therefore flee from this evil world, and 


| Dee into the bleſſed and refreſhful ſhades of 


the Almiphty, avoiding fooliſh and unlearned 


wy knowing that they do gender firife ; | 


for, the fervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive. 1 
ſhall therefore leave you with theſe thoughts, 


hoping" thiey ſhall be daily more deeply in- 
AKxedid your mind. * Farewel. FS 
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